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background and research

As a landscape designer who studied in Vienna, I have always looked at the ci ty as 
a f ie ld of act iv i ty for our art form. Landscape however is not commonly associated 
with the ci ty . I f i t is i t is reduced to the green areas such as parks . Dur ing my 
studies under professor Terz ic however I learned to look at the landscape di f ferent ly 
and f igured every open space in the ci ty to be my workspace . These spaces 
consist main ly of streets . The traf f ic inf rastructure in Vienna takes up more than a 
th i rd of the area that is used for bui ld ings . The streets and the di f ferent k inds of 
t raf f ic in them could therefore be a major part of landscape re lated work in the ci ty . 

But looking at the streets in Vienna one can f ind a shocking but s imple truth : most 
of them are designed not for mankind but our beloved automobi le . The space 
devoted to the great machine takes up 65 to 80 % of the street depending on the 
park ing s i tuat ion , whi le the humans are forced off the road onto the s idewalks that 
every planner t r ies to keep as smal l as possib le and therefore only consume 20 to 
35 % of the street area . But the space for cars is pr imar i ly not used for t ravel l ing 
but 30 to 60 % of the streets are used just for park ing . 

The streets should be publ ic spaces but current ly they are main ly used for the 
personal convenience of car dr ivers - a fact that has al ready found i ts way into 
nat ional law. The sect ion 7 §82 of the StraßenVerkehrsOrdnung clear ly states that 
any other form of park ing l ike park ing boxes and other stuf f is not a l lowed on these 
spaces . 

Fo l lowing up on th is strange s i tuat ion I d id some research on the current s i tuat ion in 
Vienna, theor ies on traf f ic and parking and the ‚ r ight to the ci ty ‘ movement . 
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parking situation in vienna

In the ent i re c i ty of Vienna parking spaces take up an area that equals the whole 
3rd and 8th d ist r ic t of Vienna ( in tota l 8,4 km2) , an area that is larger than al l the land 
Vienna donates to i ts future generat ion (p laygrounds only consume about 6,5 km2) . 
Looking at Ottakr ing the 16th dist r ic t of Vienna the s i tuat ion is even more extreme. 
The dist r ic t (approximate ly 865 ha) has a tota l of 30 parks that take up an area of 
4,5 ha and 37 playgrounds that need as l i t t le space as 1 ,7 ha . The space devoted 
to park ing consumes about 30 ha of the dist r ic t ‘s area .

The ci ty of Vienna has however a l ready set the reduct ion of car t raf f ic as one of 
the goals in the ci ty ‘s t raf f ic concept (1994) , the traf f ic master p lan (2003) and the 
c l imate protect ion plan (1999) . And because whether someone is dr iv ing by car 
depends very much on whether the dr iver expects to f ind a parking space at the 
dest inat ion and what th is wi l l  cost the ci ty has launched the park ing management 
program, which can affect car t raf f ic speci f ica l ly and accurate ly at i ts bi r th . 

The parking management inc ludes short term parking with a very smal l fee . Only 
res idents can purchase a permanent park ing permiss ion . The parking management 
is act ive in a l l d ist r ic ts of Vienna except for Favor i ten (10) , Simmer ing (11 ) ,  Hi tz ing 
(13) , Währ ing (18) , Döbl ing (19) , F lor idsdorf (21 ) , Donaustadt (22) and Lies ing (23) . 
Since thei r inc lus ion to th is l is t in 2012 there are no more commuters park ing in the 
dist r ic ts 12 and 14 to 17 . So momentar i ly there are lots of unused parking spaces in 
these dist r ic ts . Less then 50% or at the maximum 70 % of the park ing spaces are 
used . .  In compar ison before 2012 there were areas with more than 100 % usage of 
park ing spaces (count ing fa lse ly parked cars) .  A fact that can also be seen at the 
stat is t ics of commuters . Only 21 % of them use the publ ic t ransportat ion system to 
reach the ci ty , whereas only 32,4 % of the ci t izens of Vienna own a car . But st i l l 
29 % of a l l t r ips made in the ci ty are done so by choosing the car . 
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conclusion

The current parking situat ion of Vienna is very controversial . On one hand 
lots of publ ic space (as al l the parking spaces in garages are not included 
in the stat ist ics) is devoted to parking cars, whi lst on the other hand the 
goverment tr ies to reduce the number of people using them. At the same 
t ime any other use of these spaces other than parking is prohibited by law. 
Furthermore the need for green spaces in densely bui l t distr icts, especial ly 
in Ottakring, is apparent. The project ‚paradise 2 go‘ not only provides the 
needed gardens and parks in the distr icts, but also al lows the two thirds 
of Vienna cit izens who do not own a car to also use the parking space for 
their own benef i t , as wel l as everyone else‘s. The ‚paradises 2 go‘ wi l l also 
take over the newly found empty spaces, where no more commuters park 
and prevent them and the ent ire city from being taken over by even more 
cars.
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traffic problems or concerning parking

The traff ic problems and traff ic itself have been thoroughly researched by Hermann 
Knoflacher, who is a professor at the Vienna University of Technology. In his research 
he states the three main dogmata of the bel ief in the car being the assumed benefit 
of freedom, the growth of personal mobil i ty and that increased speed of cars saves 
time. But then he renounces al l these points through research and gives very figurative 
examples: 

1 : Cars reduce the freedom of human kind as can be i l lustrated by playgrounds next 
to the public road. Here the chi ldren need to be kept in cages so that the drivers 
can roam freely . Furthermore it produces noise, dust and air pol lut ion and hazardous 
environments. Driving a car for one hour costs at least 40min of a person‘s l i fet ime, 
when one takes into account the l ifet ime lost through premature death by victims of 
accidents and air pol lut ion. 

2: As the number of tr ips by car increases, the number of tr ips on foot, by cycle and 
public transport decreases. There is therefore no gain in mobil i ty, just a shift in the 
means to an end.

3: There is also no time saved through the usage of cars, as many studies show, 
because the distance of tr ips has increased instead, not to mention the traff ic jams, 
that cost travel l ing time. But every solution to these so-cal led traff ic problems, l ike the 
construction of broader highways and by-passes only increased the jams, because 
more space wil l only increase the traff ic on these roads as well as the traff ic on other 
roads, as many studies have proven.
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As a conclusion to al l his research he states that because driving a car compared to 
walking only needs a fraction of body energy in the same period of t ime, the result 
is the fol lowing att i tude: Is a car in the immediate proximity of human activity, then no 
rational person can escape this incentive. If there is ample parking avai lable, then people 
already take the car for distances of 100m in 50% of the cases and avoid walking. The 
cause (and solution) of today‘s traff ic problems therefore l ies with the parking spaces 
nearby. ‚There, the freedom must be recaptured - then we wil l recover it in the public 
space as well . ‘ (Knoflacher : Stehzeuge - Fahrzeuge, 2009)

conclusion

Even though some of this research dates back over twenty years, politicians 
and traffic planners continue on the road towards a better environment for cars. 
Even the simple suggestion of banning the parked car from the public space into 
centralized garages is denied by them. At this point the project ‚paradise 2 go‘ 
takes over. Because of the organization form of the design it has the power to 
slowly take over the public space. But it will be done by the involvement of the 
citizens and done so by choice and not by dictation from above, which will prove 
very helpful in the urban reawakening to come.
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public space or the right to the city

Some of the art is ts and theor is ts ment ioned above use Lefèbvres s logan ‚ r ight to 
the ci ty ‘ as thei r theoret ica l background . His theor ies on publ ic spaces, can be 
descr ibed as fo l lows : There is not one publ ic sphere as Jürgen Habermas suggests , 
but a number of di f ferent spheres (cal led by di f ferent names in di f ferent studies , 
but I wi l l  s imply use the plura l form to avoid confus ion) , which can be di f ferent f rom 
each other and interact , over lap and imply each other . Each sphere resembles an 
observer wi th h is or her exper iences and contexts of or ig in . These di f ferent act iv i t ies 
di f ferent people persue in the publ ic sphere and the masses of people that step on 
each other ‘s toes, together wi th the agglomerat ion of diverse gathered objects , e i ther 
s ide by s ide or over ly ing, are the essence of the ci ty . The industr ia l rat ional i ty has 
worked against these indiv idual i t ies and every kind of natura lness and did i ts best 
to leve l them out . The outcome is a monotonous ci ty structure in most parts of the 
ci ty , where the only objects that can be found are parked cars . The act iv i t ies of the 
human race are l imi ted to the necessi t ies . But there can also be two other k inds of 
act iv i t ies done in the publ ic space ( the physical realm) : opt ional and socia l act iv i t ies . 

The necessary act iv i t ies don‘ t leave a choice . They inc lude going to school or work 
(walk ing to the car ) and running an errand or wai t ing for the bus . The opt ional 
act iv i t ies are persued when the condi t ions of the publ ic space and t ime al low 
i t .  They inc lude taking a walk (not just wi th a dog) , s i t t ing , standing, sunbath ing, 
p laying, and so on . These act iv i t ies are dependent on the exter ior condi t ions , such 
as weather and the design of the publ ic space . The socia l act iv i t ies can only occur 
i f people are present , because they inc lude al l the act iv i t ies that resu l t of people 
meet ing each other . They inc lude greet ings, conversat ions, chi ldren playing together 
and so on . Simply put they occur everyt ime two people meet , because even i f 
they are strangers some sort of contact is happening . These act iv i t ies descr ibe the 
moment of over lapping publ ic spheres and therefore the essence of the ci ty . 
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These socia l act iv i t ies were great ly demised by the automobi le . Not only are the 
streets nowadays monotonous but the e levated speed and iso lat ion from the outs ide 
of the car do not a l low for th is k ind of communicat ion . Furthermore the presence 
of the cars decreases the saftey on the streets immensely and by doing so the 
remain ing pedestr ians only perform necessary act iv i t ies as I a l ready stated above . 
The context of the act iv i t ies done in the publ ic is of course far more complex , but 
needless to say the dominat ion of the car is the main culpr i t for the decl ine of 
publ ic spheres, as anyone can see i f compar ing a car street and a pedestr ian zone . 

To overcome these monotonous ci ty structures fu l l  of parked cars , Lefèbvre 
demands to oppose i t wi th di f ferent spheres that design the publ ic space with 
reason ( logos, as Lefèbvre cal les i t ) .  Human and nature must f ind the way back 
into uni ty . This can only work through the means of art is t ic spheres, because the 
creat ive moment precedes the logic of p lanning . This art is t ic act however does not 
necessar i ly mean a f ixed intervent ion but rather has to be seen as another publ ic 
sphere , which is in contact wi th the rest of the publ ic spheres and can thereby 
create change .

conclusion

Just as Lefèbvre suggests my vis ion of ‚pradise 2 go‘ is an art ist ic sphere 
that al lows different and indiv idual statements and tr ies to bring human kind 
and the city again closer to nature. Not so however by turning back, but by 
leading the way to a new and better future, with cars reduced in numbers 
and act iv i t ies induced streets. Because if everyday l i fe is not changed the 
world won‘t change either.
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international park(ing) day

The art ist ic response to these parking problems and the ideas of Lefèbvre is of course 
already out there in the world. In Vienna there is one project cal led ‚Krongarten‘ which 
transforms a parking lane into a garden every summer. Looking worldwide there are of 
course more projects that are convert ing parking spaces into somthing else. They are 
organized under the name ‚international park(ing) day‘ . Fol lowing an intervention of the 
Rebar group which took place in San Francisco in 2005 people around the world use 
parking spaces in their cit ies as small parks on the second to last Friday in September. 
But these projects only exist for a few hours at most . 

In their manifesto the Rebar group also cal ls upon the creative acts to re-valuate the 
public parking space, just l ike Lefèbvre suggests. They redefine it as a fert i le terrain for 
creative social , pol i t ical and art ist ic experimentation. 

But for this new value system to take over they state four core strands of their practice: 
tactical , generous, authentic and absurd urbanism. The tactical urbanism is manifested in 
actions that temporari ly project new values on a space. The generous urbanism is every 
act that is str ipped of commercial agendas, with the goal to relate public situations 
between strangers, that produce a new cultural value. The authentic urbanism is an 
action with no ulterior motive, but must provide an honest, generous public service. The 
absurd urbanism is created by reorganizing famil iar objects in an unfamil iar way, such 
as creating a park in a metered parking space. With this in mind they hope to propose 
l ightly that change is required.

At the end of their manifesto they conclude, that, the central question behind the 
parking day is, if this experiment can become a tactical turning point in urban structure 
itself . 
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conclusion

After part ic ipat ing myself on the Vienna platform of the parking day 
‚park!platz!play! ‘ I can honest ly say that i t wi l l never become such a turning 
point at least not in Vienna. The Rebar group thinks of the parking day 
as a great success, but I found it to be a waste of resources. Maybe 
the situat ion is different in certain parts of North America where the 
people real ly were no longer able to remember a l i fe on the streets, but in 
Europe and especial ly in Vienna the temporary intervent ion cannot hope to 
accompl ish anything in the long run. I therefore decided to create a design 
that can lead the city of Vienna into an urban reawakening. A design which 
doesn‘t change everything at once or disrupts the ordinary on a huge 
scale but gradual ly frees the city‘s publ ic space from cars. The design 
‚paradise2go‘ is thought of as a process that wi l l take ful l effect in due 
t ime.   
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design

idea of paradise 2 go  

After this research I reached the conclusion that temporary instal lat ions and 
intervent ions are not the ideal way to create a city wide urban reawakening . A last ing 
solut ion is needed to address these problems and start the process of change. One 
t ime act ionism is a great way to start a discussion that can lead to a permanent 
change, but the subject of traff ic and parking in Vienna has proven to be invincible 
against these art ist ic demonstrat ions . Therefore I created a design that can take over 
the city in the long run .

‚Paradise 2 go‘ is a longterm social intervent ion in the streets of Vienna featur ing a 
smal l piece of green on top of trai lers that remain funct ional . Therefore the trai lers 
can be moved about the streets at al l t imes. As an addit ional bonus a trai ler can be 
parked on a publ ic street legal ly without even paying a fee . The deployment is based 
on the concepts of ‚car 2 go‘ and ‚z ip cars‘ . These concepts consist of a f leet of 
cars, that can be used by everyone if needed provided that they are registered with 
the company providing the cars . There are more than 700 cars in the ent ire city of 
Vienna. But why should the need of a car outweigh the need of a garden. As I stated 
before the wish for a garden does exist in ci t ies but is always neglected. For these 
people the concept of ‚paradise 2 go‘ is the perfect solut ion . But not only those who 
wish for their own piece of green are the target group, but al l those people who do 
not want to put up with the cars as the dominant appearance of the publ ic space 
or with the disappearance of people into their homes or off ices, but who want to 
recapture the l i fe in the city, where walking in the street is no longer a dangerous 
adventure but a pleasent communicat ive experience.
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components of paradise 2 go

The design of the ‚paradise 2 go‘ is that of a modular system. Di f ferent predef ined 
components al low for a personal ised design of each indiv idual t ra i ler .  These 
components inc lude benches, tables , beds, sta i rs , p layground equipment and rais ing 
l i f ts for wheelchairs or perambulators , as wel l as pergolas , fences and di f ferent 
types of f loor ing . These components are easi ly at tached to the tra i ler by exist ing 
screw holes . The customisat ion of th is t ra i ler can be done using an onl ine plat form 
or by a designer from the provid ing company . The design of the components also 
al lows an easy reorganizat ion on top of the trai ler .

The tra i ler can ei ther stand on i ts own as a whole garden or dif ferent trai lers 
can easi ly be put together thereby creat ing an ent ire park . Because the trai lers 
remain movable the ent ire park can easi ly be relocated throughout the distr ict or 
neighbourhood, fol lowing for example fest iv i t ies („from Grätzelfest to Grätzelfest“ ) . The 
trai lers can also be rearranged and exchanged at any t ime to adapt the park as 
needed or to create a different appearance from t ime to t ime.

Concerning the plant ing of the trai lers two opt ions are possible : One focuses on 
f lowerbeds with perennials , shrubs and trees, whi le the other focuses on food 
product ion . The trai lers with the latter opt ion are not planted, but the appropriate 
preparat ions can be made.
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process of paradise 2 go

TThe concept envisages ini t ia l ly 200 indiv idual trai lers, that are si tuated permanent ly 
in the dist r ic t Ottakr ing . They wi l l  take up approximat ly 1 % of the dist r ic ts park ing 
spaces . Because there are current ly 30 to 50 % unused parking spaces in the 
dist r ic t due to the park ing management they won‘ t inter fere with the search for 
park ing spaces and wi l l  therefore be welcomed by the ci t izens who do not have the 
best supply of parks and gardens in the area . As soon as the tra i lers are accepted 
in Ottakr ing in a next step al l the other dist r ic ts wi l l  be provided with thei r ‚paradise 
2 go‘- t ra i lers and over t ime thei r numbers wi l l  increase .

The trai lers are already equipped with preconf igured gardens that al low different 
uses . The locat ion of the gardens and their components can be found on a map 
on an onl ine platform. People can rent a garden by day, weekend, week, month or 
growing season. The gardens can be used on every publ ic parking space in Vienna 
and after use just left there . The process of doing so includes register ing for the 
‚paradise 2 go‘ project and then to reserve the garden for a def ined t ime period on 
the onl ine platform. People can choose to col lect the garden themselves or the garden 
is brought to the agreed place and t ime for an addit ional fee . After use the trai ler can 
be left at any publ ic parking space.

In addit ion to the 200 permanent ‚paradises 2 go‘ the Gebietsbetreuung, an investor 
or other organizat ion such as a school or kindergarten can purchase or rent a 
number of trai lers to bui ld larger gardens or parks . And of course a personal ised 
garden on a trai ler can also be bui l t and bought at al l t imes. 

So soon smal l gardens on trai lers and gardens on ent ire parking lanes wi l l be added 
to the distr icts and soon after the ent ire cit ies façade.
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design of paradise 2 go

The 200 kick off t ra i lers wi l l  have four main designs aimed at di f ferent uses . But 
each design can di f fer thanks to di f ferent components l ike benches, ra is ing l i f ts for 
wheelchairs avai lab le and of course di f ferent p lant ing . In the course of t ime more 
more designs for new uses wi l l  be lef t around the ci ty .

recreation

The f i rs t design of the tra i ler garden is especia l ly made for recreat ion . Three s ides 
of the tra i ler are shel tered by plant ing , whi le one s ide remains open for socia l 
communicat ion with pedestr ians on the walkway . One hal f of the tra i ler is designed 
for s i t t ing and re lax ing, and the other hal f is equipped with a smal l p iece af lawn, 
a l lowing chi ldren to play, to bathe in the sun and so on . . .

party

The second design is the perfect garden for breaks and part ies . The open space in 
the center of the tra i ler a l lows free movement for dancing or just standing together . 
St i l l  benches on the s ides inv i te the users to s i t together or watch the others .

parking café

The th i rd design targets smal l restaurant businesses such as bars , and cafés, 
because i t is a s idewalk café bui l t on a tra i ler .  This design enables them to offer 
outdoor seat ing even in streets where i t is otherwise not possib le .

schrebergärtner

The for th design can only be rented for the whole growing season as i t is designed 
for people to grow thei r own food . Therefore the plant ing mater ia l is not inc luded in 
th is design .
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maintenance

The maintenance is done by the long term hirers themselves or a service team.
The service team also manages the garden‘s maintenance for unrented or short 
term rented trai lers . The trai lers left on the streets are secured with a lock device to 
prevent unauthor ised use. 

investors

On the trai ler ‘s sides there is space for an organisat ion to be ment ioned as 
honourable sponsor . So any business can sponsor a paradise 2 go for this 
honourable ment ioning on the trai lers ‘ side . Because the trai lers are moving around 
the city the advert isment can be seen at a lot of places, which should encourage 
businesses to sponsor the ‚paradises 2 go‘ .

future developement

Because the ‚paradise 2 go‘ pro ject is meant to create a long term change in the 
ci ty of Vienna, the design and funct ional i ty wi l l  a lso change over t ime . Once the 
tra i lers are establ ished in the ci ty there wi l l  be specia l events to encourage new 
ideas and to promote the idea in other c i t ies and countr ies wi th s imi lar needs to 
Vienna . There wi l l  be workshops on how to improve the designs and how to create 
one onesel f and an annual award for the best ‚paradise 2 go‘ design as wel l as a 
caravan of a l l the part ic ipants in th is event , and so on . 
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conclusion

The everyday scene of streets packed with parking cars has led me to 
the desire to create a garden on a trai ler to st ir up this monotonous sight. 
But after developing the project ‚paradise 2 go‘, i t is no longer the simple 
design idea that i t started out as, but stands now as an urban tool that wi l l 
lead the city of Vienna into a new era of urban traff ic, urban planning and 
urban l i fe altogether. The design remains simple as only a few components 
are used. But these components can transform a single parking space or 
a single parking lane in a single street as wel l as an ent ire grätzel into a 
blooming and product ive landscape. 

As al l great revolut ions in history the ‚paradises 2 go‘ wi l l have their 
problems and struggles as they have to deal with f lower thieves and 
perhaps st i l l  scowl ing car dr ivers looking for a parking space, but because 
of al l the posit ive features and side affects, such as reducing traff ic and 
the pleasant cl imate change, I have no doubt i t wi l l prevai l .
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