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  Even though my grandma gave me Even though my grandma gave me 
this journal a month ago, as a present this journal a month ago, as a present 
for my eleventh birthday, I haven’t for my eleventh birthday, I haven’t 
written in it until now. I have been written in it until now. I have been 
afraid to open it because I want to afraid to open it because I want to 
make it really good. This journal needs make it really good. This journal needs 
to contain the action packed chronicles to contain the action packed chronicles 
of my life filled with incredible stories of my life filled with incredible stories 
and cool illustrations. If I ever become and cool illustrations. If I ever become 
famous, or die prematurely, I want famous, or die prematurely, I want 
people to open up this journal and people to open up this journal and 
say: wow, Davi was the most incredible say: wow, Davi was the most incredible 
person. For a long time it felt like person. For a long time it felt like 
nothing ever happened to me, and I had nothing ever happened to me, and I had 
nothing worthwhile to write about. But nothing worthwhile to write about. But 
that all changes today. Mir’s twelfth that all changes today. Mir’s twelfth 
birthday party is going to be amazing birthday party is going to be amazing 
and will finally give me something and will finally give me something 
worthwhile to write about in my worthwhile to write about in my 
journal.journal.
 My dad just interrupted me by  My dad just interrupted me by 
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asking, ”Oh wow are you finally starting asking, ”Oh wow are you finally starting 
to write in the journal that grandma to write in the journal that grandma 
got you?” I told him, ”Yes I am, but I will got you?” I told him, ”Yes I am, but I will 
need a little peace and quiet if I am need a little peace and quiet if I am 
going to write in it properly.” Then he going to write in it properly.” Then he 
said, ”Okay okay I’ll be silent, but at said, ”Okay okay I’ll be silent, but at 
least let me sit next to the window so least let me sit next to the window so 
that I have something to look at while that I have something to look at while 
you write.” you write.” 
 ”Fine,” I replied. We switched  ”Fine,” I replied. We switched 
seats and hopefully now I can seats and hopefully now I can 
continue writing in peace. I am a little continue writing in peace. I am a little 
disappointed that my dad is coming with disappointed that my dad is coming with 
me to Mir’s birthday party, but I guess me to Mir’s birthday party, but I guess 
there was nothing I could do about there was nothing I could do about 
that. I know he’s just coming to keep that. I know he’s just coming to keep 
Mir’s mom company. But as the youngest Mir’s mom company. But as the youngest 
attendee of the birthday party, it’s attendee of the birthday party, it’s 
embarrassing to arrive with my dad. We embarrassing to arrive with my dad. We 
just got on this train which means that just got on this train which means that 
I know I have about 20 minutes until we I know I have about 20 minutes until we 
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arrive at the stop near Mir’s house. I arrive at the stop near Mir’s house. I 
know this sounds like a short journey, know this sounds like a short journey, 
but spending 20 minutes on the same but spending 20 minutes on the same 
train feels like an eternity to me. I wish train feels like an eternity to me. I wish 
Mir didn’t live on the opposite side of Mir didn’t live on the opposite side of 
Vienna from me. Vienna from me. 
 This party is going to be different  This party is going to be different 
from all the other birthday parties Mir from all the other birthday parties Mir 
has had, and I would know. I will be has had, and I would know. I will be 
the only friend there who has been to the only friend there who has been to 
every single one of her birthday parties, every single one of her birthday parties, 
even the ones that she and I were both even the ones that she and I were both 
too young to remember. This, of course, too young to remember. This, of course, 
is not because Mir and I somehow is not because Mir and I somehow 
decided to become besties when we decided to become besties when we 
were babies, but because Mir’s mom were babies, but because Mir’s mom 
and my dad are best friends. They, like and my dad are best friends. They, like 
many Jewish people in our community, many Jewish people in our community, 
are from the United States. But they are from the United States. But they 
met here in Vienna at our synagogue, met here in Vienna at our synagogue, 
years before either Mir or I were born. years before either Mir or I were born. 
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Rabbi is also part of their friend group Rabbi is also part of their friend group 
because before he was our rabbi, or because before he was our rabbi, or 
even a rabbi at all, he went to the even a rabbi at all, he went to the 
same synagogue as my dad and Mir’s same synagogue as my dad and Mir’s 
mom, and they all became friends. mom, and they all became friends. 
 Officially, Mir’s birthday party  Officially, Mir’s birthday party 
is a sleepover at her house. Her real is a sleepover at her house. Her real 
birthday is tomorrow, so we are meant birthday is tomorrow, so we are meant 
to all go to bed, and then wake up and to all go to bed, and then wake up and 
celebrate her actual birthday in the celebrate her actual birthday in the 
morning. But what no adult knows is morning. But what no adult knows is 
that we have a secret plan to sneak that we have a secret plan to sneak 
out late at night and go to Prater out late at night and go to Prater 
to celebrate the start of her actual to celebrate the start of her actual 
birthday at midnight. I know of older birthday at midnight. I know of older 
kids doing stuff like this, but I’ve never kids doing stuff like this, but I’ve never 
heard of anyone in my grade doing heard of anyone in my grade doing 
something this cool. I have to admit I something this cool. I have to admit I 
am pretty nervous because I know that am pretty nervous because I know that 
if my dad finds out that he will lose if my dad finds out that he will lose 
his trust in me and start watching me his trust in me and start watching me 
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like a hawk. If that happens I will once like a hawk. If that happens I will once 
again have no interesting happenings in again have no interesting happenings in 
my life to journal about. Luckily my dad my life to journal about. Luckily my dad 
will go home before we go to bed, and it will go home before we go to bed, and it 
seems unlikely that Mir’s mom will catch seems unlikely that Mir’s mom will catch 
us. This is good because if Mir’s mom us. This is good because if Mir’s mom 
doesn’t find out, then there’s no way doesn’t find out, then there’s no way 
my dad will find out. my dad will find out. 
 When Mir sleeps over at my place,  When Mir sleeps over at my place, 
my dad always brings us homemade my dad always brings us homemade 
snacks and plays board games with snacks and plays board games with 
us. When we stay at Mir’s, her mom us. When we stay at Mir’s, her mom 
gives us 20 Euros and lets us go to the gives us 20 Euros and lets us go to the 
store and pick out whatever we want. store and pick out whatever we want. 
Then she lets us watch movies until Then she lets us watch movies until 
we fall asleep. One time we stayed up we fall asleep. One time we stayed up 
until sunrise and I don’t think she even until sunrise and I don’t think she even 
noticed. I fear that sneaking out is noticed. I fear that sneaking out is 
potentially more noticeable, but I think potentially more noticeable, but I think 
we have a chance, especially since we we have a chance, especially since we 
have such a good plan. have such a good plan. 
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My dad just tapped me on the shoulder My dad just tapped me on the shoulder 
and said, ”Davi stop writing. We’re and said, ”Davi stop writing. We’re 
almost there.” I guess the journal did almost there.” I guess the journal did 
make the train ride go by faster. I make the train ride go by faster. I 
didn’t even notice when we crossed the didn’t even notice when we crossed the 
Danube River; probably because my dad Danube River; probably because my dad 
took the window seat.  took the window seat.  
  

 My dad and I were the first guests  My dad and I were the first guests 
to arrive at Mir’s house. The four of to arrive at Mir’s house. The four of 
us have spent loads of time together us have spent loads of time together 
so it wasn’t weird. Thankfully, since so it wasn’t weird. Thankfully, since 
our parents knew the party was going our parents knew the party was going 
to start soon, they retreated to the to start soon, they retreated to the 
kitchen. Mir and I started playing a kitchen. Mir and I started playing a 
game of cards while we waited for game of cards while we waited for 
the others to arrive. I told her, ”I can’t the others to arrive. I told her, ”I can’t 
believe you’re already turning twelve believe you’re already turning twelve 
tomorrow, do you know what that tomorrow, do you know what that 
means?” means?” 



 ”What does it mean?” she asked.  ”What does it mean?” she asked. 
 ”It means that the next time we  ”It means that the next time we 
celebrate your birthday it will be”celebrate your birthday it will be”
 ”MY B’NAI MITZVAH,” she interjected.  ”MY B’NAI MITZVAH,” she interjected. 
”Oh my god Davi you know how long ”Oh my god Davi you know how long 
I have been waiting for my B’nai I have been waiting for my B’nai 
Mitzvah. I am so excited but also a little Mitzvah. I am so excited but also a little 
nervous.”nervous.”
 ”But why are you nervous?” I asked.  ”But why are you nervous?” I asked. 
”You are the best student in Hebrew ”You are the best student in Hebrew 
school and I’m sure you will do great.” school and I’m sure you will do great.” 
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 Mir turned her head in both  Mir turned her head in both 
directions as if to check the room for directions as if to check the room for 
something. Then she began to whisper, something. Then she began to whisper, 
”it’s not that, it’s just, did I ever tell ”it’s not that, it’s just, did I ever tell 
you what happened to my mom’s B’nai you what happened to my mom’s B’nai 
Mitzvah?”Mitzvah?”
 ”No.” I certainly don’t remember  ”No.” I certainly don’t remember 
ever hearing any stories about Mir’s ever hearing any stories about Mir’s 
mom’s B’nai Mitzvah. mom’s B’nai Mitzvah. 
 ”Well,” Mir continued to whisper,  ”Well,” Mir continued to whisper, 
”I once overheard Rabbi telling her ”I once overheard Rabbi telling her 
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that he could arrange a late-age B’nai that he could arrange a late-age B’nai 
Mitzvah for her at the synagogue, and Mitzvah for her at the synagogue, and 
then I asked my mom why she would then I asked my mom why she would 
need that if she already had one when need that if she already had one when 
she turned 13. Then she told me that she turned 13. Then she told me that 
she has actually never had one. She she has actually never had one. She 
said that she had been going to Hebrew said that she had been going to Hebrew 
school at her synagogue, and she was school at her synagogue, and she was 
on track for everything to turn out on track for everything to turn out 
fine. But then, a few months before fine. But then, a few months before 
her scheduled B’nai Mitzvah date, she her scheduled B’nai Mitzvah date, she 
started getting really bad stage fright. started getting really bad stage fright. 
Every time she tried to read Torah, her Every time she tried to read Torah, her 
voice got all wobbly and she wouldn’t voice got all wobbly and she wouldn’t 
be able to do it. Then she started be able to do it. Then she started 
getting anxious from just thinking about getting anxious from just thinking about 
her B’nai Mitzvah. She wasn’t able her B’nai Mitzvah. She wasn’t able 
to come up with a theme or write a to come up with a theme or write a 
speech or anything because she was so speech or anything because she was so 
nervous. nervous. 
 Finally, one day, during a practice  Finally, one day, during a practice 
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session in front of all her Hebrew session in front of all her Hebrew 
school classmates, she was carrying the school classmates, she was carrying the 
Torah around the synagogue and her Torah around the synagogue and her 
hands started to shake. All of a sudden hands started to shake. All of a sudden 
the scroll felt really heavy and she the scroll felt really heavy and she 
couldn’t carry it anymore, but before couldn’t carry it anymore, but before 
she could ask her rabbi to take it from she could ask her rabbi to take it from 
her, she dropped it.”her, she dropped it.”
 I gasped. Everyone knows that  I gasped. Everyone knows that 
dropping the Torah is a big no no.dropping the Torah is a big no no.
 ”After that, she started crying and  ”After that, she started crying and 
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ran out of the synagogue. She told the ran out of the synagogue. She told the 
rabbi that she couldn’t take it anymore. rabbi that she couldn’t take it anymore. 
She ended up having to cancel her She ended up having to cancel her 
B’nai Mitzvah and drop out of Hebrew B’nai Mitzvah and drop out of Hebrew 
school. To this day, that’s why she never school. To this day, that’s why she never 
reads Torah at services. Davi you know reads Torah at services. Davi you know 
I’ve been looking forward to my B’nai I’ve been looking forward to my B’nai 
Mitzvah for so long and that I would be Mitzvah for so long and that I would be 
devastated if something like this were devastated if something like this were 
to happen to me. But now it’s always in to happen to me. But now it’s always in 
the back of my mind as a possibility.”the back of my mind as a possibility.”
 Oh my god that must have been so  Oh my god that must have been so 
embarrassing. I don’t know if I would embarrassing. I don’t know if I would 
ever recover from dropping the Torah ever recover from dropping the Torah 
like that. But there’s no way this will like that. But there’s no way this will 
happen to Mir. She is the calmest and happen to Mir. She is the calmest and 
most confident person I know. I tried my most confident person I know. I tried my 
best to comfort her.best to comfort her.
 ”Okay Mir I see that this story is  ”Okay Mir I see that this story is 
scary, but you are not your mom. There scary, but you are not your mom. There 
is absolutely no reason that this would is absolutely no reason that this would 
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happen to you, unless you think too happen to you, unless you think too 
much about it and let it psych you out.” much about it and let it psych you out.” 
 ”Yeah I know,” Mir sighed, ”I am  ”Yeah I know,” Mir sighed, ”I am 
just a little nervous about everything just a little nervous about everything 
because I already feel the returned because I already feel the returned 
generation pressure, if you know what generation pressure, if you know what 
I mean, and now that I have this story I mean, and now that I have this story 
on top of that, it feels like so much on top of that, it feels like so much 
could go wrong.”could go wrong.”
 I know what she means about the  I know what she means about the 
pressure. The majority of the kids at pressure. The majority of the kids at 
our synagogue belong to the so-called our synagogue belong to the so-called 
”returned generation.” This means that ”returned generation.” This means that 
our ancestors were Jewish people from our ancestors were Jewish people from 
Vienna or somewhere else nearby. But Vienna or somewhere else nearby. But 
they had to flee to the United States they had to flee to the United States 
during the Holocaust since it wasn’t during the Holocaust since it wasn’t 
safe for them here anymore. Now, safe for them here anymore. Now, 
a few generations later, they have a few generations later, they have 
decided to return to Europe from the decided to return to Europe from the 
US and live their Jewish lives here, US and live their Jewish lives here, 
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now that it is safe again. I think it is now that it is safe again. I think it is 
really cool that our parents decided really cool that our parents decided 
to come here and create their own to come here and create their own 
Jewish community again. But sometimes Jewish community again. But sometimes 
they put a lot of pressure on us since they put a lot of pressure on us since 
we are the first full generation of this we are the first full generation of this 
community to grow up in Austria. It can community to grow up in Austria. It can 
feel like our performance in Hebrew feel like our performance in Hebrew 
school is a direct reflection of how well school is a direct reflection of how well 
our parents have done in creating a our parents have done in creating a 
successful Viennese Jewish community, successful Viennese Jewish community, 
and that’s a lot for a bunch of kids to and that’s a lot for a bunch of kids to 
handle.handle.
 I could see how all of this might  I could see how all of this might 
lead Mir to think that her B’nai Mitzvah lead Mir to think that her B’nai Mitzvah 
has to be perfect, and now that I’ve has to be perfect, and now that I’ve 
heard the story about her mom too, heard the story about her mom too, 
it seems like it might all be a bit much. it seems like it might all be a bit much. 
But if anyone is capable of pulling this But if anyone is capable of pulling this 
off under pressure, it must be Mir. She’s off under pressure, it must be Mir. She’s 
always so flawless. I’m glad that Mir always so flawless. I’m glad that Mir 
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feels like she can talk to me about this. feels like she can talk to me about this. 
I think that us having similar family I think that us having similar family 
backgrounds is what makes us able to backgrounds is what makes us able to 
be best friends even though we are such be best friends even though we are such 
different people. different people. 
 I have to assume that the same is  I have to assume that the same is 
true for my dad and Mir’s mom. I am true for my dad and Mir’s mom. I am 
always surprised that they are able to always surprised that they are able to 
be such good friends since my dad is so be such good friends since my dad is so 
intense and organized and Mir’s mom intense and organized and Mir’s mom 
is so relaxed and go-with-the-flow. But is so relaxed and go-with-the-flow. But 
I’ve seen them together, and they seem I’ve seen them together, and they seem 
to really get each other. Maybe people to really get each other. Maybe people 
would say the same thing about Mir and would say the same thing about Mir and 
me. me. 
 Even though I know I would be  Even though I know I would be 
really worried about all of this if I was really worried about all of this if I was 
Mir, I felt like I had to help calm her Mir, I felt like I had to help calm her 
down. So I decided to tell her, ”Okay down. So I decided to tell her, ”Okay 
look, I know that it’s a lot of pressure, look, I know that it’s a lot of pressure, 
and that everyone in the community is and that everyone in the community is 
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going to be watching you. But we’ve going to be watching you. But we’ve 
been dreaming about your B’nai Mitzvah been dreaming about your B’nai Mitzvah 
for years. Remember when you were six, for years. Remember when you were six, 
and I was five and we had to make a and I was five and we had to make a 
dream B’nai Mitzvah journal in Hebrew dream B’nai Mitzvah journal in Hebrew 
school? You said that you wanted a school? You said that you wanted a 
zebra themed B’nai Mitzvah and asked zebra themed B’nai Mitzvah and asked 
if you could have it earlier since you if you could have it earlier since you 
thought you were going to be ready thought you were going to be ready 
soon.”soon.”
 ”Davi I can’t believe you would  ”Davi I can’t believe you would 
bring that up now, that is so bring that up now, that is so 
embarrassing.”embarrassing.”
 ”It’s not embarrassing. It’s cute,  ”It’s not embarrassing. It’s cute, 
and it shows that you are more ready and it shows that you are more ready 
for this than anyone. So don’t think for this than anyone. So don’t think 
about the people watching you or the about the people watching you or the 
bad things that can happen. Just think bad things that can happen. Just think 
about how exciting it is that the day about how exciting it is that the day 
you’ve been waiting for is finally getting you’ve been waiting for is finally getting 
closer.” closer.” 
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 ”Yeah I guess. Thank you Davi,” Mir  ”Yeah I guess. Thank you Davi,” Mir 
smiled. At that moment her doorbell smiled. At that moment her doorbell 
rang and the first of her school friends rang and the first of her school friends 
arrived. I felt really bad for Mir after arrived. I felt really bad for Mir after 
we had this conversation, but I’m sure we had this conversation, but I’m sure 
everything will end up fine with her everything will end up fine with her 
B’nai Mitzvah. It was lucky that her B’nai Mitzvah. It was lucky that her 
friends arrived right after we finished friends arrived right after we finished 
talking about it because I think she was talking about it because I think she was 
able to forget all about it once we able to forget all about it once we 
started the party.started the party.
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 It is currently 22:00 and we are It is currently 22:00 and we are 
all crammed into Mir’s room pretending all crammed into Mir’s room pretending 
to be asleep, except for me of course. to be asleep, except for me of course. 
I am hidden in the corner using a I am hidden in the corner using a 
flashlight to write in my journal. We flashlight to write in my journal. We 
all agreed that having me write in the all agreed that having me write in the 
corner would make the whole scene corner would make the whole scene 
more believable in case Mir’s mom came more believable in case Mir’s mom came 
in here for any reason. Was I a little in here for any reason. Was I a little 
offended that I was chosen to be the offended that I was chosen to be the 
nerdy person in the corner writing in nerdy person in the corner writing in 
my journal instead of sleeping? Yes. But my journal instead of sleeping? Yes. But 
I know what kind of people Mir invites I know what kind of people Mir invites 
to a birthday party, and they are very to a birthday party, and they are very 
different from me and would probably different from me and would probably 
never write anything down unless it never write anything down unless it 
was a school assignment. So they may was a school assignment. So they may 
not have been entirely wrong about me not have been entirely wrong about me 
being the best candidate for this job. being the best candidate for this job. 
 Journaling in the corner is only the  Journaling in the corner is only the 
first part of my job. The second part first part of my job. The second part 
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is that I have to go to the bathroom is that I have to go to the bathroom 
at 23:30, and while I’m out, I have to at 23:30, and while I’m out, I have to 
peer into Mir’s mom’s bedroom and peer into Mir’s mom’s bedroom and 
make sure she is asleep enough not to make sure she is asleep enough not to 
have woken up even after I flush the have woken up even after I flush the 
toilet. I’ve known Mir’s mom since I was toilet. I’ve known Mir’s mom since I was 
a baby because she is so close with my a baby because she is so close with my 
dad. Despite having spent so much time dad. Despite having spent so much time 
with her, I don’t feel like I have a great with her, I don’t feel like I have a great 
sense of her personality. I only know sense of her personality. I only know 
that she is super friendly and loves to that she is super friendly and loves to 
talk. This means that if she sees me tip-talk. This means that if she sees me tip-
toeing in her hallway at night, she will toeing in her hallway at night, she will 
definitely say hello. Unless, of course, definitely say hello. Unless, of course, 
she is sleeping, and that is why this is she is sleeping, and that is why this is 
the perfect test. the perfect test. 
 Once I establish that Mir’s mom is  Once I establish that Mir’s mom is 
asleep, we will grab our bags and climb asleep, we will grab our bags and climb 
out Mir’s window. Mir lives about a five out Mir’s window. Mir lives about a five 
minute walk from the Stadlau station, minute walk from the Stadlau station, 
so all we have to do once we make it so all we have to do once we make it 
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out the window is get on the U2 line, out the window is get on the U2 line, 
get off at the Praterstern station, and get off at the Praterstern station, and 
walk to a good spot from there. It’s walk to a good spot from there. It’s 
Saturday night so there will probably Saturday night so there will probably 
be lots of people out. I’ve never snuck be lots of people out. I’ve never snuck 
out before because what would I do out before because what would I do 
once I got out? I’m barely eleven years once I got out? I’m barely eleven years 
old and practically still a child. But old and practically still a child. But 
that’s why going to Prater is perfect. that’s why going to Prater is perfect. 
No one there will judge us for having a No one there will judge us for having a 
birthday party and they will all assume birthday party and they will all assume 
that our parents are somewhere in the that our parents are somewhere in the 
park doing their own thing and ready to park doing their own thing and ready to 
take us home any time. We also packed take us home any time. We also packed 
a picnic blanket and lots of snacks so a picnic blanket and lots of snacks so 
that we can have a whole setup. that we can have a whole setup. 
 I would be lying if I said I wasn’t  I would be lying if I said I wasn’t 
even a little bit afraid of getting even a little bit afraid of getting 
caught. But I’m hoping that if someone caught. But I’m hoping that if someone 
finds out, Mir will get in more trouble finds out, Mir will get in more trouble 
than me, since it is her birthday party than me, since it is her birthday party 
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and her idea. I will certainly feel bad and her idea. I will certainly feel bad 
for her if that happens, but I also take for her if that happens, but I also take 
comfort in the fact that I know there comfort in the fact that I know there 
is nothing that could possibly be done is nothing that could possibly be done 
to convince Mir’s mom or my dad that to convince Mir’s mom or my dad that 
this plan was my idea because it just this plan was my idea because it just 
obviously wasn’t. So I’m trying to just obviously wasn’t. So I’m trying to just 
enjoy the ride, and celebrate Mir’s enjoy the ride, and celebrate Mir’s 
birthday. birthday. 

 I was too busy to write in my  I was too busy to write in my 
journal during the rest of the party. journal during the rest of the party. 
Now it is Sunday afternoon and I just Now it is Sunday afternoon and I just 
got home from Mir’s birthday party. I got home from Mir’s birthday party. I 
can say with confidence that it was can say with confidence that it was 
the best birthday party she’s ever had. the best birthday party she’s ever had. 
It was even better than her tenth It was even better than her tenth 
birthday party, which was a pizza birthday party, which was a pizza 
making competition that I won.making competition that I won.
 When we arrived at Prater, we  When we arrived at Prater, we 
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were able to locate a prime spot next were able to locate a prime spot next 
to the giant swings, which are my to the giant swings, which are my 
personal favorite part of the park. personal favorite part of the park. 
You can never be too old to ride these You can never be too old to ride these 
swings. In the middle of the night, the swings. In the middle of the night, the 
majority of people riding them are majority of people riding them are 
university students who swing very high university students who swing very high 
and sometimes even ride two at a time. and sometimes even ride two at a time. 
Mir and I tried riding together, but then Mir and I tried riding together, but then 
I fell off and scraped both my knees, so I fell off and scraped both my knees, so 
we went solo from then on. Luckily we we went solo from then on. Luckily we 
figured out a pretty good arrangement figured out a pretty good arrangement 
where one person got on the swing and where one person got on the swing and 
the other person stood behind them, the other person stood behind them, 
pulled them back, and let go. Then we pulled them back, and let go. Then we 
were flying just as high as anyone. were flying just as high as anyone. 
 I was worried about my scraped  I was worried about my scraped 
knees because, while I figured that knees because, while I figured that 
Mir’s mom wouldn’t say anything, I Mir’s mom wouldn’t say anything, I 
was sure that my dad would see and was sure that my dad would see and 
ask what happened. I resolved that ask what happened. I resolved that 
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instead of lying to him and saying I fell instead of lying to him and saying I fell 
in Mir’s garden or something like that, in Mir’s garden or something like that, 
I would just wear long pants until the I would just wear long pants until the 
scrapes were healed enough not to be scrapes were healed enough not to be 
noticeable. If it were June, there would noticeable. If it were June, there would 
be no way I would get away with this, be no way I would get away with this, 
especially since my dad knows that I especially since my dad knows that I 
love shorts, but since it is still May, I love shorts, but since it is still May, I 
think I can wear loose pants and be think I can wear loose pants and be 
in the spring mood. Mir even told me I in the spring mood. Mir even told me I 
could tell my dad I spilled juice on my could tell my dad I spilled juice on my 
shorts and then borrow some of her shorts and then borrow some of her 
pajama pants to wear on the way pajama pants to wear on the way 
home. home. 
 The knee scraping actually turned  The knee scraping actually turned 
out to be a minor concern compared to out to be a minor concern compared to 
what happened afterwards. While we what happened afterwards. While we 
were hanging out on our picnic blanket, were hanging out on our picnic blanket, 
I glanced around at all the different I glanced around at all the different 
groups of people to see what was going groups of people to see what was going 
on around us, and I saw what I was on around us, and I saw what I was 
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pretty sure to be the back of Rabbi’s pretty sure to be the back of Rabbi’s 
head. It looked just like him, and he head. It looked just like him, and he 
was wearing a shirt that I know I’ve was wearing a shirt that I know I’ve 
seen him wear before. I was so afraid seen him wear before. I was so afraid 
I started shaking. In the past I’ve told I started shaking. In the past I’ve told 
Rabbi plenty of things that I didn’t Rabbi plenty of things that I didn’t 
want him to tell my dad, and he always want him to tell my dad, and he always 
respected that. But if he caught Mir respected that. But if he caught Mir 
and me at Prater without either of our and me at Prater without either of our 
parents knowing, I feel like he would parents knowing, I feel like he would 
call our parents and tell them. call our parents and tell them. 
 I tapped Mir on the shoulder.  I tapped Mir on the shoulder. 
”What?” she said. I simply pointed across ”What?” she said. I simply pointed across 
the grass to where I saw Rabbi sitting. the grass to where I saw Rabbi sitting. 
She gasped and responded, ”oh my god She gasped and responded, ”oh my god 
we have to hide.” we have to hide.” 
 ”Do you think it’s him?” I asked. ”Do you think it’s him?” I asked.
 ”Oh yeah that’s definitely him. My  ”Oh yeah that’s definitely him. My 
mom got him that shirt for his birthday mom got him that shirt for his birthday 
two years ago. We need to get out two years ago. We need to get out 
of here.” Mir turned to her group of of here.” Mir turned to her group of 
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friends. ”Okay everyone, the swinging friends. ”Okay everyone, the swinging 
has been fun but I want to go to a has been fun but I want to go to a 
quieter part of the park now and quieter part of the park now and 
relax. So let’s pack up the stuff and relax. So let’s pack up the stuff and 
move. Davi and I will go first and then move. Davi and I will go first and then 
you guys can follow. We will leave now.”you guys can follow. We will leave now.”
 ”But can’t you guys wait for us to  ”But can’t you guys wait for us to 
pack up the stuff?” asked one of Mir’s pack up the stuff?” asked one of Mir’s 
friends. friends. 
 Mir looked very stressed. ”Can you  Mir looked very stressed. ”Can you 
guys please just do it for me? It’s only guys please just do it for me? It’s only 
going to take five minutes, and besides, I going to take five minutes, and besides, I 
set everything up. Now it’s your turn”set everything up. Now it’s your turn”
 ”Alright but only because it’s your  ”Alright but only because it’s your 
birthday.”birthday.”
 ”Thank you! We’ll be right in front,  ”Thank you! We’ll be right in front, 
don’t worry we won’t go too far. We’re don’t worry we won’t go too far. We’re 
just gonna look for a good direction to just gonna look for a good direction to 
go.”go.”
 I was unsure why Mir wouldn’t just  I was unsure why Mir wouldn’t just 
tell her friends the truth. I’m sure that tell her friends the truth. I’m sure that 
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if Mir had told her friends that she and if Mir had told her friends that she and 
I need to go since Rabbi is here and will I need to go since Rabbi is here and will 
recognize the two of us but not her recognize the two of us but not her 
friends, that they would have gladly let friends, that they would have gladly let 
us go and done the packing up. I decided us go and done the packing up. I decided 
not to even ask about it. There are so not to even ask about it. There are so 
many things that I don’t understand many things that I don’t understand 
about Mir and her cool kid friends, about Mir and her cool kid friends, 
and I’m sure this is just one of them. and I’m sure this is just one of them. 
Sometimes I fear that Mir will realize Sometimes I fear that Mir will realize 
how different I am from her friends how different I am from her friends 
and won’t want to hang out with me if and won’t want to hang out with me if 
I reveal it too much. So it may be to my I reveal it too much. So it may be to my 
advantage if I just pretend that lying advantage if I just pretend that lying 
to your friends about silly things like to your friends about silly things like 
this is normal to me too.   this is normal to me too.   
 In the end Mir and I were able to  In the end Mir and I were able to 
successfully lead the whole group in successfully lead the whole group in 
the opposite direction from Rabbi. But the opposite direction from Rabbi. But 
I wasn’t keeping such close tabs on him I wasn’t keeping such close tabs on him 
while we discussed the packing up, so while we discussed the packing up, so 
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I guess it is possible, maybe even likely, I guess it is possible, maybe even likely, 
that he turned around at some point that he turned around at some point 
and saw us. I really hope he didn’t. Or and saw us. I really hope he didn’t. Or 
maybe he didn’t know that we weren’t maybe he didn’t know that we weren’t 
supposed to be there? Although it seems supposed to be there? Although it seems 
more likely that Mir’s mom told him that more likely that Mir’s mom told him that 
she was hosting Mir’s birthday party she was hosting Mir’s birthday party 
and that he knew we were supposed to and that he knew we were supposed to 
be sleeping over at her house. I guess we be sleeping over at her house. I guess we 
will surely find out eventually if Rabbi will surely find out eventually if Rabbi 
ended up seeing us or not. ended up seeing us or not. 
 We got back to Mir’s house around  We got back to Mir’s house around 
5:00, an hour before sunrise. We were 5:00, an hour before sunrise. We were 
able to climb back into the same able to climb back into the same 
window we climbed out of, and we were window we climbed out of, and we were 
all asleep in Mir’s room by the time her all asleep in Mir’s room by the time her 
mom knocked on the door and asked if mom knocked on the door and asked if 
we wanted any pancakes. She didn’t we wanted any pancakes. She didn’t 
mention anything about Rabbi having mention anything about Rabbi having 
called her to tell her we snuck out, so called her to tell her we snuck out, so 
I guess that was a good sign. When I I guess that was a good sign. When I 
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got home a few hours later, I told my got home a few hours later, I told my 
dad about the sanctioned parts of the dad about the sanctioned parts of the 
sleepover, and he didn’t mention having sleepover, and he didn’t mention having 
received a call from Rabbi about our received a call from Rabbi about our 
secret subparty, so I guess we got away secret subparty, so I guess we got away 
with it.with it.
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 I usually love going to Hebrew I usually love going to Hebrew 
school. Regular school is full of school. Regular school is full of 
judgemental people who don’t judgemental people who don’t 
understand me. I especially hate the understand me. I especially hate the 
teachers at my school. Some of them teachers at my school. Some of them 
barely know the students’ names, let barely know the students’ names, let 
alone anything else about us. Because alone anything else about us. Because 
they don’t know us, they are also they don’t know us, they are also 
incapable of making their lessons fun. incapable of making their lessons fun. 
How could they possibly create a decent How could they possibly create a decent 
lesson if they don’t even know what lesson if they don’t even know what 
we find interesting. Hebrew school is we find interesting. Hebrew school is 
different though. Rabbi is the Hebrew different though. Rabbi is the Hebrew 
school teacher, and he has known most school teacher, and he has known most 
of us since we were born. He makes of us since we were born. He makes 
everything fun, even if it’s something everything fun, even if it’s something 
that no one would want to learn that no one would want to learn 
otherwise.otherwise.
 In regular school I am in the first  In regular school I am in the first 
grade of secondary school, but my grade of secondary school, but my 
Hebrew school doesn’t have grades. Hebrew school doesn’t have grades. 
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Hebrew school is usually connected to Hebrew school is usually connected to 
the synagogue you go to, so our small the synagogue you go to, so our small 
synagogue has a small Hebrew school. synagogue has a small Hebrew school. 
The adults at our synagogue tell me The adults at our synagogue tell me 
that the Hebrew schools that they grew that the Hebrew schools that they grew 
up going to in the US are separated into up going to in the US are separated into 
classes of 15-30 kids for each grade classes of 15-30 kids for each grade 
from five to thirteen years old. Not only from five to thirteen years old. Not only 
do the Hebrew schools have a separate do the Hebrew schools have a separate 
class for each grade, but each city has class for each grade, but each city has 
multiple Hebrew schools to choose from. multiple Hebrew schools to choose from. 
Families can decide which synagogue has Families can decide which synagogue has 
their favorite Hebrew school program, their favorite Hebrew school program, 
and decide to send their child there. and decide to send their child there. 
I can’t imagine what it would be like I can’t imagine what it would be like 
to live in a place with so many Jewish to live in a place with so many Jewish 
people.  people.  
 Our Hebrew school has 23 kids in  Our Hebrew school has 23 kids in 
total, which is a record high for this total, which is a record high for this 
school. Rabbi told me that there were school. Rabbi told me that there were 
only three Hebrew school kids during his only three Hebrew school kids during his 
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first year teaching here. Now we have a first year teaching here. Now we have a 
nice and sizable class, but it’s nowhere nice and sizable class, but it’s nowhere 
near big enough to break everyone up near big enough to break everyone up 
into grade level classes. So we are a into grade level classes. So we are a 
single class that ranges from ages 5 single class that ranges from ages 5 
to 12. Mir is the oldest of course, and to 12. Mir is the oldest of course, and 
has been for the whole time we have has been for the whole time we have 
been in Hebrew school. Sometimes I am been in Hebrew school. Sometimes I am 
jealous of that because it automatically jealous of that because it automatically 
makes her the coolest one there, and makes her the coolest one there, and 
everyone wants to be like her. But everyone wants to be like her. But 
then I remember that I am not only the then I remember that I am not only the 
second oldest, but also Mir’s best friend, second oldest, but also Mir’s best friend, 
so I think my Hebrew school social status so I think my Hebrew school social status 
is pretty high. is pretty high. 
 I am the only one from Hebrew  I am the only one from Hebrew 
school who got invited to Mir’s birthday school who got invited to Mir’s birthday 
party. Of course we have lots of friends party. Of course we have lots of friends 
here, but I think Mir would have been here, but I think Mir would have been 
a little embarrassed to invite our 8-10 a little embarrassed to invite our 8-10 
year old Hebrew school friends to her year old Hebrew school friends to her 
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12th birthday party. Her school friends 12th birthday party. Her school friends 
probably wouldn’t have understood probably wouldn’t have understood 
how and why we became such good how and why we became such good 
friends with our younger Hebrew school friends with our younger Hebrew school 
classmates. classmates. 
 Today, Rabbi finally changed the  Today, Rabbi finally changed the 
seating chart. He changes it every seating chart. He changes it every 
month so that we all get to know each month so that we all get to know each 
other well. While I do think this is a other well. While I do think this is a 
good practice, sometimes it angers me good practice, sometimes it angers me 
because he sticks me in a bad seat. because he sticks me in a bad seat. 
Last time I had to sit between Ezra and Last time I had to sit between Ezra and 
Ava, both of whom are six years old. Ava, both of whom are six years old. 
While they were sweet and I enjoyed While they were sweet and I enjoyed 
helping them, it’s not nearly as fun as helping them, it’s not nearly as fun as 
when I get to sit next to my friends. I when I get to sit next to my friends. I 
think Rabbi took pity on me for sitting think Rabbi took pity on me for sitting 
with the six year olds because this time with the six year olds because this time 
he gave me a prime spot in the front he gave me a prime spot in the front 
between Mir and Isaac. Isaac is my between Mir and Isaac. Isaac is my 
second favorite classmate after Mir. second favorite classmate after Mir. 
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He’s only nine, but he’s very funny and He’s only nine, but he’s very funny and 
surprisingly good at reading Hebrew. surprisingly good at reading Hebrew. 
 After establishing the new seats,  After establishing the new seats, 
Rabbi usually tells us to get out our Rabbi usually tells us to get out our 
notebooks and start right away. But notebooks and start right away. But 
today, he started pacing around the today, he started pacing around the 
room with a suspicious look on his face, room with a suspicious look on his face, 
which was a little scary because he which was a little scary because he 
eventually zeroed in on Mir and I. My eventually zeroed in on Mir and I. My 
heart started racing. What if he had heart started racing. What if he had 
seen us at Prater after all, and waited seen us at Prater after all, and waited 
until now to bust us? But that wouldn’t until now to bust us? But that wouldn’t 
make any sense, I hope. make any sense, I hope. 
 He eventually said, ”I heard  He eventually said, ”I heard 
someone had an absolutely epic someone had an absolutely epic 
birthday party last weekend.” Mir birthday party last weekend.” Mir 
briefly glanced at me with a terrified briefly glanced at me with a terrified 
look on her face, but she played it cool look on her face, but she played it cool 
and started to give Rabbi a painfully and started to give Rabbi a painfully 
detailed description of our time sleeping detailed description of our time sleeping 
over at her house and how fun it over at her house and how fun it 



3838

was. Rabbi seemed unimpressed and was. Rabbi seemed unimpressed and 
proceeded to say, ”That’s interesting proceeded to say, ”That’s interesting 
because I was at Prater on Saturday because I was at Prater on Saturday 
with some old friends and I was pretty with some old friends and I was pretty 
sure I caught a glimpse of some familiar sure I caught a glimpse of some familiar 
faces on the swings in the distance, but faces on the swings in the distance, but 
I must have been mistaken.”I must have been mistaken.”
 Oh no. Rabbi must have already  Oh no. Rabbi must have already 
seen us when we were on the swings, seen us when we were on the swings, 
before I even noticed that he was before I even noticed that he was 
there. But it seems that he didn’t tell there. But it seems that he didn’t tell 
our parents, and at this point, now our parents, and at this point, now 
that we have gotten home safely, he that we have gotten home safely, he 
probably wouldn’t, right? I mean, he probably wouldn’t, right? I mean, he 
did just tell the whole Hebrew school did just tell the whole Hebrew school 
class, but he also told them that he class, but he also told them that he 
must have been mistaken, and half of must have been mistaken, and half of 
them probably have no idea what he them probably have no idea what he 
was even talking about. Even though was even talking about. Even though 
Rabbi is best friends with Mir’s mom and Rabbi is best friends with Mir’s mom and 
my dad, I also think that Mir and I can my dad, I also think that Mir and I can 
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trust him not to rat us out. It’s not like trust him not to rat us out. It’s not like 
our parents finding out after the fact our parents finding out after the fact 
would make a big difference anyways, would make a big difference anyways, 
maybe we would just be more strictly maybe we would just be more strictly 
supervised in the future. But then we’ll supervised in the future. But then we’ll 
just behave well for a few months until just behave well for a few months until 
they loosen up again and we all forget they loosen up again and we all forget 
it ever happened. But maybe I’m just it ever happened. But maybe I’m just 
telling myself this so that I can calm telling myself this so that I can calm 
down and stop worrying.down and stop worrying.
 Rabbi didn’t end up saying anything  Rabbi didn’t end up saying anything 
more about our sneakout, so I assume more about our sneakout, so I assume 
that means we are safe and he is that means we are safe and he is 
not going to tell our parents. After not going to tell our parents. After 
acknowledging the sneakout, Rabbi acknowledging the sneakout, Rabbi 
congratulated Mir on turning 12 and congratulated Mir on turning 12 and 
said that she has now officially entered said that she has now officially entered 
her B’nai Mitzvah preparation year. her B’nai Mitzvah preparation year. 
Rabbi said that every B’nai Mitzvah Rabbi said that every B’nai Mitzvah 
he supervises has a special element he supervises has a special element 
that makes it unique, so Mir’s first that makes it unique, so Mir’s first 
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assignment is to give a presentation assignment is to give a presentation 
about what she wants her unique about what she wants her unique 
element to be and how she plans on element to be and how she plans on 
creating it. creating it. 
 I don’t know if I have ever been  I don’t know if I have ever been 
more jealous of anyone in my life. more jealous of anyone in my life. 
When Rabbi announced that Mir was When Rabbi announced that Mir was 
in her B’nai Mitzvah preparation year, in her B’nai Mitzvah preparation year, 
everyone in class audibly gasped. Having everyone in class audibly gasped. Having 
a B’nai Mitzvah is the most exciting a B’nai Mitzvah is the most exciting 
thing that can happen to anyone in thing that can happen to anyone in 
Hebrew school, so now I feel like Mir is Hebrew school, so now I feel like Mir is 
way above my league, especially since way above my league, especially since 
she’ll be the first one to have a B’nai she’ll be the first one to have a B’nai 
Mitzvah in such a long time. Mitzvah in such a long time. 
 I have been thinking about what I  I have been thinking about what I 
want my special B’nai Mitzvah element want my special B’nai Mitzvah element 
to be for years, but I have never to be for years, but I have never 
actually talked to Mir about what actually talked to Mir about what 
she wants hers to be. For the rest of she wants hers to be. For the rest of 
the lesson, Rabbi taught us about the the lesson, Rabbi taught us about the 
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because I was so focused on potential because I was so focused on potential 
ideas for Mir’s special element. I ideas for Mir’s special element. I 
unfortunately don’t have such a firm unfortunately don’t have such a firm 
grasp on what the possibilities are grasp on what the possibilities are 
because I have never been to a B’nai because I have never been to a B’nai 
Mitzvah at our synagogue before, since Mitzvah at our synagogue before, since 
no one has ever been the right age. no one has ever been the right age. 
I’ve actually only been to two B’nai I’ve actually only been to two B’nai 
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Mitzvahs in my life: one that my dad Mitzvahs in my life: one that my dad 
dragged me to at a historic synagogue dragged me to at a historic synagogue 
in Vienna and one for my cousin in in Vienna and one for my cousin in 
Philadelphia. Both of these are such Philadelphia. Both of these are such 
wildly different contexts from our little wildly different contexts from our little 
progressive synagogue in Vienna, that progressive synagogue in Vienna, that 
neither of them will help me know what neither of them will help me know what 
to expect from a B’nai Mitzvah at our to expect from a B’nai Mitzvah at our 
synagogue. synagogue. 
 After class, I asked Mir if we could  After class, I asked Mir if we could 
hang out together to brainstorm the hang out together to brainstorm the 
unique element of her B’nai Mitzvah. I unique element of her B’nai Mitzvah. I 
was relieved when she said yes because was relieved when she said yes because 
I honestly wasn’t sure how involved she I honestly wasn’t sure how involved she 
would want me to be in the decision. would want me to be in the decision. 
She asked if we could meet at my She asked if we could meet at my 
place and discuss ideas tomorrow place and discuss ideas tomorrow 
after school, probably because my dad after school, probably because my dad 
always makes the best snacks. always makes the best snacks. 
 In the meantime I will try to be as  In the meantime I will try to be as 
prepared as possible for our meeting. prepared as possible for our meeting. 
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I know that Mir likes to act cool and I know that Mir likes to act cool and 
confident, but she must be so terrified. confident, but she must be so terrified. 
If she doesn’t think of a good special If she doesn’t think of a good special 
element quickly, then she might start element quickly, then she might start 
getting stressed and end up letting getting stressed and end up letting 
her B’nai Mitzvah fall apart just like her B’nai Mitzvah fall apart just like 
her mom’s. We can’t let that happen. her mom’s. We can’t let that happen. 
The unfortunate thing is that I can’t The unfortunate thing is that I can’t 
think of any special elements for Mir. think of any special elements for Mir. 
It’s actually so hard to come up with It’s actually so hard to come up with 
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something, especially for someone else. If something, especially for someone else. If 
it were my B’nai Mitzvah, I would know it were my B’nai Mitzvah, I would know 
exactly what to do. I love sci-fi novels exactly what to do. I love sci-fi novels 
and think that having a sci-fi themed and think that having a sci-fi themed 
B’nai Mitzvah would be really cool. The B’nai Mitzvah would be really cool. The 
theme could be seen in the invitations, theme could be seen in the invitations, 
decorations, music, and everything else. decorations, music, and everything else. 
But I know I will have to save that idea But I know I will have to save that idea 
for my own B’nai Mitzvah because it is for my own B’nai Mitzvah because it is 
not going to be Mir’s thing. Mir is more not going to be Mir’s thing. Mir is more 
lowkey and chill. She’s very muted, but lowkey and chill. She’s very muted, but 
also fun and sweet on the inside. I am also fun and sweet on the inside. I am 
more of a splashy, talkative, bright more of a splashy, talkative, bright 
colored type. colored type. 
 Mir keeps most elements of herself  Mir keeps most elements of herself 
very close. Sometimes I wonder if it is very close. Sometimes I wonder if it is 
because her mom is so hands-off and because her mom is so hands-off and 
nonchalant. She’s nice enough and does nonchalant. She’s nice enough and does 
what moms are supposed to do, but what moms are supposed to do, but 
sometimes I feel like she’s kind of boring. sometimes I feel like she’s kind of boring. 
I couldn’t imagine living with a parent I couldn’t imagine living with a parent 
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like that. My dad and I always hang like that. My dad and I always hang 
out together on the weekends, travel out together on the weekends, travel 
together, and do all kinds of other fun together, and do all kinds of other fun 
stuff. I don’t think Mir has ever gone stuff. I don’t think Mir has ever gone 
anywhere with her mom without me and anywhere with her mom without me and 
my dad being there as well. my dad being there as well. 
 Now I can’t stop thinking about a  Now I can’t stop thinking about a 
sci-fi B’nai Mitzvah, I guess I will just sci-fi B’nai Mitzvah, I guess I will just 
have to wait until tomorrow for Mir have to wait until tomorrow for Mir 
and I to come up with some actually and I to come up with some actually 
constructive ideas together. constructive ideas together. 
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 When Mir got to my house, she When Mir got to my house, she 
admitted that she really needed my admitted that she really needed my 
help. That made me nervous since I help. That made me nervous since I 
hadn’t actually come up with any hadn’t actually come up with any 
specific ideas yet, probably because I specific ideas yet, probably because I 
spent my whole afternoon yesterday spent my whole afternoon yesterday 
designing an invitation for my own designing an invitation for my own 
sci-fi themed B’nai Mitzvah. We talked sci-fi themed B’nai Mitzvah. We talked 
for a while about different things Mir for a while about different things Mir 
could do. The first thing we seriously could do. The first thing we seriously 
considered was that Mir could make her considered was that Mir could make her 
own short film. She has always loved own short film. She has always loved 
taking videos and pictures so she would taking videos and pictures so she would 
have plenty of material to work with have plenty of material to work with 
if she wanted to make a film about her if she wanted to make a film about her 
life so far. But I think she was a little life so far. But I think she was a little 
worried that it would be embarrassing worried that it would be embarrassing 
to show videos of her from when she to show videos of her from when she 
was a little kid, so she didn’t seem too was a little kid, so she didn’t seem too 
excited about this idea. excited about this idea. 
 The next thing we discussed was  The next thing we discussed was 
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that she could grow lots of plants and that she could grow lots of plants and 
put them all in the synagogue so that put them all in the synagogue so that 
it felt like a garden. We are always it felt like a garden. We are always 
complaining that the synagogue decor is complaining that the synagogue decor is 
too drab, and adding some plants would too drab, and adding some plants would 
make it way more fun. Mir is really make it way more fun. Mir is really 
good at taking care of plants. She good at taking care of plants. She 
has so many of them in her room that has so many of them in her room that 
it feels like a jungle. If she was able it feels like a jungle. If she was able 
to transform the synagogue into this to transform the synagogue into this 
type of cool forest, it would definitely type of cool forest, it would definitely 
be a unique element to remember. Mir be a unique element to remember. Mir 
seemed a little more enthusiastic about seemed a little more enthusiastic about 
this idea, but it still seemed potentially this idea, but it still seemed potentially 
complicated and not that interesting. complicated and not that interesting. 
 After about an hour of fruitless  After about an hour of fruitless 
brainstorming, Mir said that she was brainstorming, Mir said that she was 
getting stressed because we weren’t getting stressed because we weren’t 
making any progress. I wasn’t sure why making any progress. I wasn’t sure why 
she was so impatient all of a sudden she was so impatient all of a sudden 
because we hadn’t been talking for because we hadn’t been talking for 
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that long, and I would’ve expected her that long, and I would’ve expected her 
to need quite a bit of time to come to need quite a bit of time to come 
up with her special element. When I up with her special element. When I 
told her to calm down she looked even told her to calm down she looked even 
more upset. She sighed and said, ”Davi, more upset. She sighed and said, ”Davi, 
I think I’m going to end up even worse I think I’m going to end up even worse 
off than my mom. She failed to have off than my mom. She failed to have 
her own B’nai Mitzvah even though she her own B’nai Mitzvah even though she 
knew what was supposed to happen knew what was supposed to happen 
during one and had been to loads of during one and had been to loads of 
them before. How am I possibly going to them before. How am I possibly going to 
be able to do better if I have no idea be able to do better if I have no idea 
what even belongs at a B’nai Mitzvah? what even belongs at a B’nai Mitzvah? 
I’ve only ever been to one, and it was I’ve only ever been to one, and it was 
that one at the historic synagogue, so that one at the historic synagogue, so 
it didn’t even give me any idea of what it didn’t even give me any idea of what 
mine could look like.”mine could look like.”
 I didn’t realize this was the only  I didn’t realize this was the only 
B’nai Mitzvah Mir had ever been to. B’nai Mitzvah Mir had ever been to. 
But I guess it makes sense because she But I guess it makes sense because she 
doesn’t visit her family in the US as doesn’t visit her family in the US as 
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often as I do, and even I have only often as I do, and even I have only 
been to one more B’nai Mitzvah than been to one more B’nai Mitzvah than 
she has. I understood how having she has. I understood how having 
only been to the B’nai Mitzvah at the only been to the B’nai Mitzvah at the 
historic synagogue would make it hard historic synagogue would make it hard 
for her to picture her own. I personally for her to picture her own. I personally 
found that my cousin’s B’nai Mitzvah found that my cousin’s B’nai Mitzvah 
in Philadelphia gave me a way better in Philadelphia gave me a way better 
idea of what to expect than the one at idea of what to expect than the one at 
the historic synagogue, but I guess the the historic synagogue, but I guess the 
one at the historic synagogue taught me one at the historic synagogue taught me 
other things. other things. 
 It must have been three years ago  It must have been three years ago 
that our guitarist, Jacob, got invited that our guitarist, Jacob, got invited 
to play for a B’nai Mitzvah at the to play for a B’nai Mitzvah at the 
historic synagogue. He was able to invite historic synagogue. He was able to invite 
all of us to come watch him. Everyone all of us to come watch him. Everyone 
at our synagogue was really excited at our synagogue was really excited 
about this for some reason. I was only about this for some reason. I was only 
eight years old so I didn’t really care. eight years old so I didn’t really care. 
But I will always remember the lesson But I will always remember the lesson 
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Rabbi did about the historic synagogue Rabbi did about the historic synagogue 
in Hebrew school the week before we in Hebrew school the week before we 
went. He told us all about how it was went. He told us all about how it was 
the only synagogue in Vienna to survive the only synagogue in Vienna to survive 
World War II. I was expecting this piece World War II. I was expecting this piece 
of information to be accompanied by of information to be accompanied by 
some type of heartwarming story of the some type of heartwarming story of the 
congregants defending their synagogue. congregants defending their synagogue. 
But it turned out that the Viennese But it turned out that the Viennese 
chose not to burn it down because it chose not to burn it down because it 
was connected to apartment buildings was connected to apartment buildings 
in which non-Jewish people lived, and in which non-Jewish people lived, and 
they didn’t want to risk burning those they didn’t want to risk burning those 
down as well. So it was only spared to down as well. So it was only spared to 
protect the non-Jewish people around protect the non-Jewish people around 
it. I found that extremely disappointing. it. I found that extremely disappointing. 
 Rabbi told the story in a nice  Rabbi told the story in a nice 
way, but it still haunted me for months way, but it still haunted me for months 
afterwards. Knowing this story makes afterwards. Knowing this story makes 
me thankful that our synagogue me thankful that our synagogue 
occupies just a few units out of many occupies just a few units out of many 
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on the ground floor of an apartment on the ground floor of an apartment 
building. This means there would be no building. This means there would be no 
way for someone to burn our synagogue way for someone to burn our synagogue 
down without hurting the other down without hurting the other 
apartments in the building. I hope this apartments in the building. I hope this 
will protect us from arson attempts. will protect us from arson attempts. 
 Even though the historic synagogue  Even though the historic synagogue 
and our synagogue are both close and our synagogue are both close 
to other buildings, that is where the to other buildings, that is where the 
similarities end. Our synagogue is similarities end. Our synagogue is 
literally a bunch of old apartments literally a bunch of old apartments 
that have been slightly remodeled that have been slightly remodeled 
and combined into a bigger space, and combined into a bigger space, 
but the historic synagogue is this huge but the historic synagogue is this huge 
architectural marvel, or at least that’s architectural marvel, or at least that’s 
what the adults call it. It has pillars what the adults call it. It has pillars 
and fancy lights and lots and lots of and fancy lights and lots and lots of 
seating. I guess it is pretty, but I feel like seating. I guess it is pretty, but I feel like 
if I went there I would never have that if I went there I would never have that 
cozy feeling that I always get in our cozy feeling that I always get in our 
synagogue. They also do a lot of things synagogue. They also do a lot of things 



5454

differently than we do, which Rabbi differently than we do, which Rabbi 
prepared us for before we went. prepared us for before we went. 
 I feel like everything at the historic  I feel like everything at the historic 
synagogue is dependent on people being synagogue is dependent on people being 
men or women. The men sit downstairs men or women. The men sit downstairs 
on the main floor of the synagogue on the main floor of the synagogue 
and the women sit upstairs and have and the women sit upstairs and have 
to look down on everything from to look down on everything from 
above. The men and women there also above. The men and women there also 
dress differently, and only men wear dress differently, and only men wear 
yarmulkes?! There was not one woman yarmulkes?! There was not one woman 
there wearing a yarmulke, which I found there wearing a yarmulke, which I found 
unbelievable. They even do their B’nai unbelievable. They even do their B’nai 
Mitzvahs differently. In our synagogue, Mitzvahs differently. In our synagogue, 
and in the one my dad grew up going and in the one my dad grew up going 
to, everybody has a B’nai Mitzvah when to, everybody has a B’nai Mitzvah when 
they turn thirteen. But at the historic they turn thirteen. But at the historic 
synagogue, boys have a Bar Mitzvah at synagogue, boys have a Bar Mitzvah at 
thirteen and girls have a Bat mitzvah thirteen and girls have a Bat mitzvah 
at twelve. at twelve. 
 All of this separation seems  All of this separation seems 
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complicated and unnecessary. At our complicated and unnecessary. At our 
synagogue, everyone sits in the same synagogue, everyone sits in the same 
seats, wears yarmulkes, and has a seats, wears yarmulkes, and has a 
B’nai Mitzvah at thirteen. I think it’s B’nai Mitzvah at thirteen. I think it’s 
just easier that way. Rabbi told us that just easier that way. Rabbi told us that 
apparently the way they do it at the apparently the way they do it at the 
historic synagogue is the old fashioned historic synagogue is the old fashioned 
way, and that most people used to do way, and that most people used to do 
it like that, even in his lifetime. But it it like that, even in his lifetime. But it 
slowly started changing so that it would slowly started changing so that it would 
be easier and better for everyone. He be easier and better for everyone. He 
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said that the word B’nai Mitzvah is said that the word B’nai Mitzvah is 
actually the plural of Bar Mitzvah and actually the plural of Bar Mitzvah and 
originally meant multiple people who originally meant multiple people who 
were having their Bar or Bat Mitzvah, were having their Bar or Bat Mitzvah, 
but now it is used as a term for anyone but now it is used as a term for anyone 
having their B’nai Mitzvah. I had never having their B’nai Mitzvah. I had never 
thought about any of this, I had only thought about any of this, I had only 
ever known to say B’nai Mitzvah, but ever known to say B’nai Mitzvah, but 
I guess it all made sense. It must have I guess it all made sense. It must have 
been weird for the people back when been weird for the people back when 
they first changed it, but I’m glad they they first changed it, but I’m glad they 
did because now my generation can did because now my generation can 
grow up without worrying about all grow up without worrying about all 
that.that.
 Remembering all these differences  Remembering all these differences 
made me realize the extent to which made me realize the extent to which 
Mir actually has no idea what she is Mir actually has no idea what she is 
doing, but I tried to calm her down doing, but I tried to calm her down 
anyway since she was so worked up. I anyway since she was so worked up. I 
suggested we talk to my dad because suggested we talk to my dad because 
I am pretty sure that he had his own I am pretty sure that he had his own 



5757

successful B’nai Mitzvah at thirteen successful B’nai Mitzvah at thirteen 
and I know he has also been to tons of and I know he has also been to tons of 
B’nai Mitzvahs. Surely he could give us B’nai Mitzvahs. Surely he could give us 
some ideas. some ideas. 
 When I suggested asking my dad  When I suggested asking my dad 
for help, Mir said that she was hoping I for help, Mir said that she was hoping I 
would say that. She admitted that she would say that. She admitted that she 
had actually come over because she had actually come over because she 
wanted my dad’s advice. She said she wanted my dad’s advice. She said she 
didn’t want to ask her mom because didn’t want to ask her mom because 
she knows that her mom gets sad when she knows that her mom gets sad when 
she has to talk about her failed B’nai she has to talk about her failed B’nai 
Mitzvah. Besides, Mir’s mom hasn’t been Mitzvah. Besides, Mir’s mom hasn’t been 
to nearly as many B’nai Mitzvahs as my to nearly as many B’nai Mitzvahs as my 
dad, and she probably wouldn’t come dad, and she probably wouldn’t come 
up with anything fun. Rabbi would have up with anything fun. Rabbi would have 
actually been the best person to ask actually been the best person to ask 
about the special element, since it was about the special element, since it was 
his idea. But Mir wanted to impress and his idea. But Mir wanted to impress and 
surprise him with her presentation later, surprise him with her presentation later, 
so that made my dad the next best so that made my dad the next best 
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person to ask. When we went to get my person to ask. When we went to get my 
dad, he was in the living room watching dad, he was in the living room watching 
his favorite TV show. Mir asked me if I his favorite TV show. Mir asked me if I 
thought it would be okay to interrupt thought it would be okay to interrupt 
him. I recognized the episode he was him. I recognized the episode he was 
watching, and I know he has probably watching, and I know he has probably 
watched it ten times before, so I told watched it ten times before, so I told 
her it would be completely fine. her it would be completely fine. 
 When Mir asked my dad to tell her  When Mir asked my dad to tell her 
all about his B’nai Mitzvah, his face all about his B’nai Mitzvah, his face 
lit up. ”Oh my goodness, is it that time lit up. ”Oh my goodness, is it that time 
already? I have been waiting years already? I have been waiting years 
for the day that one of you wants to for the day that one of you wants to 
hear about my B’nai Mitzvah,” he said. hear about my B’nai Mitzvah,” he said. 
It was at that moment that I realized It was at that moment that I realized 
that I’ve never asked my dad about that I’ve never asked my dad about 
his B’nai Mitzvah, and he’s also never his B’nai Mitzvah, and he’s also never 
volunteered any information about it. volunteered any information about it. 
So I actually have no idea what it was So I actually have no idea what it was 
like. I always assumed it was just like like. I always assumed it was just like 
the one that my cousin in Philadelphia the one that my cousin in Philadelphia 
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had. had. 
 My cousins go to the same  My cousins go to the same 
synagogue my dad grew up at, and synagogue my dad grew up at, and 
I have to admit it is a fantastic I have to admit it is a fantastic 
synagogue. I’m not jealous though synagogue. I’m not jealous though 
because I’m glad to be from Vienna because I’m glad to be from Vienna 
and I like our little synagogue, but and I like our little synagogue, but 
the synagogue in Philadelphia is also the synagogue in Philadelphia is also 
great. It’s a huge congregation, and great. It’s a huge congregation, and 
they all seemed so happy and relaxed, they all seemed so happy and relaxed, 
probably because there was barely any probably because there was barely any 
security. We did have to use a discreet security. We did have to use a discreet 
back entrance and go through some back entrance and go through some 
metal detectors, but that was all. The metal detectors, but that was all. The 
synagogue even had a big sign out front synagogue even had a big sign out front 
with the name of the congregation with the name of the congregation 
written in English and Hebrew. written in English and Hebrew. 
 Our synagogue in Vienna doesn’t  Our synagogue in Vienna doesn’t 
have any type of signage outside, and have any type of signage outside, and 
we also have bulletproof doors and we also have bulletproof doors and 
windows. Even with all of these safety windows. Even with all of these safety 
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measures, we still always have a police measures, we still always have a police 
van parked out front during services van parked out front during services 
just in case. Sometimes I feel like all just in case. Sometimes I feel like all 
this security gives our synagogue an this security gives our synagogue an 
unnecessarily dreary vibe, but we unnecessarily dreary vibe, but we 
still have good times inside. Although I still have good times inside. Although I 
loved my cousin’s synagogue, his B’nai loved my cousin’s synagogue, his B’nai 
Mitzvah was nothing special. We sang Mitzvah was nothing special. We sang 
some songs, he read his Torah portion, some songs, he read his Torah portion, 
we threw candy at him, he explained we threw candy at him, he explained 
his preparations, lots of people gave his preparations, lots of people gave 
heartwarming speeches, and that was heartwarming speeches, and that was 
pretty much it. pretty much it. 
 I asked my dad, ”but wasn’t your  I asked my dad, ”but wasn’t your 
B’nai Mitzvah basically the same as B’nai Mitzvah basically the same as 
cousin Eli’s?”cousin Eli’s?”
 ”Well yes and no,” was his response.  ”Well yes and no,” was his response. 
He then went on to explain that he He then went on to explain that he 
and his friends decided to crochet all and his friends decided to crochet all 
the yarmulkes that the guests wore at the yarmulkes that the guests wore at 
the service. In the end they crocheted the service. In the end they crocheted 
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400 yarmulkes in different colors and 400 yarmulkes in different colors and 
patterns, and every single one was patterns, and every single one was 
taken by a guest. I know it’s normal to taken by a guest. I know it’s normal to 
have silly little disposable yarmulkes have silly little disposable yarmulkes 
with the name of the B’nai Mitzvah and with the name of the B’nai Mitzvah and 
the date on them, but I’ve never heard the date on them, but I’ve never heard 
of anyone crocheting all the yarmulkes of anyone crocheting all the yarmulkes 
by hand before. I was especially by hand before. I was especially 
surprised that my dad did this because surprised that my dad did this because 
I have never seen him crochet or do I have never seen him crochet or do 
anything crafty before. anything crafty before. 
 Mir actually loved this idea so  Mir actually loved this idea so 
much that she wanted to take it for her much that she wanted to take it for her 
own B’nai Mitzvah, which my dad said own B’nai Mitzvah, which my dad said 
would be alright. At first I thought she would be alright. At first I thought she 
was just looking to copy my dad for an was just looking to copy my dad for an 
easy way out. I know how much pressure easy way out. I know how much pressure 
she is putting on herself to come up with she is putting on herself to come up with 
a theme fast and not turn out like her a theme fast and not turn out like her 
mom, but I would hate to see her choose mom, but I would hate to see her choose 
a theme she’s not completely excited a theme she’s not completely excited 
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about just because of that. Afterwards, about just because of that. Afterwards, 
she told me how excited she was, and she told me how excited she was, and 
that no other idea could possibly be that no other idea could possibly be 
better. She said she liked this idea better. She said she liked this idea 
because it is simple, not too flashy, and because it is simple, not too flashy, and 
will make her B’nai Mitzvah memorable will make her B’nai Mitzvah memorable 
because everyone who comes will have because everyone who comes will have 
a little gift, reminding them of her a little gift, reminding them of her 
special day forever. special day forever. 
 She also told me that she hates  She also told me that she hates 
how boring most of the yarmulkes how boring most of the yarmulkes 
worn at our synagogue are, and that worn at our synagogue are, and that 
she hoped people would want to keep she hoped people would want to keep 
wearing the nice colorful ones that we wearing the nice colorful ones that we 
will make even after her B’nai Mitzvah will make even after her B’nai Mitzvah 
is over. That was when I was really is over. That was when I was really 
sold on the idea because I always feel sold on the idea because I always feel 
like a fool being the only one over the like a fool being the only one over the 
age of eight in a colorful yarmulke. I age of eight in a colorful yarmulke. I 
was excited to see Mir so committed was excited to see Mir so committed 
to changing the yarmulke trends at to changing the yarmulke trends at 
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our synagogue because she usually just our synagogue because she usually just 
wears a plain white one herself. But wears a plain white one herself. But 
maybe that’s just because she is too maybe that’s just because she is too 
embarrassed to wear a more fun one. embarrassed to wear a more fun one. 
 I think she especially liked the long  I think she especially liked the long 
lasting potential of this idea because lasting potential of this idea because 
she knows everyone in the congregation she knows everyone in the congregation 
is going to be watching and judging her is going to be watching and judging her 
B’nai Mitzvah since it is the first one in B’nai Mitzvah since it is the first one in 
a long time. If she does a project that a long time. If she does a project that 
makes a positive contribution to the makes a positive contribution to the 
synagogue, then people are sure to view synagogue, then people are sure to view 
it well and think she is growing into a it well and think she is growing into a 
good member of the community. good member of the community. 
 Even though my dad made 400  Even though my dad made 400 
yarmulkes for his B’nai Mitvah, he yarmulkes for his B’nai Mitvah, he 
specifically told us to make way less specifically told us to make way less 
than that because it would be too than that because it would be too 
many for our small synagogue. Mir and I many for our small synagogue. Mir and I 
agreed that this made sense, but neither agreed that this made sense, but neither 
of us knew how many we should make of us knew how many we should make 
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because my dad didn’t really give us because my dad didn’t really give us 
an indication of how many he thought an indication of how many he thought 
would be appropriate. Later Mir and would be appropriate. Later Mir and 
I talked about it and decided that if I talked about it and decided that if 
everyone from our synagogue comes, everyone from our synagogue comes, 
and Mir invites all of her friends, and Mir invites all of her friends, 
it would be about right to make 130 it would be about right to make 130 
yarmulkes. I then suggested that we yarmulkes. I then suggested that we 
make 133 because it sounds like a cooler make 133 because it sounds like a cooler 
and more specific number. Mir said that and more specific number. Mir said that 
was fine, as long as I made the final was fine, as long as I made the final 
three. three. 
 Then it was decided that we were  Then it was decided that we were 
going to crochet 133 yarmulkes in an going to crochet 133 yarmulkes in an 
effort to make Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah a effort to make Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah a 
successful event with lasting influence. successful event with lasting influence. 
Hopefully the congregation will be Hopefully the congregation will be 
sporting the colorful yarmulkes for sporting the colorful yarmulkes for 
many years to come. There was only many years to come. There was only 
one final issue with this plan: neither of one final issue with this plan: neither of 
us have ever crocheted before. us have ever crocheted before. 
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 Mir asked my dad if he could teach  Mir asked my dad if he could teach 
us to crochet, but apparently he hasn’t us to crochet, but apparently he hasn’t 
done it since right before his B’nai done it since right before his B’nai 
Mitzvah and doesn’t remember how. I Mitzvah and doesn’t remember how. I 
told Mir we would figure it out together. told Mir we would figure it out together. 
My grandma has made all the yarmulkes My grandma has made all the yarmulkes 
that my dad and I own, so I’m sure she that my dad and I own, so I’m sure she 
could at least help us get started. I told could at least help us get started. I told 
Mir I would video call my grandma later Mir I would video call my grandma later 
and ask her what we should do. and ask her what we should do. 
 Before she left, Mir made me  Before she left, Mir made me 
promise that I would give it my all in promise that I would give it my all in 
helping her complete this homemade helping her complete this homemade 
yarmulke project because she didn’t yarmulke project because she didn’t 
think she could do it alone. I promised think she could do it alone. I promised 
that I would be there every step of the that I would be there every step of the 
way. I love that she chose something way. I love that she chose something 
she can’t do alone and that we need she can’t do alone and that we need 
to do together. This will make her B’nai to do together. This will make her B’nai 
Mitzvah even more special. I am so Mitzvah even more special. I am so 
excited! excited! 
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 I just finished calling my grandma. I just finished calling my grandma. 
She was quite optimistic about the She was quite optimistic about the 
crocheting project. Perhaps too crocheting project. Perhaps too 
optimistic, given that neither Mir nor optimistic, given that neither Mir nor 
I have ever crocheted before. When I I have ever crocheted before. When I 
told my grandma that she was putting told my grandma that she was putting 
too much faith in my future crocheting too much faith in my future crocheting 
skills, she said that she knows I will skills, she said that she knows I will 
learn quickly because I have made so learn quickly because I have made so 
many friendship bracelets with such many friendship bracelets with such 
elaborate patterns. While this did elaborate patterns. While this did 
give me some hope, I think friendship give me some hope, I think friendship 
bracelet making is a very different bracelet making is a very different 
craft, almost unrelated to crocheting, craft, almost unrelated to crocheting, 
barring the fact that they both involve barring the fact that they both involve 
some type of string. It was, however, some type of string. It was, however, 
nice that she filled me with confidence nice that she filled me with confidence 
and told me that she thought Mir and and told me that she thought Mir and 
I could make a bunch of yarmulkes no I could make a bunch of yarmulkes no 
problem. problem. 
 As for actually getting started,  As for actually getting started, 
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she said the first step was to learn she said the first step was to learn 
how to crochet a plain square, then a how to crochet a plain square, then a 
circle, then a yarmulke. After that we circle, then a yarmulke. After that we 
could start working on cool patterns. could start working on cool patterns. 
She told me that she could make time She told me that she could make time 
to call Mir and me and teach us, but to call Mir and me and teach us, but 
I thought it would be easier to just I thought it would be easier to just 
learn with videos from the internet. learn with videos from the internet. 
So I told her we would try to figure it So I told her we would try to figure it 
out ourselves first and then call her out ourselves first and then call her 
for troubleshooting, since videos can’t for troubleshooting, since videos can’t 
really help you when you’re stuck. I really help you when you’re stuck. I 
hope she wasn’t offended that I didn’t hope she wasn’t offended that I didn’t 
want her to give us a full lesson, but want her to give us a full lesson, but 
sometimes trying to learn something sometimes trying to learn something 
over video call can be difficult. I over video call can be difficult. I 
learned that a while back when my learned that a while back when my 
grandpa video called me and tried to grandpa video called me and tried to 
teach me how to make matzah balls. teach me how to make matzah balls. 
 My grandma gave me clear  My grandma gave me clear 
instructions for what kind of crochet instructions for what kind of crochet 
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hooks and yarn to buy. I decided I would hooks and yarn to buy. I decided I would 
buy some for Mir too and give them to buy some for Mir too and give them to 
her as a late birthday present since her as a late birthday present since 
all I got her so far were the cupcakes all I got her so far were the cupcakes 
I brought to her party. I really hope I brought to her party. I really hope 
the crocheting doesn’t end up being too the crocheting doesn’t end up being too 
difficult because if it fails Mir will have difficult because if it fails Mir will have 
to pick a whole new unique element and to pick a whole new unique element and 
it was already a lot of work to come up it was already a lot of work to come up 
with this one. with this one. 

 Mir and I met today to learn how  Mir and I met today to learn how 
to crochet a simple square and a to crochet a simple square and a 
circle. We found videos to teach us both circle. We found videos to teach us both 
of these skills. Each video was about of these skills. Each video was about 
half an hour long, so we thought that half an hour long, so we thought that 
if we budgeted one whole day for the if we budgeted one whole day for the 
circle and the square, we would have circle and the square, we would have 
figured them both out no problem, but figured them both out no problem, but 
we were very wrong about that.we were very wrong about that.
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 More than anything, what we  More than anything, what we 
learned today was that crocheting is learned today was that crocheting is 
a lot harder than we thought it was. a lot harder than we thought it was. 
Even though the video was for people Even though the video was for people 
who have never crocheted before, who have never crocheted before, 
we struggled to follow it. Figuring out we struggled to follow it. Figuring out 
each step took us way longer than each step took us way longer than 
anticipated. Sometimes I had to push anticipated. Sometimes I had to push 
the hook so hard to get it through the the hook so hard to get it through the 
holes in the yarn that my hands would holes in the yarn that my hands would 
start hurting. Then I would usually get start hurting. Then I would usually get 
frustrated and unravel the square. frustrated and unravel the square. 
After a full day of crocheting, all we After a full day of crocheting, all we 
managed to make was a lumpy square managed to make was a lumpy square 
that looked nothing like the square that that looked nothing like the square that 
the person in the video had made. We the person in the video had made. We 
didn’t even get to the circle video.didn’t even get to the circle video.
 Towards the end of our crocheting  Towards the end of our crocheting 
session, we called my grandma to session, we called my grandma to 
complain about how much we were complain about how much we were 
struggling. We showed her our lumpy struggling. We showed her our lumpy 
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squares and described all the agony squares and described all the agony 
that went into making them, hoping that went into making them, hoping 
that she would either admit that she that she would either admit that she 
was wrong in her optimism about the was wrong in her optimism about the 
project, or give us some kind of magical project, or give us some kind of magical 
tip that would make us suddenly able tip that would make us suddenly able 
to crochet perfectly. Unfortunately, to crochet perfectly. Unfortunately, 
neither of these things happened. What neither of these things happened. What 
she did say was that the lumpy squares she did say was that the lumpy squares 
are a good start and that, apparently, are a good start and that, apparently, 
if we each crochet a little every day, it if we each crochet a little every day, it 
will get easier. I will believe it when I see will get easier. I will believe it when I see 
it.  it.  

 I have been crocheting pretty much  I have been crocheting pretty much 
non-stop for the last month or so and non-stop for the last month or so and 
my progress has been minimal. I barely my progress has been minimal. I barely 
even have time to write in my journal even have time to write in my journal 
now because I am so busy crocheting, now because I am so busy crocheting, 
but that’s okay because the crocheting but that’s okay because the crocheting 
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is very important. At this point I can is very important. At this point I can 
make squares reasonably well, but the make squares reasonably well, but the 
circles are still giving me trouble. The circles are still giving me trouble. The 
first one I made wasn’t a circle at all first one I made wasn’t a circle at all 
but the shape of a little thimble that I but the shape of a little thimble that I 
could fit on my thumb. That set the bar could fit on my thumb. That set the bar 
really low. My subsequent circles have really low. My subsequent circles have 
been better, but sometimes they turn been better, but sometimes they turn 
out ruffly like a flower, and sometimes out ruffly like a flower, and sometimes 
they mysteriously turn into hexagons. they mysteriously turn into hexagons. 
One time I actually made a nice circle. One time I actually made a nice circle. 
I was so proud that I thought I was I was so proud that I thought I was 
ready for the next step, but when ready for the next step, but when 
I tried to turn it into a yarmulke, it I tried to turn it into a yarmulke, it 
ended up lying flat like a regular circle. ended up lying flat like a regular circle. 
The yarmulkes my grandma makes have The yarmulkes my grandma makes have 
such a nice shape, but I guess I just such a nice shape, but I guess I just 
don’t know how to make them like that don’t know how to make them like that 
yet, even though I am trying my best to yet, even though I am trying my best to 
follow the pattern she sent me. follow the pattern she sent me. 
 Mir is having a little more luck than  Mir is having a little more luck than 
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I am. She has been able to make one I am. She has been able to make one 
or two successful yarmulkes that look or two successful yarmulkes that look 
pretty alright, but she says that each pretty alright, but she says that each 
one takes her hours. If I can barely one takes her hours. If I can barely 
even crochet a circle, and Mir needs even crochet a circle, and Mir needs 
five hours to make a single yarmulke, I five hours to make a single yarmulke, I 
don’t know how we are ever going to don’t know how we are ever going to 
make 133. Plus, we only have two more make 133. Plus, we only have two more 
weeks of school, then I will be leaving weeks of school, then I will be leaving 
for the summer. for the summer. 
 Every summer my dad sends me to  Every summer my dad sends me to 
the summer camp in Pennsylvania that the summer camp in Pennsylvania that 
he grew up going to. The first summer he grew up going to. The first summer 
I was a little unsure about it. After I was a little unsure about it. After 
all, seven weeks is a long time for an all, seven weeks is a long time for an 
eight year old to spend in the care eight year old to spend in the care 
of strangers in a country they have of strangers in a country they have 
barely been to. But now I have grown barely been to. But now I have grown 
to appreciate camp and even ask to go to appreciate camp and even ask to go 
back. My dad started sending me there back. My dad started sending me there 
so that I could meet other Jewish kids so that I could meet other Jewish kids 
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my age, besides just Mir. Camp is good my age, besides just Mir. Camp is good 
for meeting other Jewish kids, but the for meeting other Jewish kids, but the 
kids in Pennsylvania don’t really get kids in Pennsylvania don’t really get 
me like Mir does. They know so many me like Mir does. They know so many 
Jewish kids already that they don’t need Jewish kids already that they don’t need 
to meet me, even though they are still to meet me, even though they are still 
great friends to have for the summer. great friends to have for the summer. 
Everyone there is always asking me Everyone there is always asking me 
what my life in Vienna is like, and I what my life in Vienna is like, and I 
happily tell them. But I think that I could happily tell them. But I think that I could 
never make them understand what it is never make them understand what it is 
like to only know one Jewish kid my age like to only know one Jewish kid my age 
in my entire Jewish community because in my entire Jewish community because 
they will never experience that in their they will never experience that in their 
cities. cities. 
 I am hoping that camp will be a  I am hoping that camp will be a 
good place to learn to crochet because good place to learn to crochet because 
we have a lot of free time and there we have a lot of free time and there 
are so many people there. Someone at are so many people there. Someone at 
camp is bound to know how to crochet camp is bound to know how to crochet 
and be able to help me. The only sad and be able to help me. The only sad 
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thing is that I can’t use my phone there thing is that I can’t use my phone there 
so the only way for me to contact Mir so the only way for me to contact Mir 
is by writing letters to her. I plan to is by writing letters to her. I plan to 
write her a weekly letter and put a write her a weekly letter and put a 
small sample of my crocheting progress small sample of my crocheting progress 
in each letter. But I know my letters in each letter. But I know my letters 
take a long time to arrive in Vienna all take a long time to arrive in Vienna all 
the way from Pennsylvania, so I hope the way from Pennsylvania, so I hope 
she gets at least some of them before she gets at least some of them before 
the end of the summer. If my crochet the end of the summer. If my crochet 
progress doesn’t improve throughout progress doesn’t improve throughout 
the summer, then I don’t know what I’m the summer, then I don’t know what I’m 
going to do. But I guess I will have to going to do. But I guess I will have to 
worry about that later. worry about that later. 
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 I am leaving for camp tomorrow  I am leaving for camp tomorrow 
morning. I have packed an abundance morning. I have packed an abundance 
of yarn, my crochet hook, an unusually of yarn, my crochet hook, an unusually 
large amount of stationary, and large amount of stationary, and 
several bundles of stamps that my several bundles of stamps that my 
grandma sent me. This way I will be grandma sent me. This way I will be 
ready to master crocheting and send ready to master crocheting and send 
my progress to Mir throughout the my progress to Mir throughout the 
summer. I will send letters to my other summer. I will send letters to my other 
friends too of course, and my dad. But friends too of course, and my dad. But 
Mir is my main concern at the moment. Mir is my main concern at the moment. 
I don’t want her to think that I am I don’t want her to think that I am 
abandoning her by going away for so abandoning her by going away for so 
long, but she knows I go to camp for long, but she knows I go to camp for 
seven weeks every summer so I’m sure seven weeks every summer so I’m sure 
she doesn’t think that. she doesn’t think that. 
 My dad says that all Jewish kids in  My dad says that all Jewish kids in 
the US go to summer camp, but I know the US go to summer camp, but I know 
that’s a massive overgeneralization that’s a massive overgeneralization 
on his part because Mir’s mom grew on his part because Mir’s mom grew 
up Jewish in the US and she has never up Jewish in the US and she has never 
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been to summer camp. This means that been to summer camp. This means that 
Mir also doesn’t get sent to camp. It’s Mir also doesn’t get sent to camp. It’s 
honestly a shame because I think Mir honestly a shame because I think Mir 
would really like camp. Mir always gets would really like camp. Mir always gets 
mixed in with these ultra cool kids at mixed in with these ultra cool kids at 
school who judge everyone. But Mir school who judge everyone. But Mir 
never judges anyone at Hebrew school never judges anyone at Hebrew school 
because that’s just not how we act because that’s just not how we act 
there. Hebrew school is our place to there. Hebrew school is our place to 
be able to relax and act however we be able to relax and act however we 
want, and camp is like that too. Maybe want, and camp is like that too. Maybe 
if Mir went to camp, she would act like if Mir went to camp, she would act like 
she does at Hebrew school and make she does at Hebrew school and make 
some nice, less judgemental friends. some nice, less judgemental friends. 
 But I know Mir will definitely not  But I know Mir will definitely not 
be going and will probably just hang be going and will probably just hang 
out with her school friends all summer, out with her school friends all summer, 
which she will enjoy on some level which she will enjoy on some level 
I’m sure. I will keep her updated and I’m sure. I will keep her updated and 
make sure she is still living the crochet make sure she is still living the crochet 
journey with me. I will also use my time journey with me. I will also use my time 
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in the US to communicate more with my in the US to communicate more with my 
grandma about the crocheting process. grandma about the crocheting process. 
She only lives about a two hour drive She only lives about a two hour drive 
away from camp, so my letters will away from camp, so my letters will 
only take a day to get to her. This only take a day to get to her. This 
means that, in case no one at camp means that, in case no one at camp 
can crochet at all, which I find very can crochet at all, which I find very 
unlikely, I can send her my pieces and unlikely, I can send her my pieces and 
she can look at them herself and tell she can look at them herself and tell 
me what I am doing wrong. We also have me what I am doing wrong. We also have 
two visiting days per summer and she two visiting days per summer and she 
always comes to both of them, maybe always comes to both of them, maybe 
she can give me a little lesson then. she can give me a little lesson then. 
 I realize that mailing my grandma  I realize that mailing my grandma 
failed crochet circles makes me failed crochet circles makes me 
extremely desperate. I never expected extremely desperate. I never expected 
to still be struggling this much after two to still be struggling this much after two 
months of diligent practice, but here months of diligent practice, but here 
we are I guess. Mir tried to help me out we are I guess. Mir tried to help me out 
the other day. She said that I’m not the other day. She said that I’m not 
paying enough attention to the number paying enough attention to the number 
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of stitches, and that I’m crocheting of stitches, and that I’m crocheting 
with uneven tension or something and with uneven tension or something and 
that’s why my circles are so ugly and that’s why my circles are so ugly and 
hers are turning out fine. The counting hers are turning out fine. The counting 
stitches thing I will give her because I stitches thing I will give her because I 
just find it so exceedingly boring to sit just find it so exceedingly boring to sit 
in my room counting stitches one after in my room counting stitches one after 
the other. I asked her how I could fix the other. I asked her how I could fix 
the uneven tension though and she said the uneven tension though and she said 
she didn’t know and I had to just feel she didn’t know and I had to just feel 
it. I definitely do not feel it. I just hope it. I definitely do not feel it. I just hope 
that if I spend more time practicing, that if I spend more time practicing, 
and maybeee grudgingly work on my and maybeee grudgingly work on my 
counting, that it will mostly get better counting, that it will mostly get better 
on its own. on its own. 
 I am in a group chat of all the kids  I am in a group chat of all the kids 
at my camp who usually end up in the at my camp who usually end up in the 
same cabin every year. I texted them same cabin every year. I texted them 
last night and asked if any of them last night and asked if any of them 
knew how to crochet and they all said knew how to crochet and they all said 
no. That was a little discouraging. But no. That was a little discouraging. But 
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I guess I’ll just have to leave the cabin I guess I’ll just have to leave the cabin 
to find someone who can help me. My to find someone who can help me. My 
favorite bunkmate Noah mentioned favorite bunkmate Noah mentioned 
that there was a crochet elective last that there was a crochet elective last 
summer that anyone could sign up for, summer that anyone could sign up for, 
but he didn’t know if they were going but he didn’t know if they were going 
to offer it again this year. I really hope to offer it again this year. I really hope 
they do because that would be exactly they do because that would be exactly 
what I need. what I need. 

 It is now the evening of the third  It is now the evening of the third 
day of camp. The first days are always day of camp. The first days are always 
very intense welcome days, which I very intense welcome days, which I 
like because it makes me glad to be like because it makes me glad to be 
back. But the welcome days are also back. But the welcome days are also 
exhausting, and I usually feel a little exhausting, and I usually feel a little 
dead afterwards. I have some weird dead afterwards. I have some weird 
counselors this year. I think they are counselors this year. I think they are 
both new at the camp and one of them both new at the camp and one of them 
is overly enthusiastic and asks way too is overly enthusiastic and asks way too 



8484

many questions, while the other one is many questions, while the other one is 
almost never there and has basically almost never there and has basically 
just slept through the past days.just slept through the past days.
 During the introduction circle on  During the introduction circle on 
the first day, we all had to introduce the first day, we all had to introduce 
ourselves with our names, where we ourselves with our names, where we 
live, and our favorite activity at camp. live, and our favorite activity at camp. 
Usually counselors don’t ask where we Usually counselors don’t ask where we 
live, at least not on the first day. They live, at least not on the first day. They 
ask something that says more about ask something that says more about 
us, like our favorite animal or our us, like our favorite animal or our 
favorite camp meal. I like those types of favorite camp meal. I like those types of 
questions much better, but my counselor questions much better, but my counselor 
this year is nosy. this year is nosy. 
 Most of the kids in the cabin  Most of the kids in the cabin 
already know me from the previous already know me from the previous 
years, so they know I live in Vienna. It is years, so they know I live in Vienna. It is 
always a little awkward when they first always a little awkward when they first 
find out. Most people have never heard find out. Most people have never heard 
of Vienna, and then when I tell them it’s of Vienna, and then when I tell them it’s 
the capital of Austria they have also the capital of Austria they have also 
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never heard of Austria. After years of never heard of Austria. After years of 
practice, I have crafted a fool-proof practice, I have crafted a fool-proof 
response that can all be summed up in response that can all be summed up in 
one sentence. So now I say: ”it’s a large one sentence. So now I say: ”it’s a large 
city in a German speaking country next city in a German speaking country next 
to Germany.” At this point people get all to Germany.” At this point people get all 
shocked and start asking me if I speak shocked and start asking me if I speak 
German and what my life is like. As if German and what my life is like. As if 
I could be from Vienna and just take I could be from Vienna and just take 
a pass on speaking German, what a a pass on speaking German, what a 
ridiculous thought. ridiculous thought. 
 This is pretty much the  This is pretty much the 
conversation I’ve had with all the conversation I’ve had with all the 
people in my cabin at one point or people in my cabin at one point or 
another. I usually don’t mind telling another. I usually don’t mind telling 
them where Vienna is because they are them where Vienna is because they are 
always nice and want to learn, but I always nice and want to learn, but I 
know that with adults it’s worse. They know that with adults it’s worse. They 
have usually heard of Austria and all have usually heard of Austria and all 
they know about it is that it’s where they know about it is that it’s where 
Hitler is from, and that the Holocaust Hitler is from, and that the Holocaust 
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partly happened there. You would think partly happened there. You would think 
that people would maybe keep this to that people would maybe keep this to 
themselves when a kid is telling them themselves when a kid is telling them 
where they live, but you would be wrong. where they live, but you would be wrong. 
Sometimes people ask me if I’m Jewish, Sometimes people ask me if I’m Jewish, 
which I of course am, because why which I of course am, because why 
would I go all the way to Pennsylvania would I go all the way to Pennsylvania 
to go to a Jewish summer camp if I to go to a Jewish summer camp if I 
wasn’t Jewish? I think they just assume wasn’t Jewish? I think they just assume 
that there are no more Jewish people that there are no more Jewish people 
left in Austria because of the Holocaust, left in Austria because of the Holocaust, 
which for the most part was true, but which for the most part was true, but 
it’s been a long time since then. Now the it’s been a long time since then. Now the 
returned generations are there, along returned generations are there, along 
with some other Jewish people as well.with some other Jewish people as well.
 Despite my perpetual preparedness  Despite my perpetual preparedness 
for people at camp saying weird things for people at camp saying weird things 
about my being from Austria, I was not about my being from Austria, I was not 
fully prepared for what my counselor fully prepared for what my counselor 
said to me today. As expected, when said to me today. As expected, when 
my turn came in the intro round and I my turn came in the intro round and I 
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said I was from Vienna, a couple people said I was from Vienna, a couple people 
gasped and one kid asked me where gasped and one kid asked me where 
it was. My counselor skipped directly it was. My counselor skipped directly 
to saying, ”oh how interesting. Are you to saying, ”oh how interesting. Are you 
Jewish?”Jewish?”
 ”Yes I’m Jewish,” I obviously replied.  ”Yes I’m Jewish,” I obviously replied. 
 Then she asked, ”Is living there  Then she asked, ”Is living there 
scary?” scary?” 
 I had no idea why she was asking  I had no idea why she was asking 
me this so I just said, ”no of course not, me this so I just said, ”no of course not, 
it’s very nice there.” it’s very nice there.” 
 ”Oh well that’s good,” she said. ”I  ”Oh well that’s good,” she said. ”I 
would be way too scared to live in would be way too scared to live in 
Austria as a Jewish person because of Austria as a Jewish person because of 
everything that happened there.” everything that happened there.” 
 So that’s what she meant by scary.  So that’s what she meant by scary. 
This is again such a messed up thing This is again such a messed up thing 
to say to a kid who is from there. Of to say to a kid who is from there. Of 
course I think about this sometimes but course I think about this sometimes but 
it’s so inappropriate for a counselor to it’s so inappropriate for a counselor to 
talk to me about it. Why would you tell talk to me about it. Why would you tell 
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a kid that you would be too afraid to a kid that you would be too afraid to 
live in the city they are from? I decided live in the city they are from? I decided 
the best thing to say was, ”Well then it’s the best thing to say was, ”Well then it’s 
a good thing that you don’t live there, a good thing that you don’t live there, 
but I don’t really have a choice but to but I don’t really have a choice but to 
be from there because it’s where my be from there because it’s where my 
dad lives and where I was born. Even dad lives and where I was born. Even 
if I could choose, I would still choose to if I could choose, I would still choose to 
be from Vienna because I love it there, be from Vienna because I love it there, 
even though it is a little more difficult even though it is a little more difficult 
for Jewish people than it is here.”   for Jewish people than it is here.”   
 I know that being Jewish in Vienna  I know that being Jewish in Vienna 
is a little different from being Jewish in is a little different from being Jewish in 
Philadelphia or New York or wherever Philadelphia or New York or wherever 
these adults at camp are from, but it’s these adults at camp are from, but it’s 
not so bad. We just do it. I have never not so bad. We just do it. I have never 
known any other life and I don’t need known any other life and I don’t need 
to. I have my dad, Mir, Rabbi, and the to. I have my dad, Mir, Rabbi, and the 
other Hebrew school kids. So if someone other Hebrew school kids. So if someone 
at school or anywhere else treats me at school or anywhere else treats me 
weirdly, I can just brush it off and weirdly, I can just brush it off and 
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go laugh about it with my friends at go laugh about it with my friends at 
Hebrew school. People here are probably Hebrew school. People here are probably 
just way too weak for that because just way too weak for that because 
they’ve never experienced it before. they’ve never experienced it before. 
Which I’m sure is nice, but it’s just never Which I’m sure is nice, but it’s just never 
been my life. This was honestly a drag been my life. This was honestly a drag 
on the introduction round and I really on the introduction round and I really 
wished she would have just asked us our wished she would have just asked us our 
favorite color instead so I could have favorite color instead so I could have 
talked about the many shades of purple talked about the many shades of purple 
which make me happy. which make me happy. 
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 Today is the day I have been Today is the day I have been 
waiting for. On the last day of the waiting for. On the last day of the 
first week of camp we get to sign up first week of camp we get to sign up 
for our electives. When my counselor for our electives. When my counselor 
handed me the elective choice form handed me the elective choice form 
during breakfast, I was thrilled to see during breakfast, I was thrilled to see 
that crochet was one of the choices. I that crochet was one of the choices. I 
marked it as my first choice right away. marked it as my first choice right away. 
I have been crocheting throughout this I have been crocheting throughout this 
week, and all that has come out of week, and all that has come out of 
it are more lumpy circles. Once, while it are more lumpy circles. Once, while 
I was crocheting during free time, I was crocheting during free time, 
someone came up to me and told me someone came up to me and told me 
they knew how to crochet, and that they knew how to crochet, and that 
they could help me sometime. I said that they could help me sometime. I said that 
would be great, but then they rushed would be great, but then they rushed 
off to play a game on the field, and off to play a game on the field, and 
I didn’t even get to ask their name. I didn’t even get to ask their name. 
I haven’t seen them since then, and I haven’t seen them since then, and 
I don’t even know how to find them I don’t even know how to find them 
because I don’t know which cabin they because I don’t know which cabin they 
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are in or even how old they are. At are in or even how old they are. At 
this point I have put all my hopes in this point I have put all my hopes in 
this crochet elective to get me back on this crochet elective to get me back on 
track because otherwise I am really track because otherwise I am really 
going to let Mir down. going to let Mir down. 

 I had my first day of the crochet  I had my first day of the crochet 
elective today. I know it’s embarrassing, elective today. I know it’s embarrassing, 
but I would be lying if I said I hadn’t but I would be lying if I said I hadn’t 
expected to already be a crochet expected to already be a crochet 
expert by now. Unfortunately, after the expert by now. Unfortunately, after the 
first hour of the crochet elective, I am first hour of the crochet elective, I am 
not yet an expert. I would, however, say not yet an expert. I would, however, say 
that it went pretty well. The counselor that it went pretty well. The counselor 
who leads it is very nice, not like my who leads it is very nice, not like my 
counselors who are both annoying. I counselors who are both annoying. I 
told her all about Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah told her all about Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah 
plans and why I am learning how to plans and why I am learning how to 
crochet. She loved the idea of our crochet. She loved the idea of our 
project and told me that she would project and told me that she would 
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help me learn throughout the summer, help me learn throughout the summer, 
and that she could also give me extra and that she could also give me extra 
crochet tasks to do during free time so crochet tasks to do during free time so 
that I could get better more quickly. that I could get better more quickly. 
 I showed her how I have been  I showed her how I have been 
making circles, and explained to her making circles, and explained to her 
that Mir said I need to count the that Mir said I need to count the 
stitches, but that I simply refused stitches, but that I simply refused 
because I find that sooo boring. The because I find that sooo boring. The 
counselor told me that, instead of counselor told me that, instead of 
counting the stitches every time, I could counting the stitches every time, I could 
use a stitch marker to show me where use a stitch marker to show me where 
one row ends and another one begins. one row ends and another one begins. 
She had an extra stitch marker that She had an extra stitch marker that 
she gave me so that I could pin it next she gave me so that I could pin it next 
to the first stitch I made. This way, I to the first stitch I made. This way, I 
could make rows that are accurately could make rows that are accurately 
counted, without doing the work myself. counted, without doing the work myself. 
I can’t wait to tell Mir about this. I can’t wait to tell Mir about this. 
 I also talked to the counselor about  I also talked to the counselor about 
my uneven tension and she said that my uneven tension and she said that 
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and worst of all, patience. Apparently I and worst of all, patience. Apparently I 
am just stitching super fast and crazy am just stitching super fast and crazy 
all over the place and if I calm down all over the place and if I calm down 
and spend a lot of time trying to do the and spend a lot of time trying to do the 
stitches more slowly and evenly, they stitches more slowly and evenly, they 
will come out better. This is probably will come out better. This is probably 
why Mir has already made so much why Mir has already made so much 
more progress than me. She is a master more progress than me. She is a master 
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of being calm, chill, and patient, and of being calm, chill, and patient, and 
those are three things that I could those are three things that I could 
never be. But I am determined to figure never be. But I am determined to figure 
this out eventually, so I am going to this out eventually, so I am going to 
try. Hopefully the crochet counselor’s try. Hopefully the crochet counselor’s 
supervision will also get me somewhere. I supervision will also get me somewhere. I 
will attempt her task of making a small, will attempt her task of making a small, 
even, well counted circle this afternoon even, well counted circle this afternoon 
during free time. during free time. 

 After a few weeks of the crochet  After a few weeks of the crochet 
elective and some intense practice, my elective and some intense practice, my 
circles are thankfully getting better. circles are thankfully getting better. 
I have been practicing during every I have been practicing during every 
moment of free time and my hands feel moment of free time and my hands feel 
cramped and sore. I sent my grandma cramped and sore. I sent my grandma 
some pretty ugly circles in the mail some pretty ugly circles in the mail 
and she always sent me letters back and she always sent me letters back 
saying not to give up. I finally made a saying not to give up. I finally made a 
halfway decent circle that I sent to Mir halfway decent circle that I sent to Mir 
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a few days ago, but she probably hasn’t a few days ago, but she probably hasn’t 
received it yet. Sometimes I wonder if received it yet. Sometimes I wonder if 
this crochet journey was a good idea this crochet journey was a good idea 
or a waste of the summer. I am so or a waste of the summer. I am so 
committed to the project, but I also get committed to the project, but I also get 
jealous during free time when I see my jealous during free time when I see my 
friends playing volleyball and swimming friends playing volleyball and swimming 
while I just sit here crocheting. while I just sit here crocheting. 
 I usually sit with the kids making  I usually sit with the kids making 
friendship bracelets while I crochet. This friendship bracelets while I crochet. This 
is nice because it means I don’t have is nice because it means I don’t have 
to be alone, but it’s also frustrating. I to be alone, but it’s also frustrating. I 
am a very competitive person, and I am am a very competitive person, and I am 
better at making friendship bracelets better at making friendship bracelets 
than almost anyone else at camp. But than almost anyone else at camp. But 
the kids here don’t get to see my killer the kids here don’t get to see my killer 
friendship bracelet skills because I am friendship bracelet skills because I am 
always crocheting. I worry that they always crocheting. I worry that they 
see me here making my ugly circles and see me here making my ugly circles and 
think I am a completely incompetent think I am a completely incompetent 
human being when in fact I am more human being when in fact I am more 
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competent than them. I am just competent than them. I am just 
somehow unable to master the skill of somehow unable to master the skill of 
crocheting. crocheting. 
 One day while I was crocheting  One day while I was crocheting 
away during free time as usual, some away during free time as usual, some 
boy came up to me. I recognized him boy came up to me. I recognized him 
from the cabin of kids that are a year from the cabin of kids that are a year 
older than me. ”Why are you always older than me. ”Why are you always 
sitting in the corner crocheting?” he sitting in the corner crocheting?” he 
asked. ”I remember you from last year, asked. ”I remember you from last year, 
and you would always play gaga with us and you would always play gaga with us 
during free time. But now you’re always during free time. But now you’re always 
sitting here. What happened?” He’s right. sitting here. What happened?” He’s right. 
I did always play gaga during free time, I did always play gaga during free time, 
and I do miss it a little bit, but this and I do miss it a little bit, but this 
crochet project for Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah crochet project for Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah 
is just too important. I can’t waste any is just too important. I can’t waste any 
time. time. 
 ”I still love gaga, but I don’t  ”I still love gaga, but I don’t 
have that much time to play this have that much time to play this 
summer because I need to work on my summer because I need to work on my 
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crocheting skills. I promised my friend crocheting skills. I promised my friend 
Mir that I would help crochet 133 Mir that I would help crochet 133 
yarmulkes for her B’nai Mitzvah, and so yarmulkes for her B’nai Mitzvah, and so 
far I have barely been able to produce far I have barely been able to produce 
any.”any.”
 ”You’re spending this much time  ”You’re spending this much time 
preparing for a B’nai Mitzvah that preparing for a B’nai Mitzvah that 
isn’t even yours? That’s crazy. I have isn’t even yours? That’s crazy. I have 
my own B’nai Mitzvah coming up in my own B’nai Mitzvah coming up in 
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just five months, and I’ve barely done just five months, and I’ve barely done 
anything to prepare for it. But I’m not anything to prepare for it. But I’m not 
worried about it, and you shouldn’t be worried about it, and you shouldn’t be 
either. As long as there are one or two either. As long as there are one or two 
kids in your Hebrew school class that kids in your Hebrew school class that 
are overachievers and have a good are overachievers and have a good 
B’nai Mitzvah, everyone else can kind B’nai Mitzvah, everyone else can kind 
of do whatever they want. Your friend of do whatever they want. Your friend 
must be one of these overachiever must be one of these overachiever 
types, but how did she convince you to types, but how did she convince you to 
get looped into it too?” This kid clearly get looped into it too?” This kid clearly 
has no idea what it is like to live in the has no idea what it is like to live in the 
returned generation. His life must be so returned generation. His life must be so 
simple just going around Hebrew school simple just going around Hebrew school 
with a whole bunch of people his age with a whole bunch of people his age 
barely doing any work because no one barely doing any work because no one 
will notice if he doesn’t do anything. will notice if he doesn’t do anything. 
Mir is having the first B’nai Mitzvah at Mir is having the first B’nai Mitzvah at 
our synagogue since we’ve been alive, our synagogue since we’ve been alive, 
and our synagogue has been preparing and our synagogue has been preparing 
for this moment for years. Everyone for this moment for years. Everyone 
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is watching her every move, and there is watching her every move, and there 
is no room for error. Plus, doing well is no room for error. Plus, doing well 
in Hebrew school is the way that we in Hebrew school is the way that we 
show our parents how grateful we are show our parents how grateful we are 
that they created this community for that they created this community for 
us. Sometimes I want to just goof off us. Sometimes I want to just goof off 
and not do any work in Hebrew school and not do any work in Hebrew school 
too, but I know that Rabbi, my dad, too, but I know that Rabbi, my dad, 
Mir’s mom, and all the people at our Mir’s mom, and all the people at our 
synagogue work so hard to make sure synagogue work so hard to make sure 
that we have the possibility to get a that we have the possibility to get a 
good Jewish education. They would be good Jewish education. They would be 
too sad if I didn’t take Hebrew school too sad if I didn’t take Hebrew school 
seriously, and making my dad sad is the seriously, and making my dad sad is the 
last thing I want to do.last thing I want to do.
 ”Well it’s different at our  ”Well it’s different at our 
synagogue. It’s very small and my friend synagogue. It’s very small and my friend 
Mir will be the first one to have a B’nai Mir will be the first one to have a B’nai 
Mitzvah there in a long time, so it needs Mitzvah there in a long time, so it needs 
to be perfect, and she needs my help to to be perfect, and she needs my help to 
make it perfect.” make it perfect.” 
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 ”Hmm,” he sounded puzzled. ”I’ve  ”Hmm,” he sounded puzzled. ”I’ve 
been to small synagogues before but been to small synagogues before but 
I’ve never heard of one being that I’ve never heard of one being that 
small. Do you live in the countryside or small. Do you live in the countryside or 
something?” I guess this might be a logical something?” I guess this might be a logical 
assumption. I would assume that most assumption. I would assume that most 
US cities have a synagogue that is big US cities have a synagogue that is big 
enough to have more than one B’nai enough to have more than one B’nai 
Mitzvah per decade. Mitzvah per decade. 
 ”No, I live in Vienna. It’s the capital  ”No, I live in Vienna. It’s the capital 
of Austria. It’s quite big, but there’s just of Austria. It’s quite big, but there’s just 
not so many Jewish people, and our not so many Jewish people, and our 
synagogue there is particularly small.”synagogue there is particularly small.”
 ”Oh, I guess that makes sense. Well,  ”Oh, I guess that makes sense. Well, 
can you take a break to play at least can you take a break to play at least 
one game of gaga with us?”one game of gaga with us?”
 ”Yeah alright.” I’m sure my  ”Yeah alright.” I’m sure my 
crocheting progress won’t suffer from crocheting progress won’t suffer from 
one game.one game.
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 Next week is already the last  Next week is already the last 
week of camp and my crochet skills week of camp and my crochet skills 
have finally become what I would call have finally become what I would call 
sufficient. I thought I was gonna have sufficient. I thought I was gonna have 
some type of enlightening aha-moment some type of enlightening aha-moment 
and all of a sudden be able to do it, and all of a sudden be able to do it, 
but instead I just gradually got better. but instead I just gradually got better. 
While practicing under the crochet While practicing under the crochet 
counselor’s supervision, I slowly came counselor’s supervision, I slowly came 
to the point where I could crochet to the point where I could crochet 
successful yarmulkes. The good news successful yarmulkes. The good news 
about being at a Jewish camp is that about being at a Jewish camp is that 
the crochet counselor already knew the crochet counselor already knew 
how to make a yarmulke and had done how to make a yarmulke and had done 
it many times before. Usually in Vienna it many times before. Usually in Vienna 
I have to explain to people what a I have to explain to people what a 
yarmulke is and give them a little Jewish yarmulke is and give them a little Jewish 
cultural lesson. But my counselor here cultural lesson. But my counselor here 
just jumped right into teaching me how just jumped right into teaching me how 
to make them once I had mastered to make them once I had mastered 
circles. She also didn’t ask any stupid circles. She also didn’t ask any stupid 



questions about why we wanted to questions about why we wanted to 
make them or wear them, she just make them or wear them, she just 
thought it was totally normal. I sent my thought it was totally normal. I sent my 
first successful yarmulke to Mir. She first successful yarmulke to Mir. She 
said it was great and sent me one as said it was great and sent me one as 
well. I have been wearing it for the past well. I have been wearing it for the past 
few Shabbat services.few Shabbat services.
 When my grandma came to visit  When my grandma came to visit 
me, she brought me a yarmulke that she me, she brought me a yarmulke that she 
had made and said that I could add had made and said that I could add 
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it to our collection. She even told me it to our collection. She even told me 
that I could tell Mir that I had made it, that I could tell Mir that I had made it, 
but there was no way that Mir would but there was no way that Mir would 
believe me if I decided to say that. Even believe me if I decided to say that. Even 
though my yarmulkes were getting pretty though my yarmulkes were getting pretty 
good, my grandma’s are just so much good, my grandma’s are just so much 
smoother and more professional looking.  smoother and more professional looking.  
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 I arrived home from summer camp I arrived home from summer camp 
yesterday. My dad and I went out for yesterday. My dad and I went out for 
dinner with Mir and her mom when I dinner with Mir and her mom when I 
got back, and my dad let Mir sleep over got back, and my dad let Mir sleep over 
at my house because he knew that I at my house because he knew that I 
would be jet lagged and stay up really would be jet lagged and stay up really 
late. He said he didn’t want me to keep late. He said he didn’t want me to keep 
him up, and that it would be better if him up, and that it would be better if 
Mir was there to keep me company. Mir was there to keep me company. 
We decided to work on crocheting We decided to work on crocheting 
yarmulkes together until we finally yarmulkes together until we finally 
got tired and fell asleep. I noticed Mir got tired and fell asleep. I noticed Mir 
looking at me as I crocheted. I wondered looking at me as I crocheted. I wondered 
if she noticed how much slower I was at if she noticed how much slower I was at 
crocheting than her, but she seemed to crocheting than her, but she seemed to 
be smiling. Then she said, ”I’m really glad be smiling. Then she said, ”I’m really glad 
you ended up learning how to crochet you ended up learning how to crochet 
yarmulkes at camp.” yarmulkes at camp.” 
 ”Yeah,” I said, ”me too. I don’t know  ”Yeah,” I said, ”me too. I don’t know 
what I would have done otherwise.” what I would have done otherwise.” 
 ”Soooo, how many did you actually  ”Soooo, how many did you actually 
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end up making while you were there?” end up making while you were there?” 
she asked.she asked.
 ”Well, I actually only managed to  ”Well, I actually only managed to 
make four, but my grandma also made make four, but my grandma also made 
one for me, so I brought home five.” Mir one for me, so I brought home five.” Mir 
looked a little worried. I know that five looked a little worried. I know that five 
doesn’t seem like so many, especially doesn’t seem like so many, especially 
given that I was away for seven weeks, given that I was away for seven weeks, 
but there are so many other things to but there are so many other things to 
do at camp. Also, I spent a good part do at camp. Also, I spent a good part 
of the summer just learning how to of the summer just learning how to 
crochet, so it wasn’t until the last few crochet, so it wasn’t until the last few 
weeks that I was even able to make any weeks that I was even able to make any 
yarmulkes at all. yarmulkes at all. 
 ”Don’t worry,” I said, ”we still have  ”Don’t worry,” I said, ”we still have 
lots of time, and now I know how to lots of time, and now I know how to 
make them so I can really help.” make them so I can really help.” 
 ”Yeah I know,” Mir said. ”I see you  ”Yeah I know,” Mir said. ”I see you 
making them now, and you’re doing making them now, and you’re doing 
a great job. I’m just worried. If we a great job. I’m just worried. If we 
pull this off, it will be really cool, pull this off, it will be really cool, 
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and everyone will remember my B’nai and everyone will remember my B’nai 
Mitzvah as the source of the fun Mitzvah as the source of the fun 
yarmulke trend at our synagogue. But if yarmulke trend at our synagogue. But if 
we don’t make it in time, I don’t know we don’t make it in time, I don’t know 
what people will think. Probably that what people will think. Probably that 
we’re just kids who can’t do anything we’re just kids who can’t do anything 
right.” right.” 
 ”Mir it is way too early for you to  ”Mir it is way too early for you to 
be worrying like this. We have so many be worrying like this. We have so many 
months ahead of us that we can fill months ahead of us that we can fill 
with yarmulke making. It’s gonna be with yarmulke making. It’s gonna be 
fine.” We still have almost a year to fine.” We still have almost a year to 
make all these yarmulkes, and we’re make all these yarmulkes, and we’re 
working together. I’m sure she was just working together. I’m sure she was just 
feeling extra nervous because I kept her feeling extra nervous because I kept her 
up until 4:00 in the morning. I know I up until 4:00 in the morning. I know I 
always get anxious when I stay up that always get anxious when I stay up that 
late. That being said, I do think we are late. That being said, I do think we are 
really going to have to step it up to get really going to have to step it up to get 
all the way to 133 yarmulkes. Especially all the way to 133 yarmulkes. Especially 
because we will have way less time to because we will have way less time to 
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crochet once the school year starts. crochet once the school year starts. 
 Tomorrow is our first day back  Tomorrow is our first day back 
at Hebrew school after summer break, at Hebrew school after summer break, 
and Mir will present the special element and Mir will present the special element 
of her B’nai Mitzvah to Rabbi and of her B’nai Mitzvah to Rabbi and 
the class. I am curious what she has the class. I am curious what she has 
prepared, but I didn’t want to ask her prepared, but I didn’t want to ask her 
yesterday since I saw how worried she yesterday since I saw how worried she 
was about the whole yarmulke situation. was about the whole yarmulke situation. 
Giving a presentation in Hebrew school Giving a presentation in Hebrew school 
is always a little weird because you is always a little weird because you 
have to make the presentation serious have to make the presentation serious 
enough to make Rabbi think you did a enough to make Rabbi think you did a 
good job but basic enough that the six good job but basic enough that the six 
and seven year olds can still follow and seven year olds can still follow 
it and pay attention. Luckily, Rabbi is it and pay attention. Luckily, Rabbi is 
pretty good at encouraging them to sit pretty good at encouraging them to sit 
still. still. 
 I hope that Mir at least mentions  I hope that Mir at least mentions 
me in her presentation since I helped me in her presentation since I helped 
her come up with the idea and am her come up with the idea and am 
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helping her make the yarmulkes. I want helping her make the yarmulkes. I want 
Rabbi to know I am also involved. I Rabbi to know I am also involved. I 
would wish for him to give me some kind would wish for him to give me some kind 
of extra credit for helping, but I know of extra credit for helping, but I know 
he doesn’t give grades in Hebrew school.  he doesn’t give grades in Hebrew school.  

 I just got home from Hebrew school  I just got home from Hebrew school 
a few minutes ago. I had the feeling a few minutes ago. I had the feeling 
that Mir was a little nervous during her that Mir was a little nervous during her 
presentation, but Rabbi seemed to like presentation, but Rabbi seemed to like 
it and have some faith in us that we it and have some faith in us that we 
would be able to pull it off in time. I would be able to pull it off in time. I 
think that made Mir feel a little calmer think that made Mir feel a little calmer 
about the whole thing. Although, come to about the whole thing. Although, come to 
think of it, I don’t think she specifically think of it, I don’t think she specifically 
mentioned that we wanted to make 133 mentioned that we wanted to make 133 
yarmulkes. Hopefully Rabbi assumed that yarmulkes. Hopefully Rabbi assumed that 
this would be around the right number. this would be around the right number. 
Mir also mentioned that I was helping, Mir also mentioned that I was helping, 
and Rabbi said that was good since my and Rabbi said that was good since my 
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B’nai Mitzvah will be coming up next, so B’nai Mitzvah will be coming up next, so 
I should try to get as much experience I should try to get as much experience 
as I can. A lot of the kids in class were as I can. A lot of the kids in class were 
enthusiastic about the idea too. Many of enthusiastic about the idea too. Many of 
them even made requests for yarmulke them even made requests for yarmulke 
colors and designs. I don’t think either colors and designs. I don’t think either 
of us is going to be advanced enough of us is going to be advanced enough 
to make dinosaurs anytime soon, but to make dinosaurs anytime soon, but 
we could probably manage some of the we could probably manage some of the 
simple requested color combos. I love simple requested color combos. I love 
that even the clueless little Hebrew that even the clueless little Hebrew 
school kids were excited about this idea. school kids were excited about this idea. 
Hopefully this means that the adults will Hopefully this means that the adults will 
be even more excited. be even more excited. 
 Rabbi told Mir that her next  Rabbi told Mir that her next 
assignment was to design an invitation assignment was to design an invitation 
and that her yarmulke crocheting plan and that her yarmulke crocheting plan 
should be a central part of it. I have should be a central part of it. I have 
no idea how a person centers yarmulke no idea how a person centers yarmulke 
crocheting in a B’nai Mitzvah invitation. crocheting in a B’nai Mitzvah invitation. 
But then Rabbi went on to explain that But then Rabbi went on to explain that 
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Mir was supposed to educate herself on Mir was supposed to educate herself on 
her topic, yarmulkes, and then figure her topic, yarmulkes, and then figure 
out how to work her abundance of out how to work her abundance of 
crocheted yarmulkes into the theme of crocheted yarmulkes into the theme of 
the invitation whether that be through the invitation whether that be through 
the art, the title, or something else. This the art, the title, or something else. This 
sounds like a tricky task, I hope she sounds like a tricky task, I hope she 
can figure it out. Our yarmulke project can figure it out. Our yarmulke project 
is cool, but it’s not exactly the most is cool, but it’s not exactly the most 
thrilling party theme, so she’ll have to thrilling party theme, so she’ll have to 
figure out a way to make it look super figure out a way to make it look super 
inviting.inviting.
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 Rabbi told Mir that she had a Rabbi told Mir that she had a 
month to draft her invitation. So far month to draft her invitation. So far 
two weeks have gone by and she has two weeks have gone by and she has 
not asked me for help. Of course this is not asked me for help. Of course this is 
fine because it is literally her project fine because it is literally her project 
and not mine. Also, I have been very and not mine. Also, I have been very 
busy now that the school year is in busy now that the school year is in 
full swing again, and I have school, full swing again, and I have school, 
homework, and swim club to worry homework, and swim club to worry 
about. I haven’t even seen Mir outside about. I haven’t even seen Mir outside 
of Hebrew school and Shabbat services. of Hebrew school and Shabbat services. 
Today, however, I finally have some Today, however, I finally have some 
free time and decided that, whether free time and decided that, whether 
or not she wants help, I will do some or not she wants help, I will do some 
brainstorming in case she ends up brainstorming in case she ends up 
needing it later. needing it later. 
 I started out by researching  I started out by researching 
yarmulkes to see if I could find any yarmulkes to see if I could find any 
cool facts or traditions associated with cool facts or traditions associated with 
them that could help me out, but I was them that could help me out, but I was 
not inspired by what I read. Different not inspired by what I read. Different 



websites stated different reasons that websites stated different reasons that 
people wear yarmulkes ranging from people wear yarmulkes ranging from 
Talmudic law to reverence to God Talmudic law to reverence to God 
to community belonging. I have never to community belonging. I have never 
really been one for Talmudic law or really been one for Talmudic law or 
God. They are both concepts that feel God. They are both concepts that feel 
far removed from my life. I don’t wear far removed from my life. I don’t wear 
a yarmulke because some Rabbi wrote a yarmulke because some Rabbi wrote 
down that I had to however many down that I had to however many 
thousand years ago, and I also don’t thousand years ago, and I also don’t 
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wear a yarmulke to say that I love a wear a yarmulke to say that I love a 
possibly make-believe spirit that I have possibly make-believe spirit that I have 
never even met. never even met. 
 I think Mir believes in God. I’ve  I think Mir believes in God. I’ve 
heard her talk about it a few times in heard her talk about it a few times in 
Hebrew school. She usually says that Hebrew school. She usually says that 
she chooses to believe in God because she chooses to believe in God because 
she likes the feeling of having a greater she likes the feeling of having a greater 
being out there protecting her. She said being out there protecting her. She said 
it makes her feel less vulnerable and it makes her feel less vulnerable and 
alone. I could see how that would be a alone. I could see how that would be a 
nice feeling, but since I have no proof nice feeling, but since I have no proof 
that God exists, I don’t think believing in that God exists, I don’t think believing in 
God would make me feel very good. So God would make me feel very good. So 
I have just decided my life makes more I have just decided my life makes more 
sense without believing in God. Luckily sense without believing in God. Luckily 
our synagogue has space for people like our synagogue has space for people like 
me and people like Mir. I know lots of me and people like Mir. I know lots of 
other people there who do and don’t other people there who do and don’t 
believe in God for various reasons of believe in God for various reasons of 
their own, and Rabbi always says that their own, and Rabbi always says that 
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we are all equally Jewish.we are all equally Jewish.
 Even though Mir might relate to  Even though Mir might relate to 
some of the stuff I found about wearing some of the stuff I found about wearing 
a yarmulke to show reverence to God, I a yarmulke to show reverence to God, I 
decided to leave it aside because I don’t decided to leave it aside because I don’t 
understand it, and I’m not sure which understand it, and I’m not sure which 
things she would relate to. things she would relate to. 
 After all my research, I only found  After all my research, I only found 
one quote that really stuck with me. one quote that really stuck with me. 
There was a website that said that There was a website that said that 
”the primary function of a yarmulke ”the primary function of a yarmulke 
today is to act as a sign of belonging today is to act as a sign of belonging 
to a certain group of people and of to a certain group of people and of 
commitment to a certain way of life.” commitment to a certain way of life.” 
That’s what it is! That’s why we wear That’s what it is! That’s why we wear 
them. I don’t wear them to associate them. I don’t wear them to associate 
with something from a long time ago, with something from a long time ago, 
or something that might not be real. I or something that might not be real. I 
wear them to actively participate in wear them to actively participate in 
a community that has always been a community that has always been 
an important part of my life. Plus, an important part of my life. Plus, 
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everyone loves a yarmulke. It is simply everyone loves a yarmulke. It is simply 
the best accessory. We wear them the best accessory. We wear them 
because they are a fun way to add because they are a fun way to add 
a little color to an outfit or show a little color to an outfit or show 
off a piece of personality. We have a off a piece of personality. We have a 
tradition in my synagogue that every tradition in my synagogue that every 
student who enters Hebrew school (so student who enters Hebrew school (so 
usually the 5 year olds, or sometimes usually the 5 year olds, or sometimes 
kids who have moved here) gets a kids who have moved here) gets a 
yarmulke with something they like on it. yarmulke with something they like on it. 
When I was five, my favorite food was When I was five, my favorite food was 
strawberries, so I got a strawberry one. strawberries, so I got a strawberry one. 
We usually wear them every week at We usually wear them every week at 
the synagogue until we grow out of them the synagogue until we grow out of them 
and become too embarrassed. and become too embarrassed. 
 Some orthodox people wear  Some orthodox people wear 
yarmulkes everywhere they go. I would yarmulkes everywhere they go. I would 
never do this, not because I don’t never do this, not because I don’t 
like wearing them, but because of the like wearing them, but because of the 
weird stares I always get. Sometimes weird stares I always get. Sometimes 
my dad and I wear our yarmulkes my dad and I wear our yarmulkes 
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on the U-bahn on the way to the on the U-bahn on the way to the 
synagogue, but this always makes me synagogue, but this always makes me 
uncomfortable because people look at uncomfortable because people look at 
me weirdly. They are always staring at me weirdly. They are always staring at 
me and making odd facial expressions, me and making odd facial expressions, 
and I don’t appreciate this type of and I don’t appreciate this type of 
attention from strangers. attention from strangers. 
 I’ve also heard stories of people  I’ve also heard stories of people 
who were wearing yarmulkes being who were wearing yarmulkes being 
attacked on the streets. I know this attacked on the streets. I know this 
is rare, and it has thankfully never is rare, and it has thankfully never 
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happened to anyone I know. But better happened to anyone I know. But better 
safe than sorry I guess. I think if people safe than sorry I guess. I think if people 
weren’t so weird I would wear one all weren’t so weird I would wear one all 
the time, always in a different color to the time, always in a different color to 
match my mood. But for now there’s not match my mood. But for now there’s not 
really anything I can do about that. I really anything I can do about that. I 
need to focus on what’s important: how need to focus on what’s important: how 
do I work any of this information about do I work any of this information about 
yarmulkes into a fun invitation for Mir’s yarmulkes into a fun invitation for Mir’s 
B’nai Mitzvah?B’nai Mitzvah?
 Almost none of the friends that  Almost none of the friends that 
Mir will invite will be Jewish because I Mir will invite will be Jewish because I 
don’t think there are any Jewish people don’t think there are any Jewish people 
at her school or any of the other at her school or any of the other 
places she makes her friends outside of places she makes her friends outside of 
Hebrew school. I read somewhere that Hebrew school. I read somewhere that 
the reason that yarmulkes are always the reason that yarmulkes are always 
offered to non-Jewish guests at events offered to non-Jewish guests at events 
is twofold: so that they can show is twofold: so that they can show 
respect to the Jewish community and so respect to the Jewish community and so 
that they don’t feel left out. that they don’t feel left out. 



 I have heard that attending  I have heard that attending 
Jewish events can be intimidating for Jewish events can be intimidating for 
gentiles because they don’t know how gentiles because they don’t know how 
to read Hebrew or the words and tunes to read Hebrew or the words and tunes 
of the songs. I can always tell when of the songs. I can always tell when 
someone’s non-Jewish friend is visiting someone’s non-Jewish friend is visiting 
the synagogue because they wear those the synagogue because they wear those 
really ugly yarmulkes that the synagogue really ugly yarmulkes that the synagogue 
gives out to people who don’t have their gives out to people who don’t have their 
own. At Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah no one will own. At Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah no one will 



122122

be able to tell the difference between be able to tell the difference between 
who is Jewish and who is not because who is Jewish and who is not because 
they will all be wearing our crocheted they will all be wearing our crocheted 
yarmulkes. Maybe this will allow her yarmulkes. Maybe this will allow her 
gentile friends to discover the joy gentile friends to discover the joy 
of wearing a fun yarmulke, and who of wearing a fun yarmulke, and who 
knows maybe this joy could spread. knows maybe this joy could spread. 
I think people would look at me less I think people would look at me less 
weirdly if they understood how much weirdly if they understood how much 
fun wearing a yarmulke can be. fun wearing a yarmulke can be. 
 Maybe the invitation could  Maybe the invitation could 
somehow be about how yarmulke somehow be about how yarmulke 
equality makes everyone feel like they equality makes everyone feel like they 
belong at the celebration? I think it belong at the celebration? I think it 
would also be fun to teach people to would also be fun to teach people to 
crochet yarmulkes during the party, crochet yarmulkes during the party, 
but I now know better than to think but I now know better than to think 
people could learn that in a day. But people could learn that in a day. But 
maybe we could decorate the whole maybe we could decorate the whole 
synagogue with string, so that people synagogue with string, so that people 
are in some type of string forest. Then are in some type of string forest. Then 
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they would become part of the forest they would become part of the forest 
when they put their yarmulkes on. Or when they put their yarmulkes on. Or 
maybe we create some type of yarmulke maybe we create some type of yarmulke 
trees?! We could twist lots of brown trees?! We could twist lots of brown 
yarn together into branches and hang yarn together into branches and hang 
the yarmulkes from them like fruit. the yarmulkes from them like fruit. 
Then we could ask everyone to ”pick a Then we could ask everyone to ”pick a 
yarmulke” and put it on. We would also yarmulke” and put it on. We would also 
need to make sure that no member of need to make sure that no member of 
the synagogue is allowed to bring their the synagogue is allowed to bring their 
own yarmulke, so that we can’t tell who own yarmulke, so that we can’t tell who 
is who. That would be so fun! The only is who. That would be so fun! The only 
thing is that I still don’t know how to thing is that I still don’t know how to 
put all this on an invitation. Hopefully put all this on an invitation. Hopefully 
Mir will have some good insights. Maybe Mir will have some good insights. Maybe 
I’ll make a few sketches to show her the I’ll make a few sketches to show her the 
vibe I am thinking of and she can tell vibe I am thinking of and she can tell 
me what she thinks is missing or what me what she thinks is missing or what 
she wants to do differently. I’m usually she wants to do differently. I’m usually 
super direct and literal, but she’s all super direct and literal, but she’s all 
poetic and mysterious, so she’ll want to poetic and mysterious, so she’ll want to 
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change the vibe for sure. At this point change the vibe for sure. At this point 
I have done a lot of work even though I have done a lot of work even though 
Mir hasn’t technically asked for my help Mir hasn’t technically asked for my help 
yet, but maybe she will need it anyways, yet, but maybe she will need it anyways, 
and it won’t have all been for nothing. and it won’t have all been for nothing. 

 Yesterday at Hebrew school I asked  Yesterday at Hebrew school I asked 
Mir if she had made any progress on the Mir if she had made any progress on the 
invitation and she told me that she had invitation and she told me that she had 
neither thought about her B’nai Mitzvah neither thought about her B’nai Mitzvah 
nor crocheted any yarmulkes in almost nor crocheted any yarmulkes in almost 
a month. I was too embarrassed to a month. I was too embarrassed to 
admit that I also haven’t crocheted admit that I also haven’t crocheted 
anything since the summer, but we still anything since the summer, but we still 
have so much time. I’m sure it will be have so much time. I’m sure it will be 
fine. She told me that she was willing to fine. She told me that she was willing to 
hear my ideas for the invitation so we hear my ideas for the invitation so we 
went to my house after class to discuss. went to my house after class to discuss. 
 She seemed a little underwhelmed  She seemed a little underwhelmed 
by my tree idea at first, but I think she by my tree idea at first, but I think she 
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eventually grew to like it. She thought eventually grew to like it. She thought 
Rabbi would like the fruit symbolism Rabbi would like the fruit symbolism 
because so many Jewish holidays involve because so many Jewish holidays involve 
fruit. I also know Mir loves fruit because fruit. I also know Mir loves fruit because 
she always eats all the fruit they serve she always eats all the fruit they serve 
during holidays at the synagogue.during holidays at the synagogue.
 Mir said she would also go home  Mir said she would also go home 
and do her own research to see if and do her own research to see if 
there’s anything she should add to the there’s anything she should add to the 
invitation. I think she might have felt invitation. I think she might have felt 
bad that I did so much for her already, bad that I did so much for her already, 
but I am happy to help. I know she’s but I am happy to help. I know she’s 
capable of coming up with an invitation capable of coming up with an invitation 
on her own, but the hard thing isn’t on her own, but the hard thing isn’t 
the work itself. It’s the pressure to the work itself. It’s the pressure to 
do everything right and blow all the do everything right and blow all the 
synagogue members away. This not being synagogue members away. This not being 
my B’nai Mitzvah takes the pressure off my B’nai Mitzvah takes the pressure off 
and gives me a clear head to be able and gives me a clear head to be able 
to work on it in a way that Mir might to work on it in a way that Mir might 
not be able to. Thus I think there is no not be able to. Thus I think there is no 
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shame in me helping Mir out, since I have shame in me helping Mir out, since I have 
the advantage of being more removed the advantage of being more removed 
from the pressure of having the first from the pressure of having the first 
B’nai Mitzvah in so long. After all, we B’nai Mitzvah in so long. After all, we 
are supposed to be learning to commit are supposed to be learning to commit 
to this community right? The returned to this community right? The returned 
generation sticking together and helping generation sticking together and helping 
each other fulfill our community roles each other fulfill our community roles 
should reflect well on us and show how should reflect well on us and show how 
ready we are to keep this community ready we are to keep this community 
alive as adults.alive as adults.
 I am curious to see what Mir  I am curious to see what Mir 
comes up with, and I am excited for comes up with, and I am excited for 
the invitation to be finished because the invitation to be finished because 
after she makes the invitation, she after she makes the invitation, she 
can finally invite people! I feel like this can finally invite people! I feel like this 
is the exciting part because you can is the exciting part because you can 
invite everyone you know to your B’nai invite everyone you know to your B’nai 
Mitzvah. I love the idea of this because Mitzvah. I love the idea of this because 
I think it’s a good way to check in with I think it’s a good way to check in with 
your life and see how many people your life and see how many people 
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out there really love you, but Mir (and out there really love you, but Mir (and 
any sane person) probably don’t think any sane person) probably don’t think 
about it like that. about it like that. 

 I think Mir might have procrasti- I think Mir might have procrasti-
nated a little too long on her invitation. nated a little too long on her invitation. 
We only discussed the tree idea for the We only discussed the tree idea for the 
first time last week, and during Hebrew first time last week, and during Hebrew 
school today she already had to pres-school today she already had to pres-
ent the final invitation. This made my ent the final invitation. This made my 
expectations low. Mir hadn’t discussed expectations low. Mir hadn’t discussed 
the invitation with me since the short the invitation with me since the short 
conversation we had about it last week. conversation we had about it last week. 
This meant I had no idea what it was This meant I had no idea what it was 
going to look like or if she even decided going to look like or if she even decided 
to stick to my idea about the tree. Part to stick to my idea about the tree. Part 
of me was a little worried that the time of me was a little worried that the time 
pressure got to her and she wasn’t able pressure got to her and she wasn’t able 
to think of anything. Luckily that did to think of anything. Luckily that did 
not end up being the case. not end up being the case. 
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 When Mir unveiled her invitation  When Mir unveiled her invitation 
to the class, I realized I had to the class, I realized I had 
underestimated her and was wrong underestimated her and was wrong 
to worry. I don’t think of Mir as being to worry. I don’t think of Mir as being 
someone who has the most striking someone who has the most striking 
visual art capabilities but this invitation visual art capabilities but this invitation 
really was incredible. She did exactly really was incredible. She did exactly 
what I was hoping she would do and put what I was hoping she would do and put 
a little Mir spirit into it so it no longer a little Mir spirit into it so it no longer 
looked cartoonish and silly like when I looked cartoonish and silly like when I 
drew it, but was elegant and posh like drew it, but was elegant and posh like 
an invitation should be. I can’t wait to an invitation should be. I can’t wait to 
see how excited her friends will be to see how excited her friends will be to 
receive these invitations. receive these invitations. 
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 Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is only a few Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is only a few 
months away now. Together we have months away now. Together we have 
made about 50 yarmulkes which means made about 50 yarmulkes which means 
that we have 83 to go. That sounds that we have 83 to go. That sounds 
like a lot, but it will hopefully be fine like a lot, but it will hopefully be fine 
because we finally know how to make because we finally know how to make 
them quickly. I can even make multi-them quickly. I can even make multi-
colored ones now, which is great colored ones now, which is great 
because what kind of boring person because what kind of boring person 
wears a single-colored yarmulke?wears a single-colored yarmulke?
 Now that Mir has made the  Now that Mir has made the 
invitation, she can start inviting people. invitation, she can start inviting people. 
Rabbi said it’s important to know how Rabbi said it’s important to know how 
many people are coming so that we many people are coming so that we 
can prepare the food for the party can prepare the food for the party 
and know how many chairs to put in and know how many chairs to put in 
the synagogue. Our synagogue is very the synagogue. Our synagogue is very 
small compared to the one my family small compared to the one my family 
in Philadelphia goes to. We usually in Philadelphia goes to. We usually 
have about 30 people on shabbat and have about 30 people on shabbat and 
maybe 50 during big holidays like Rosh maybe 50 during big holidays like Rosh 



Hashanah and Yom Kippur. If we squish, Hashanah and Yom Kippur. If we squish, 
the synagogue could hold a lot more the synagogue could hold a lot more 
than that though. This is why Rabbi said than that though. This is why Rabbi said 
that Mir could invite up to 200 people, that Mir could invite up to 200 people, 
assuming that (hopefully) only about 133 assuming that (hopefully) only about 133 
of them would show up so that it is not of them would show up so that it is not 
too crowded and we don’t run out of too crowded and we don’t run out of 
yarmulkes. yarmulkes. 
 Mir told me how excited she was  Mir told me how excited she was 
to be able to invite 200 people, which I to be able to invite 200 people, which I 
thought was ridiculous because I don’t thought was ridiculous because I don’t 
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even think I know 200 people. Rabbi even think I know 200 people. Rabbi 
did say that she had to invite all the did say that she had to invite all the 
members of the synagogue though, which members of the synagogue though, which 
is about 100 people already. I bet only is about 100 people already. I bet only 
half of the members will come because half of the members will come because 
I have never seen all of them gather I have never seen all of them gather 
together at one event before. All the together at one event before. All the 
regulars will be there, our Hebrew regulars will be there, our Hebrew 
school classmates and their parents school classmates and their parents 
will probably all come, and then some will probably all come, and then some 
members who rarely go to services, but members who rarely go to services, but 
have known Mir since she was a baby have known Mir since she was a baby 
are sure to show up as well. Other than are sure to show up as well. Other than 
that, a few extra members will come that, a few extra members will come 
because they’re excited that we are because they’re excited that we are 
holding a B’nai Mitzvah for the first holding a B’nai Mitzvah for the first 
time in so long. Mir also told me that time in so long. Mir also told me that 
she has to reserve 20 spots for her she has to reserve 20 spots for her 
grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, 
family friends, etc. who will fly out family friends, etc. who will fly out 
from the US to come see her, just like from the US to come see her, just like 
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how I did with my cousin. how I did with my cousin. 
 After subtracting the 100  After subtracting the 100 
synagogue members and the 20 family synagogue members and the 20 family 
members, Mir still has 80 people she can members, Mir still has 80 people she can 
invite. She seemed to have no worries invite. She seemed to have no worries 
that this would be too many. I aspire that this would be too many. I aspire 
to have as much confidence and as to have as much confidence and as 
many friends as Mir someday. She told many friends as Mir someday. She told 
me that she wanted to invite everyone me that she wanted to invite everyone 
from her school in her year, plus some from her school in her year, plus some 
friends that she has in the years above friends that she has in the years above 
and below her. I think this is about and below her. I think this is about 
50 people in total since she goes to a 50 people in total since she goes to a 
pretty small school, not like mine where pretty small school, not like mine where 
everyone in my year is already more everyone in my year is already more 
than 100 people. But I wouldn’t want than 100 people. But I wouldn’t want 
to invite all my classmates to my B’nai to invite all my classmates to my B’nai 
Mitzvah anyways because I barely Mitzvah anyways because I barely 
know some of them. know some of them. 
 For the last 30 people she  For the last 30 people she 
explained to me that some of them explained to me that some of them 
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come from her orchestra, and some of come from her orchestra, and some of 
them are from her old primary school. them are from her old primary school. 
She also wants to invite five people She also wants to invite five people 
from my school that she knows through from my school that she knows through 
me and really likes. She gave me their me and really likes. She gave me their 
invitations yesterday during Hebrew invitations yesterday during Hebrew 
school and told me to give them out school and told me to give them out 
next week on Monday, which I will of next week on Monday, which I will of 
course do. course do. 

 Today I went to school in a good  Today I went to school in a good 
mood, ready to hand out Mir’s B’nai mood, ready to hand out Mir’s B’nai 
Mitzvah invitations to my friends. But Mitzvah invitations to my friends. But 
then my friends kind of crushed my then my friends kind of crushed my 
mood. I am very close with the people mood. I am very close with the people 
Mir chose to invite, but I guess I have Mir chose to invite, but I guess I have 
only been friends with them for about only been friends with them for about 
six months, or maybe a little more. I’m six months, or maybe a little more. I’m 
only in the second grade of secondary only in the second grade of secondary 
school, which means I’ve only been at school, which means I’ve only been at 
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this school for a little over a year. So this school for a little over a year. So 
these people were strangers to me less these people were strangers to me less 
than a year and a half ago. Usually than a year and a half ago. Usually 
I don’t really think about that, and I I don’t really think about that, and I 
treat them as true friends. But today I treat them as true friends. But today I 
started to realize that maybe you can’t started to realize that maybe you can’t 
learn everything about someone in such learn everything about someone in such 
a short amount of time. a short amount of time. 
 The first person I gave the  The first person I gave the 
invitation to was my very best friend invitation to was my very best friend 
Simon. He has met Mir numerous times Simon. He has met Mir numerous times 
and was really excited to go to her and was really excited to go to her 
B’nai Mitzvah. After that I gave them to B’nai Mitzvah. After that I gave them to 
Nina and Gabriel, and that was when Nina and Gabriel, and that was when 
it got weird. Gabriel apparently didn’t it got weird. Gabriel apparently didn’t 
know I was Jewish, which I suppose isn’t know I was Jewish, which I suppose isn’t 
that surprising because it’s not like I that surprising because it’s not like I 
talk about it all the time. When I gave talk about it all the time. When I gave 
him the invitation, he asked me what him the invitation, he asked me what 
a B’nai Mitzvah was. When I explained a B’nai Mitzvah was. When I explained 
that it was a Jewish coming of age that it was a Jewish coming of age 
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tradition where Mir will show off her tradition where Mir will show off her 
killer Hebrew-reading skills and throw killer Hebrew-reading skills and throw 
a fun party, he told me he also didn’t a fun party, he told me he also didn’t 
realize Mir was Jewish. After I explained realize Mir was Jewish. After I explained 
that Mir and I are both Jewish and we that Mir and I are both Jewish and we 
actually know each other from going actually know each other from going 
to the same synagogue he asked me, to the same synagogue he asked me, 
”But, if you’re Jewish, where are your ”But, if you’re Jewish, where are your 
special clothes? Don’t you get in trouble special clothes? Don’t you get in trouble 
if you don’t wear those special clothes?” if you don’t wear those special clothes?” 
This question was so out of the blue. I This question was so out of the blue. I 
don’t know why he thought that I was don’t know why he thought that I was 
supposed to wear special clothes. supposed to wear special clothes. 
 I think only ultra-Orthodox people  I think only ultra-Orthodox people 
wear religious clothing in everyday wear religious clothing in everyday 
life. It’s not something that any Jewish life. It’s not something that any Jewish 
people that I have ever known do, so people that I have ever known do, so 
why would I get in trouble for not doing why would I get in trouble for not doing 
it? What kind of trouble? Does he think it? What kind of trouble? Does he think 
that God will punish me? He probably that God will punish me? He probably 
doesn’t know that many Jewish people, doesn’t know that many Jewish people, 
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myself included, don’t even believe in myself included, don’t even believe in 
God. Even people who do believe in God, God. Even people who do believe in God, 
like Mir, probably don’t think God will like Mir, probably don’t think God will 
punish them based on what clothes punish them based on what clothes 
they wear. I wasn’t quite sure what to they wear. I wasn’t quite sure what to 
do about this but I ended up sounding do about this but I ended up sounding 
very calm and saying that ”some ultra-very calm and saying that ”some ultra-
Orthodox people do wear traditional Orthodox people do wear traditional 
clothing in daily life, but lots of Jewish clothing in daily life, but lots of Jewish 
people, like Mir and I, are not Orthodox people, like Mir and I, are not Orthodox 
and don’t wear any type of specific and don’t wear any type of specific 
clothing, unless we are in the synagogue clothing, unless we are in the synagogue 
or celebrating something special. Usually or celebrating something special. Usually 
Jewish people just wear the same things Jewish people just wear the same things 
that everyone else in their communities that everyone else in their communities 
wears. That’s why you never know when wears. That’s why you never know when 
someone might be Jewish.” Of course someone might be Jewish.” Of course 
sometimes I can tell when people are sometimes I can tell when people are 
Jewish, but the average Austrian gentile Jewish, but the average Austrian gentile 
would never know. would never know. 
 I thought Gabriel would be  I thought Gabriel would be 
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interested in my enlightening words interested in my enlightening words 
about Jewish culture, since he clearly about Jewish culture, since he clearly 
knows nothing about it, but instead he knows nothing about it, but instead he 
just responded by saying ”so you guys just responded by saying ”so you guys 
are not like those religious Jews that are not like those religious Jews that 
walk around the second district?” I felt walk around the second district?” I felt 
a little attacked by this, since I thought a little attacked by this, since I thought 
that our synagogue was religious, which that our synagogue was religious, which 
means that going there probably makes means that going there probably makes 
us religious. But I guess we’re not the us religious. But I guess we’re not the 
type of religious to strictly enforce all type of religious to strictly enforce all 
the laws and that’s what he meant? the laws and that’s what he meant? 
Our synagogue also happens to be in the Our synagogue also happens to be in the 
second district since that’s where all second district since that’s where all 
the Jewish stuff is, so we technically do the Jewish stuff is, so we technically do 
walk around the second district to go to walk around the second district to go to 
services. But since he seemed so relieved services. But since he seemed so relieved 
by the possibility that we weren’t by the possibility that we weren’t 
like these other religious Jews that he like these other religious Jews that he 
pictured in his head, I decided to just pictured in his head, I decided to just 
tell him ”no we are not like them,” even tell him ”no we are not like them,” even 
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though we kind of are.though we kind of are.
 After I assured Gabriel that we  After I assured Gabriel that we 
weren’t too religious, he said he would weren’t too religious, he said he would 
be happy to come to the party, as be happy to come to the party, as 
long as it was only a party, and not long as it was only a party, and not 
a religious gathering. I decided not to a religious gathering. I decided not to 
say anything and just tell him I would say anything and just tell him I would 
be excited to see him there. I hope he’s be excited to see him there. I hope he’s 
not disappointed when he gets there not disappointed when he gets there 
and realizes that he has to watch Mir and realizes that he has to watch Mir 
read Torah because I think a lot of read Torah because I think a lot of 
people consider reading the Torah to people consider reading the Torah to 
be religious. I know that Gabriel likes be religious. I know that Gabriel likes 
Mir and would want to be there for Mir and would want to be there for 
her so hopefully he will be totally fine. her so hopefully he will be totally fine. 
He also wears lots of sweaters and He also wears lots of sweaters and 
hats that his dad crochets for him, so hats that his dad crochets for him, so 
once he gets there he’ll have to love the once he gets there he’ll have to love the 
yarmulke display. yarmulke display. 
 I put a yes next to Gabriel’s name  I put a yes next to Gabriel’s name 
but then I realized that Nina was just but then I realized that Nina was just 
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kind of standing there the whole time kind of standing there the whole time 
and didn’t say anything so I have no and didn’t say anything so I have no 
idea if she’s coming or not. I guess I will idea if she’s coming or not. I guess I will 
have to ask her later. have to ask her later. 
 In the afternoon, I gave invitations  In the afternoon, I gave invitations 
to Alex and Annika. They were very to Alex and Annika. They were very 
nice about it and told me to tell Mir nice about it and told me to tell Mir 
that they would both be coming. I that they would both be coming. I 
explained to them that everyone was explained to them that everyone was 
going to get a yarmulke that had been going to get a yarmulke that had been 
crocheted by either Mir or I. Annika crocheted by either Mir or I. Annika 
asked if they would be allowed to asked if they would be allowed to 
wear them if they weren’t Jewish, and wear them if they weren’t Jewish, and 
I said of course that’s the whole point! I said of course that’s the whole point! 
I explained how we are partly making I explained how we are partly making 
them so that all the non-Jewish people them so that all the non-Jewish people 
feel welcome and like they are a true feel welcome and like they are a true 
part of the celebration. That made part of the celebration. That made 
them really excited, so I even asked them really excited, so I even asked 
them if they had any requests for them if they had any requests for 
yarmulke colors. Annika wanted black yarmulke colors. Annika wanted black 
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and dark blue, and Alex wanted yellow and dark blue, and Alex wanted yellow 
and orange. I told them I would make and orange. I told them I would make 
those but that they would have to find those but that they would have to find 
them on the tree and be the first to them on the tree and be the first to 
pick them if they wanted to end up pick them if they wanted to end up 
wearing them. They promised they would wearing them. They promised they would 
get there early and try their best.  get there early and try their best.  

 Mir seemed a bit weird at Hebrew  Mir seemed a bit weird at Hebrew 
school today. I wonder if she was school today. I wonder if she was 
just exhausted from inviting so many just exhausted from inviting so many 
people to her B’nai Mitzvah all week. I people to her B’nai Mitzvah all week. I 
told her that Simon, Annika, Alex, and told her that Simon, Annika, Alex, and 
Gabriel were coming, and that Nina Gabriel were coming, and that Nina 
was a maybe and I would ask again. was a maybe and I would ask again. 
I didn’t tell her about the weird thing I didn’t tell her about the weird thing 
with Gabriel because she seemed a little with Gabriel because she seemed a little 
down already and I didn’t want her down already and I didn’t want her 
to worry, plus I’m sure it will be totally to worry, plus I’m sure it will be totally 
fine with him once he gets there and fine with him once he gets there and 
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sees how cool Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is. sees how cool Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is. 
When I asked her how the invitations When I asked her how the invitations 
were going she just shrugged and said were going she just shrugged and said 
”good.” That was basically the only ”good.” That was basically the only 
exchange we had the whole day. exchange we had the whole day. 
 I told my dad that Mir had  I told my dad that Mir had 
seemed off today and he said that she seemed off today and he said that she 
probably just has a lot to do with her probably just has a lot to do with her 
B’nai Mitzvah coming up and is feeling B’nai Mitzvah coming up and is feeling 
stressed. He told me to give her some stressed. He told me to give her some 
space, which I know is a good idea even space, which I know is a good idea even 
though it makes me a little sad. Hopefully though it makes me a little sad. Hopefully 
she gets less stressed soon. she gets less stressed soon. 

 Today I asked Nina if she was  Today I asked Nina if she was 
coming to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and she coming to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and she 
got very quiet. She started to look a got very quiet. She started to look a 
little afraid and almost whispered, ”I little afraid and almost whispered, ”I 
won’t be able to make it.” I didn’t really won’t be able to make it.” I didn’t really 
mind since it’s not my B’nai Mitzvah, mind since it’s not my B’nai Mitzvah, 
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and I totally understand if she can’t and I totally understand if she can’t 
make it. I didn’t expect her to give make it. I didn’t expect her to give 
an excuse for not coming because I an excuse for not coming because I 
assumed that she was just busy. We assumed that she was just busy. We 
don’t even have enough seats for don’t even have enough seats for 
everyone who was invited to come, so everyone who was invited to come, so 
really it’s all good. But after she told me really it’s all good. But after she told me 
that she wasn’t coming, she continued that she wasn’t coming, she continued 
to act all quiet and strange until she to act all quiet and strange until she 
finally said, ”I actually hate religion so finally said, ”I actually hate religion so 
I would feel really uncomfortable being I would feel really uncomfortable being 
there supporting it.” I was confused there supporting it.” I was confused 
about this because it’s yet another about this because it’s yet another 
person who thinks that a B’nai Mitzvah person who thinks that a B’nai Mitzvah 
is some kind of creepy ritual when it’s is some kind of creepy ritual when it’s 
literally just a party and Mir showing literally just a party and Mir showing 
everyone how hard she has worked everyone how hard she has worked 
learning to read Hebrew. learning to read Hebrew. 
 I don’t understand why people  I don’t understand why people 
can’t just accept this as what it is - a can’t just accept this as what it is - a 
birthday party invitation. I asked Nina, birthday party invitation. I asked Nina, 
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”But why do you feel so uncomfortable ”But why do you feel so uncomfortable 
coming to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and why coming to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and why 
do you specifically think this counts as do you specifically think this counts as 
supporting religion?” supporting religion?” 
 She said it was ”because religion  She said it was ”because religion 
forces people to follow meaningless forces people to follow meaningless 
rules and makes them feel bad about rules and makes them feel bad about 
themselves.” I know this can sometimes themselves.” I know this can sometimes 
be true, but I’ve never experienced be true, but I’ve never experienced 
this in my Jewish community. I know this in my Jewish community. I know 
for a fact that Nina loves celebrating for a fact that Nina loves celebrating 
Christmas. So I asked her, ”if you don’t Christmas. So I asked her, ”if you don’t 
support religious things, how can you support religious things, how can you 
support celebrating Christmas when it support celebrating Christmas when it 
comes from religion?”comes from religion?”
 ”Because,” she said, ”Christmas is no  ”Because,” she said, ”Christmas is no 
longer a religious holiday in Austria, it’s longer a religious holiday in Austria, it’s 
a cultural tradition. When I celebrate a cultural tradition. When I celebrate 
Christmas, I only celebrate it culturally Christmas, I only celebrate it culturally 
and for fun, so it doesn’t count as and for fun, so it doesn’t count as 
supporting religion.”supporting religion.”
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 I told her, ”yes! That is exactly the  I told her, ”yes! That is exactly the 
idea behind Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah. This idea behind Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah. This 
is an important cultural tradition for is an important cultural tradition for 
us. We don’t celebrate it because it’s a us. We don’t celebrate it because it’s a 
rule or because of God, we celebrate it rule or because of God, we celebrate it 
because it’s a fun thing that we do in because it’s a fun thing that we do in 
our community.”our community.”
 ”But it’s in a synagogue,” said Nina.  ”But it’s in a synagogue,” said Nina. 
”And a synagogue is literally a religious ”And a synagogue is literally a religious 
place where you go to pray.” Clearly place where you go to pray.” Clearly 
she has never been to a synagogue she has never been to a synagogue 
because I’ve never heard anyone at because I’ve never heard anyone at 
our synagogue say that they go there to our synagogue say that they go there to 
pray. I go to synagogue for many things: pray. I go to synagogue for many things: 
to meet new friends, to get good food, to meet new friends, to get good food, 
to connect with my culture, and to to connect with my culture, and to 
celebrate my favorite holidays with our celebrate my favorite holidays with our 
community. But never in my life have community. But never in my life have 
I gone to the synagogue to pray. Why I gone to the synagogue to pray. Why 
would I do that? Although I guess I do would I do that? Although I guess I do 
enjoy the prayers sometimes, especially enjoy the prayers sometimes, especially 
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since we always sing them to music.since we always sing them to music.
 I wasn’t sure how to explain all of  I wasn’t sure how to explain all of 
these thoughts to Nina so I just sighed these thoughts to Nina so I just sighed 
and said, ”well that’s not really why we and said, ”well that’s not really why we 
go there. But you obviously don’t have go there. But you obviously don’t have 
to come if it makes you uncomfortable.” to come if it makes you uncomfortable.” 
Then I left. I saw her again later and Then I left. I saw her again later and 
everything seemed normal, so it seems everything seemed normal, so it seems 
like we can still be friends. It really like we can still be friends. It really 
is her loss if she doesn’t want to go is her loss if she doesn’t want to go 
because it’s gonna be great! because it’s gonna be great! 

 I have finally been making serious  I have finally been making serious 
progress on the yarmulkes. Before I gave progress on the yarmulkes. Before I gave 
out the invitations, I was crocheting out the invitations, I was crocheting 
them at school during breaks. But now them at school during breaks. But now 
that Gabriel said that weird thing that Gabriel said that weird thing 
about Jewish clothing, and Nina told about Jewish clothing, and Nina told 
me she hates religion, I decided that me she hates religion, I decided that 
at home is a better place to work at home is a better place to work 
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on them. I haven’t talked to Mir in a on them. I haven’t talked to Mir in a 
while, she keeps leaving Hebrew school while, she keeps leaving Hebrew school 
without talking to me afterwards. It’s ok without talking to me afterwards. It’s ok 
because I’m sure she’ll be pleased that because I’m sure she’ll be pleased that 
I’ve made about 25 yarmulkes in the I’ve made about 25 yarmulkes in the 
past month. Hopefully she has made a past month. Hopefully she has made a 
lot more though because time is running lot more though because time is running 
out. I hope that if I really speed up I out. I hope that if I really speed up I 
can make two yarmulkes per day and can make two yarmulkes per day and 
we can finish in time. we can finish in time. 

 Today at Hebrew school Mir  Today at Hebrew school Mir 
finally asked me if we could hang finally asked me if we could hang 
out afterwards, and I of course said out afterwards, and I of course said 
yes. Usually I have swim club and Mir yes. Usually I have swim club and Mir 
has orchestra. So Hebrew school days has orchestra. So Hebrew school days 
are the only days we can hang out are the only days we can hang out 
spontaneously. We went to my house spontaneously. We went to my house 
as usual. My dad brought us chocolate as usual. My dad brought us chocolate 
covered pretzels and let Mir and I covered pretzels and let Mir and I 
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eat them while we hung out in my eat them while we hung out in my 
room. I asked her if she knew the final room. I asked her if she knew the final 
number of guests so that we could see number of guests so that we could see 
if we needed to make more than 133 if we needed to make more than 133 
yarmulkes or not. She said she didn’t yarmulkes or not. She said she didn’t 
know yet and that we should just know yet and that we should just 
proceed with that number. We only have proceed with that number. We only have 
about three weeks left, so it seems a about three weeks left, so it seems a 
little suspicious that she doesn’t have little suspicious that she doesn’t have 
the entire guest list settled yet. I asked the entire guest list settled yet. I asked 
her if she had asked everyone yet and her if she had asked everyone yet and 
she said that she had, but that some she said that she had, but that some 
people were still unsure and needed people were still unsure and needed 
more time. I decided not to ask her more more time. I decided not to ask her more 
about the guest list because it is not about the guest list because it is not 
really my problem. Instead I decided to really my problem. Instead I decided to 
ask her about our yarmulke deficiency, ask her about our yarmulke deficiency, 
which is really my problem. which is really my problem. 
 Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is coming closer  Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is coming closer 
and we are quite a few yarmulkes and we are quite a few yarmulkes 
short. I still don’t understand how the short. I still don’t understand how the 
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time went by so quickly. I feel like we time went by so quickly. I feel like we 
had so much time left, and now all of had so much time left, and now all of 
a sudden we have so little time left and a sudden we have so little time left and 
so few yarmulkes made. I have a school so few yarmulkes made. I have a school 
trip next week, so I won’t be able to trip next week, so I won’t be able to 
make any yarmulkes until I come back. make any yarmulkes until I come back. 
Mir is also busy practicing her Torah Mir is also busy practicing her Torah 
portion, which I know is going well. I portion, which I know is going well. I 
heard her practice the other day and heard her practice the other day and 
it sounded amazing. I told Mir that, in it sounded amazing. I told Mir that, in 
the worst case scenario, I could ask my the worst case scenario, I could ask my 
dad to skip swim club and make a few dad to skip swim club and make a few 
extras during the days leading up to extras during the days leading up to 
the ceremony. My dad actually hates the ceremony. My dad actually hates 
it when I skip swim club, but I am sure it when I skip swim club, but I am sure 
he would understand the situation if he would understand the situation if 
it came to that. After all, he gave us it came to that. After all, he gave us 
the idea for this yarmulke project. I the idea for this yarmulke project. I 
have no idea how he and his friends have no idea how he and his friends 
made 400. But he did tell me that there made 400. But he did tell me that there 
were 30 kids having B’nai Mitzvahs in were 30 kids having B’nai Mitzvahs in 
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his year who helped out, so I guess that his year who helped out, so I guess that 
would have made a difference because would have made a difference because 
that’s literally 15 times more people that’s literally 15 times more people 
than we have.than we have.
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 I just got back from my school I just got back from my school 
trip. It was super fun because we were trip. It was super fun because we were 
hiking, camping, and learning about hiking, camping, and learning about 
nature which I love. I also think I was nature which I love. I also think I was 
good at lots of the skills we learned good at lots of the skills we learned 
because I have spent so much time in because I have spent so much time in 
the forest at summer camp over the the forest at summer camp over the 
years. Even though the Viennese are years. Even though the Viennese are 
very different from the Pennsylvanians, very different from the Pennsylvanians, 
a forest is a forest and I know how to a forest is a forest and I know how to 
pitch a tent and protect myself from pitch a tent and protect myself from 
wild animals. wild animals. 
 I had to skip a week of Hebrew  I had to skip a week of Hebrew 
school for the trip, but I couldn’t care school for the trip, but I couldn’t care 
less. Rabbi never makes me do any less. Rabbi never makes me do any 
make-up work. Either way, I like to be make-up work. Either way, I like to be 
on his good side so I decided to arrive on his good side so I decided to arrive 
at Hebrew school on time today, but I at Hebrew school on time today, but I 
accidentally tried too hard to be on accidentally tried too hard to be on 
time and got here way too early. Usually time and got here way too early. Usually 
when I am early to Hebrew school I take when I am early to Hebrew school I take 
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a walk until it is time for class to start a walk until it is time for class to start 
so that I don’t have to sit awkwardly in so that I don’t have to sit awkwardly in 
the empty room by myself. But today, I the empty room by myself. But today, I 
noticed that Mir’s scooter was already noticed that Mir’s scooter was already 
parked out front, meaning that she parked out front, meaning that she 
must have been inside already. This was must have been inside already. This was 
odd given that Mir is chronically late to odd given that Mir is chronically late to 
Hebrew school. Hebrew school. 
 When I came into the synagogue  When I came into the synagogue 
and left my backpack in the coat room, and left my backpack in the coat room, 
I noticed that the door to the meeting I noticed that the door to the meeting 
room was closed, and I could hear room was closed, and I could hear 
Rabbi and Mir talking from inside. At Rabbi and Mir talking from inside. At 
this point I turned left into the kitchen this point I turned left into the kitchen 
and sat on the floor and whipped out and sat on the floor and whipped out 
my journal, and here I am now I guess. my journal, and here I am now I guess. 
No one ever enters the kitchen on No one ever enters the kitchen on 
weekdays so I know no one will find me weekdays so I know no one will find me 
here. I want to hear all the secret B’nai here. I want to hear all the secret B’nai 
Mitzvah stuff Rabbi is teaching Mir. I Mitzvah stuff Rabbi is teaching Mir. I 
didn’t even know that she came in early didn’t even know that she came in early 
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for extra classes, although I suppose for extra classes, although I suppose 
they had to be working on it at some they had to be working on it at some 
point. point. 
 I don’t think they are talking about  I don’t think they are talking about 
the Torah portion right now. Something the Torah portion right now. Something 
weird is happening. I think I can hear weird is happening. I think I can hear 
Mir crying?! This is crazy because I Mir crying?! This is crazy because I 
don’t think I’ve ever seen Mir cry. The don’t think I’ve ever seen Mir cry. The 
crying makes it hard to tell what she crying makes it hard to tell what she 
is saying, but I think she’s talking about is saying, but I think she’s talking about 
the invitations. That would make sense the invitations. That would make sense 
since she’s acted so weird every time I since she’s acted so weird every time I 
bring them up. I scoot closer to the wall bring them up. I scoot closer to the wall 
and press my ear up against it. Then and press my ear up against it. Then 
I can hear her saying ”but why don’t I can hear her saying ”but why don’t 
they just want to come and celebrate they just want to come and celebrate 
with me? They’ve come to all my other with me? They’ve come to all my other 
birthday parties in the past. This one birthday parties in the past. This one 
will be just like those but better because will be just like those but better because 
it’s my B’nai Mitzvah!” She’s really it’s my B’nai Mitzvah!” She’s really 
screaming and crying at this point. She screaming and crying at this point. She 
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is barely able to speak, but she still is barely able to speak, but she still 
has more to say. ”Veronika asked me if has more to say. ”Veronika asked me if 
we were gonna wear those cliche hats we were gonna wear those cliche hats 
there, and this was even before I told there, and this was even before I told 
her about the yarmulke project. What her about the yarmulke project. What 
would possess her to say that? Davi would possess her to say that? Davi 
and I worked so hard to come up with and I worked so hard to come up with 
this idea and I’ve been crocheting in this idea and I’ve been crocheting in 
every moment of free time for months. every moment of free time for months. 
I didn’t do all that for someone to call I didn’t do all that for someone to call 
yarmulkes cliche hats! Veronika even yarmulkes cliche hats! Veronika even 
told me that she couldn’t picture me told me that she couldn’t picture me 
wearing a yarmulke and that she would wearing a yarmulke and that she would 
find it weird to think of me like that. find it weird to think of me like that. 
But she’s known me for years and I’ve But she’s known me for years and I’ve 
been wearing one every week all this been wearing one every week all this 
time!” time!” 
 This is terrible. Mir must have had  This is terrible. Mir must have had 
weird experiences with Veronika and weird experiences with Veronika and 
the others just like I did with Gabriel the others just like I did with Gabriel 
and Nina. It must have been really bad and Nina. It must have been really bad 
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to make Mir this upset. I wonder why to make Mir this upset. I wonder why 
everyone decided to all of a sudden everyone decided to all of a sudden 
have so much against a B’nai Mitzvah? have so much against a B’nai Mitzvah? 
People here go to their relatives’ People here go to their relatives’ 
baptisms and first communions all baptisms and first communions all 
the time, even if they’re not religious. the time, even if they’re not religious. 
Sometimes they just want to celebrate Sometimes they just want to celebrate 
the tradition, especially with their older the tradition, especially with their older 
relatives. I have even been invited to relatives. I have even been invited to 
some before, and it never would have some before, and it never would have 
occurred to me to object to going, even occurred to me to object to going, even 
though I am not Christian. I always just though I am not Christian. I always just 
went so that I could enjoy the event went so that I could enjoy the event 
with my friends. I wonder if people with my friends. I wonder if people 
are receiving it weirdly because it’s a are receiving it weirdly because it’s a 
Jewish thing? Most Viennese people don’t Jewish thing? Most Viennese people don’t 
know anything about Jewish people, but know anything about Jewish people, but 
you would think they would want to you would think they would want to 
learn instead of just saying it’s a weird learn instead of just saying it’s a weird 
religious thing that they would feel religious thing that they would feel 
uncomfortable attending. uncomfortable attending. 



 Hopefully at least some of Mir’s  Hopefully at least some of Mir’s 
friends were nice about it, but Veronika friends were nice about it, but Veronika 
is her absolute best friend so that must is her absolute best friend so that must 
hurt. She must have known Mir was hurt. She must have known Mir was 
Jewish though because she’s been to her Jewish though because she’s been to her 
house. They have Mezuzahs that Mir house. They have Mezuzahs that Mir 
crafted during Hebrew school on every crafted during Hebrew school on every 
door, and they have Shabbat candles in door, and they have Shabbat candles in 
the kitchen. But maybe she didn’t know the kitchen. But maybe she didn’t know 
what those were. what those were. 
 Now I hear Rabbi starting to speak,  Now I hear Rabbi starting to speak, 
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”I’m so sorry Mir, I never wanted it ”I’m so sorry Mir, I never wanted it 
to turn out like this for you. I was so to turn out like this for you. I was so 
focused on making your B’nai Mitzvah focused on making your B’nai Mitzvah 
a joyous occasion that I didn’t properly a joyous occasion that I didn’t properly 
prepare you for the more challenging prepare you for the more challenging 
parts of becoming a B’nai Mitzvah. This parts of becoming a B’nai Mitzvah. This 
is a coming of age ceremony where you is a coming of age ceremony where you 
become a mature member of the Jewish become a mature member of the Jewish 
community, and that’s a beautiful thing. community, and that’s a beautiful thing. 
But there are some really difficult But there are some really difficult 
things about being a Jewish adult that things about being a Jewish adult that 
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you’re also starting to experience. you’re also starting to experience. 
People in Vienna have never really People in Vienna have never really 
wanted to understand us, they only wanted to understand us, they only 
look at us from the outside and make look at us from the outside and make 
assumptions about us. Back when our assumptions about us. Back when our 
ancestors were living here, people made ancestors were living here, people made 
assumptions about them and decided assumptions about them and decided 
that they were evil and needed to be that they were evil and needed to be 
killed. If they had made any effort to killed. If they had made any effort to 
understand us and view us the same understand us and view us the same 
way they view everyone else, they would way they view everyone else, they would 
have seen that there is nothing to be have seen that there is nothing to be 
afraid of, and that we are just people, afraid of, and that we are just people, 
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not so different from them. not so different from them. 
 Nowadays the people here say they  Nowadays the people here say they 
want to understand us, but we know want to understand us, but we know 
they still don’t. They think they already they still don’t. They think they already 
know everything about us because they know everything about us because they 
learned about the Holocaust in school, learned about the Holocaust in school, 
but you and I know that they don’t but you and I know that they don’t 
learn anything about our culture or our learn anything about our culture or our 
community. So it is still foreign to them, community. So it is still foreign to them, 
and they don’t know how to interact and they don’t know how to interact 
with us. What you are experiencing is with us. What you are experiencing is 
your friends feeling uncomfortable and your friends feeling uncomfortable and 
expressing it in hurtful ways. They don’t expressing it in hurtful ways. They don’t 
know what to say because all they are know what to say because all they are 
taught about us are stereotypes. Of taught about us are stereotypes. Of 
course this doesn’t excuse their actions, course this doesn’t excuse their actions, 
but sometimes it helps to lessen our pain but sometimes it helps to lessen our pain 
if we think about it like that. if we think about it like that. 
 The most important thing that  The most important thing that 
you need to remember is that you you need to remember is that you 
are allowed to be here, and you are are allowed to be here, and you are 
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allowed to be Jewish. There is absolutely allowed to be Jewish. There is absolutely 
nothing wrong with that. There have nothing wrong with that. There have 
always been people who say that our always been people who say that our 
culture is wrong and that we have evil culture is wrong and that we have evil 
thoughts, but those people don’t know thoughts, but those people don’t know 
what they are talking about and are what they are talking about and are 
simply hating Jewish people; that is simply hating Jewish people; that is 
never okay. You will need to ignore some never okay. You will need to ignore some 
people in order to continue practicing people in order to continue practicing 
your Jewish life with pride, but do you your Jewish life with pride, but do you 
think that will be worth it so that you think that will be worth it so that you 
can continue being our best Torah can continue being our best Torah 
reader and our best Hebrew school reader and our best Hebrew school 
student like you have always been?” student like you have always been?” 
 ”Mhm” Mir mutters tearfully. It’s  ”Mhm” Mir mutters tearfully. It’s 
a bit of a burn that Rabbi says Mir is a bit of a burn that Rabbi says Mir is 
the best Hebrew school student because the best Hebrew school student because 
I also work hard in Hebrew school, I also work hard in Hebrew school, 
but maybe he was just trying to make but maybe he was just trying to make 
her feel better. Rabbi continues. ”The her feel better. Rabbi continues. ”The 
other important thing you can always other important thing you can always 



165165

do, is rely on the Jewish community do, is rely on the Jewish community 
around you. I know that we are a around you. I know that we are a 
small community, but we are quite small community, but we are quite 
close and you know that you always close and you know that you always 
have people here that you can come have people here that you can come 
to when someone makes you feel bad to when someone makes you feel bad 
about being Jewish or celebrating Jewish about being Jewish or celebrating Jewish 
traditions. We even have a group that traditions. We even have a group that 
meets once a week to talk about how meets once a week to talk about how 
hard it is to live in Vienna as a Jewish hard it is to live in Vienna as a Jewish 
person. After your B’nai Mitzvah, you person. After your B’nai Mitzvah, you 
could check out a session if you are could check out a session if you are 
interested.” Mir starts crying loudly interested.” Mir starts crying loudly 
again and says, ”But the people in again and says, ”But the people in 
the community are also part of the the community are also part of the 
problem! I told them about my project, problem! I told them about my project, 
and lots of people said they didn’t want and lots of people said they didn’t want 
to wear a childish crocheted yarmulke. to wear a childish crocheted yarmulke. 
They said they only like wearing black They said they only like wearing black 
ones or traditional looking ones or ones or traditional looking ones or 
something stupid like that! Why don’t something stupid like that! Why don’t 
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they want to have any fun?? Everyone they want to have any fun?? Everyone 
here is so old and crusty except for you here is so old and crusty except for you 
and the kids.” Rabbi sighs and even gives and the kids.” Rabbi sighs and even gives 
a little chuckle if I’m not mistaken. Then a little chuckle if I’m not mistaken. Then 
he says, ”that I can fix. Let me have a he says, ”that I can fix. Let me have a 
talk with them soon, okay. Don’t worry talk with them soon, okay. Don’t worry 
about the synagogue members.” Mir about the synagogue members.” Mir 
sniffles, ”okay.”sniffles, ”okay.”
 There are few things I love more  There are few things I love more 
than overhearing a conversation, but I than overhearing a conversation, but I 
have to admit that I probably shouldn’t have to admit that I probably shouldn’t 
have listened to everything that just have listened to everything that just 
went down, and I kind of wish I could went down, and I kind of wish I could 
unhear it. That was some deep stuff unhear it. That was some deep stuff 
that I don’t really know how to handle. that I don’t really know how to handle. 
First of all, I don’t think I have ever First of all, I don’t think I have ever 
heard Mir express emotion like that. She heard Mir express emotion like that. She 
always seems to go through life with always seems to go through life with 
indifference. Two years ago, during indifference. Two years ago, during 
an orchestra concert, she messed up an orchestra concert, she messed up 
big time in the middle of her solo, and big time in the middle of her solo, and 
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another cello player had to jump in for another cello player had to jump in for 
her mid-concert. After the concert, I her mid-concert. After the concert, I 
ran backstage to ask her how she felt, ran backstage to ask her how she felt, 
and she just shrugged and said, ”I guess and she just shrugged and said, ”I guess 
it wasn’t my best work, but I feel fine.” it wasn’t my best work, but I feel fine.” 
She must have been sad on the inside, She must have been sad on the inside, 
but that’s the thing about Mir, the but that’s the thing about Mir, the 
sadness never reaches the outside, until sadness never reaches the outside, until 
now apparently. now apparently. 
 I can’t believe that her best friend  I can’t believe that her best friend 
Veronika would say something bad Veronika would say something bad 
about yarmulkes. What did they ever do about yarmulkes. What did they ever do 
to hurt her? They are just tiny pieces of to hurt her? They are just tiny pieces of 
fabric, it’s honestly embarrassing that fabric, it’s honestly embarrassing that 
it’s so difficult for Veronika to picture it’s so difficult for Veronika to picture 
Mir occasionally wearing a small hat. I Mir occasionally wearing a small hat. I 
know that the B’nai Mitzvah invitation know that the B’nai Mitzvah invitation 
process didn’t go as I expected it to, process didn’t go as I expected it to, 
and it clearly went even worse for Mir, and it clearly went even worse for Mir, 
probably because she did the bulk of probably because she did the bulk of 
the inviting. Even though I’m surprised the inviting. Even though I’m surprised 



168168

about how Mir’s friends acted, I guess I about how Mir’s friends acted, I guess I 
have always known that being Jewish have always known that being Jewish 
in Vienna is a little weird. From what I in Vienna is a little weird. From what I 
overheard, Rabbi didn’t seem surprised overheard, Rabbi didn’t seem surprised 
about the situation at all, so maybe I about the situation at all, so maybe I 
shouldn’t be either?shouldn’t be either?
 I guess I do remember sometimes  I guess I do remember sometimes 
thinking that being Jewish in Vienna thinking that being Jewish in Vienna 
reminds me of the ending of an reminds me of the ending of an 
apocalyptic sci-fi movie. There are apocalyptic sci-fi movie. There are 
all kinds of movies and books where all kinds of movies and books where 
the Earth becomes uninhabitable for the Earth becomes uninhabitable for 
various reasons, then some of the various reasons, then some of the 
people have to leave on a spaceship people have to leave on a spaceship 
and go far away for several and go far away for several 
generations. In the end, they often get generations. In the end, they often get 
to return to Earth. But by then it has to return to Earth. But by then it has 
been a long time, the Earth has been been a long time, the Earth has been 
reclaimed by nature, and the people reclaimed by nature, and the people 
have no idea what to do there. That’s have no idea what to do there. That’s 
basically my people in Vienna.basically my people in Vienna.
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 Even though I sometimes get  Even though I sometimes get 
confused about what to do as a Jewish confused about what to do as a Jewish 
person in Vienna, I always assumed that person in Vienna, I always assumed that 
the adults knew what they were doing the adults knew what they were doing 
since they are the ones who lead our since they are the ones who lead our 
synagogue and our community. But if synagogue and our community. But if 
even the adults need a whole support even the adults need a whole support 
group just to talk about being Jewish in group just to talk about being Jewish in 
Vienna, maybe being Jewish here is even Vienna, maybe being Jewish here is even 
more complicated than I thought. more complicated than I thought. 
 I think all of this must be especially  I think all of this must be especially 
hard for Mir because she hates hard for Mir because she hates 
being different. She dresses to fit in being different. She dresses to fit in 
exactly with her friends, and she even exactly with her friends, and she even 
straightens her curly hair to wear the straightens her curly hair to wear the 
same hairstyles as them. For me it’s a same hairstyles as them. For me it’s a 
little better because I am used to being little better because I am used to being 
different. I have never completely fit different. I have never completely fit 
in anywhere, so being Jewish is only in anywhere, so being Jewish is only 
one thing out of a long list of things one thing out of a long list of things 
that make me different. But for Mir it’s that make me different. But for Mir it’s 
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the only major thing, and maybe that the only major thing, and maybe that 
makes it difficult for her to embrace makes it difficult for her to embrace 
her Jewishness. her Jewishness. 
 I wonder if Mir really will take  I wonder if Mir really will take 
Rabbi’s advice. How could she possibly Rabbi’s advice. How could she possibly 
ignore the people who say mean things ignore the people who say mean things 
if she already spends so much of if she already spends so much of 
her life worrying about what people her life worrying about what people 
think? I’m a little worried that Mir will think? I’m a little worried that Mir will 
ultimately decide that the hardships are ultimately decide that the hardships are 
not worth it and just give up on her not worth it and just give up on her 
B’nai Mitzvah. That would honestly be B’nai Mitzvah. That would honestly be 
even more heartbreaking than when her even more heartbreaking than when her 
mom dropped the Torah. I hope she can mom dropped the Torah. I hope she can 
find it in herself to continue because I find it in herself to continue because I 
think the Jewish community means a lot think the Jewish community means a lot 
to her deep down. Even if she is a little to her deep down. Even if she is a little 
embarrassed to be a part of it. I guess embarrassed to be a part of it. I guess 
I’ll just have to wait and see how the I’ll just have to wait and see how the 
rest of this unfolds. rest of this unfolds. 
 Now I can hear Mir leaving the  Now I can hear Mir leaving the 
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Hebrew school room to go to the Hebrew school room to go to the 
bathroom. Class is supposed to start in bathroom. Class is supposed to start in 
five minutes. I will wait until I am one five minutes. I will wait until I am one 
minute late and everyone is already minute late and everyone is already 
inside so that no one, especially not Mir, inside so that no one, especially not Mir, 
knows that I was here in the kitchen knows that I was here in the kitchen 
the whole time. I know I already heard the whole time. I know I already heard 
too much, but I can’t help wondering too much, but I can’t help wondering 
what they were talking about before I what they were talking about before I 
arrived. They must have been meeting arrived. They must have been meeting 
for a while already if Mir was already for a while already if Mir was already 
crying so heavily. Maybe Mir will want crying so heavily. Maybe Mir will want 
to talk about it with me later. to talk about it with me later. 

 After Hebrew school ended I tried  After Hebrew school ended I tried 
my very best to approach Mir and my very best to approach Mir and 
pretend that I hadn’t heard anything pretend that I hadn’t heard anything 
earlier. I decided to just act normal earlier. I decided to just act normal 
and ask her how she was doing without and ask her how she was doing without 
directly mentioning her B’nai Mitzvah, directly mentioning her B’nai Mitzvah, 
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even though there are only one and even though there are only one and 
a half weeks left, so surely my asking a half weeks left, so surely my asking 
about it is implied in the how are you about it is implied in the how are you 
question. She replied to me with the question. She replied to me with the 
classic Mir ”good.” Then she asked how classic Mir ”good.” Then she asked how 
many Yarmulkes I had made in total, many Yarmulkes I had made in total, 
and I told her 55. She said she had and I told her 55. She said she had 
made 60. So we agreed that we have made 60. So we agreed that we have 
to make 18 this week, which is kind of to make 18 this week, which is kind of 
a lot given that it’s a school week, but a lot given that it’s a school week, but 
you gotta do what you gotta do when you gotta do what you gotta do when 
Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is coming up. She Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is coming up. She 
also made sure I remembered that I also made sure I remembered that I 
was supposed to make the final three, was supposed to make the final three, 
which I did. We have to finish them by which I did. We have to finish them by 
Thursday because that’s when Mir sets Thursday because that’s when Mir sets 
up the yarmulke tree and has the full up the yarmulke tree and has the full 
dress rehearsal. dress rehearsal. 
 We didn’t talk about anything else,  We didn’t talk about anything else, 
but I guess I expected that. If I was but I guess I expected that. If I was 
feeling worried about my B’nai Mitzvah feeling worried about my B’nai Mitzvah 
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I would also tell Rabbi about it and I would also tell Rabbi about it and 
not Mir. I would also tell my dad, but not Mir. I would also tell my dad, but 
Mir’s mom is so different from my dad, Mir’s mom is so different from my dad, 
and I’m not really sure how she would and I’m not really sure how she would 
respond to this type of situation. So respond to this type of situation. So 
discussing this with her might not really discussing this with her might not really 
be a great option for Mir. be a great option for Mir. 
I think it’s good that she’s proceeding I think it’s good that she’s proceeding 
with the B’nai Mitzvah plan and not with the B’nai Mitzvah plan and not 
losing motivation with the yarmulkes. I losing motivation with the yarmulkes. I 
know she had some issues with it, but I’m know she had some issues with it, but I’m 
sure that it will all turn out fine in the sure that it will all turn out fine in the 
end. At least the synagogue members will end. At least the synagogue members will 
hopefully not be able to resist picking a hopefully not be able to resist picking a 
yarmulke from the tree and putting it yarmulke from the tree and putting it 
on their head once they see how cool on their head once they see how cool 
they look. they look. 
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 It is currently almost midnight on  It is currently almost midnight on 
Monday night. I need to go to bed, but Monday night. I need to go to bed, but 
I still have seven more yarmulkes to I still have seven more yarmulkes to 
crochet. These ones are going to be crochet. These ones are going to be 
from my fruit series. I originally wanted from my fruit series. I originally wanted 
to learn how to make pink grapefruit to learn how to make pink grapefruit 
yarmulkes because I thought that would yarmulkes because I thought that would 
be a fun design. But when I searched be a fun design. But when I searched 
for tutorials on the internet, I could for tutorials on the internet, I could 
only find patterns for watermelon only find patterns for watermelon 
yarmulkes. Apparently a watermelon yarmulkes. Apparently a watermelon 
yarmulke is a lot easier to crochet than yarmulke is a lot easier to crochet than 
a grapefruit yarmulke because you a grapefruit yarmulke because you 
just need to crochet a yarmulke with just need to crochet a yarmulke with 
watermelon colored rings around it and watermelon colored rings around it and 
then add seeds in at the end with a then add seeds in at the end with a 
needle and black thread. I tried making needle and black thread. I tried making 
one a few days ago, and even though one a few days ago, and even though 
it wasn’t as cool as a grapefruit would it wasn’t as cool as a grapefruit would 
have been, it still looked pretty good. I’m have been, it still looked pretty good. I’m 
gonna make some more tomorrow.gonna make some more tomorrow.
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 The unfortunate thing is that  The unfortunate thing is that 
tomorrow I am in school until 14:00, tomorrow I am in school until 14:00, 
then I have swim club from 15:00 to then I have swim club from 15:00 to 
17:00, and then I will have to study 17:00, and then I will have to study 
for the math exam I have tomorrow. I for the math exam I have tomorrow. I 
haven’t studied for it at all yet because haven’t studied for it at all yet because 
I’ve been so busy crocheting yarmulkes, I’ve been so busy crocheting yarmulkes, 
and I know my dad will be upset if I get and I know my dad will be upset if I get 
a bad grade. So, what I really need to a bad grade. So, what I really need to 
do is skip swim club and use that time do is skip swim club and use that time 
to crochet the remaining yarmulkes, but to crochet the remaining yarmulkes, but 
my dad won’t like that either. I will have my dad won’t like that either. I will have 
to ask him anyway. to ask him anyway. 

 This morning I asked my dad if  This morning I asked my dad if 
I could skip swim club just this once I could skip swim club just this once 
so that I could finish the last few so that I could finish the last few 
yarmulkes before Mir has to set up the yarmulkes before Mir has to set up the 
yarmulke tree. I thought he would give yarmulke tree. I thought he would give 
me an immediate no and tell me that me an immediate no and tell me that 
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I chose to go to swim club and that I chose to go to swim club and that 
I need to remain committed to it. He I need to remain committed to it. He 
would have a fair point about that would have a fair point about that 
because I did beg him to sign me up, but because I did beg him to sign me up, but 
this is a very special circumstance. this is a very special circumstance. 
 He surprisingly didn’t give me an  He surprisingly didn’t give me an 
immediate no when I asked, but instead immediate no when I asked, but instead 
inquired how it was possible that we inquired how it was possible that we 
still had yarmulkes to crochet. I told still had yarmulkes to crochet. I told 
him we were almost done but I just him we were almost done but I just 
had a few more to make and I could had a few more to make and I could 
really use the extra time. Then he got really use the extra time. Then he got 
all irritated and said: ”how many are all irritated and said: ”how many are 
you guys planning on making anyways?” you guys planning on making anyways?” 
I told him that we are making 133 and I told him that we are making 133 and 
we are almost done. I also explained we are almost done. I also explained 
that if he would just let me skip swim that if he would just let me skip swim 
club today, that I could finish without a club today, that I could finish without a 
problem. But before I could even finish, problem. But before I could even finish, 
he started yelling at me. he started yelling at me. 
 ”YOU MADE 133??” ”YOU MADE 133??”
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 ”Well, not yet,” I interjected shyly.  ”Well, not yet,” I interjected shyly. 
Being wise with my dad is always the Being wise with my dad is always the 
best way to cheer him up. best way to cheer him up. 
 ”How on Earth did you think that  ”How on Earth did you think that 
133 people would come to Mir’s B’nai 133 people would come to Mir’s B’nai 
Mitzvah?? We only have 100 members of Mitzvah?? We only have 100 members of 
the synagogue and most of them don’t the synagogue and most of them don’t 
even come every week.”even come every week.”
 I don’t understand why he thinks  I don’t understand why he thinks 
this number is so off. I reminded him this number is so off. I reminded him 
that this isn’t every week, this is that this isn’t every week, this is 
Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and it’s the first Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and it’s the first 
B’nai Mitzvah we’ve had since I can B’nai Mitzvah we’ve had since I can 
remember. Plus, Mir invited all her remember. Plus, Mir invited all her 
friends and family. He asked me if I had friends and family. He asked me if I had 
talked to Mir recently and I told him talked to Mir recently and I told him 
that I talked to her last week at Hebrew that I talked to her last week at Hebrew 
school, and she told me to make sure I school, and she told me to make sure I 
finished making all the yarmulkes to give finished making all the yarmulkes to give 
to her tomorrow after Hebrew school to her tomorrow after Hebrew school 
so that she could hang them up on so that she could hang them up on 
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Thursday. Thursday. 
 My dad seemed shocked to hear this  My dad seemed shocked to hear this 
for some reason. I wonder if Rabbi told for some reason. I wonder if Rabbi told 
my dad about what he and Mir talked my dad about what he and Mir talked 
about last week. I know Rabbi wouldn’t about last week. I know Rabbi wouldn’t 
have told him if Mir didn’t say he could. have told him if Mir didn’t say he could. 
I wonder why Mir would be okay with I wonder why Mir would be okay with 
my dad knowing but not want to tell my dad knowing but not want to tell 
me. I asked my dad what was wrong me. I asked my dad what was wrong 
with making 133 yarmulkes. He made 400 with making 133 yarmulkes. He made 400 
for his B’nai Mitzvah and we lowered for his B’nai Mitzvah and we lowered 
the number by a lot, exactly like he said the number by a lot, exactly like he said 
to. Then he apologized for yelling, and to. Then he apologized for yelling, and 
said that he had expected us to make said that he had expected us to make 
something like 30 or 40. I told him that something like 30 or 40. I told him that 
wouldn’t be enough for everyone and wouldn’t be enough for everyone and 
he said that it wasn’t realistic for us to he said that it wasn’t realistic for us to 
expect that many people to come or for expect that many people to come or for 
everyone to want to wear one. everyone to want to wear one. 
 I asked him if everyone had worn  I asked him if everyone had worn 
one of the homemade ones at his B’nai one of the homemade ones at his B’nai 
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Mitzvah and he said yes, but that it Mitzvah and he said yes, but that it 
was a different situation. Jewish adults was a different situation. Jewish adults 
who grew up in the US are always who grew up in the US are always 
saying that. ”But it was a different saying that. ”But it was a different 
situation.” I know it’s true but I’m so situation.” I know it’s true but I’m so 
sick of hearing it. Why can’t we do fun sick of hearing it. Why can’t we do fun 
stuff here too? He asked me if I knew stuff here too? He asked me if I knew 
how many people had accepted the how many people had accepted the 
invitation to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and invitation to Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah and 
I said that I had no idea. He told me I said that I had no idea. He told me 
that it was only 70, and that Rabbi that it was only 70, and that Rabbi 
apparently called him and Mir’s mom apparently called him and Mir’s mom 
about this weeks ago because he was about this weeks ago because he was 
worried that we may eventually be worried that we may eventually be 
disappointed that so few people were disappointed that so few people were 
going to be there. going to be there. 
 This is when I became furious and  This is when I became furious and 
even started crying a little bit. ”You’ve even started crying a little bit. ”You’ve 
known for weeks that only 70 people known for weeks that only 70 people 
were going to come? And you didn’t were going to come? And you didn’t 
say anything?” My dad said that he say anything?” My dad said that he 
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thought Mir had already told me, but thought Mir had already told me, but 
she of course hadn’t. This must be what she of course hadn’t. This must be what 
she and Rabbi were discussing before I she and Rabbi were discussing before I 
arrived. Poor Mir. So many people must arrived. Poor Mir. So many people must 
have said no to her, and who knows have said no to her, and who knows 
what kind of weird reasons they gave. what kind of weird reasons they gave. 
If I only asked five people and got two If I only asked five people and got two 
weird responses. I can only imagine weird responses. I can only imagine 
what kind of crazy stuff she had to what kind of crazy stuff she had to 
put up with if she asked 195 people. put up with if she asked 195 people. 
 The worst part is that she  The worst part is that she 
probably can’t even talk to her friend probably can’t even talk to her friend 
Veronika about it now because she was Veronika about it now because she was 
one of the people being weird. I have to one of the people being weird. I have to 
go make sure she’s okay. But I won’t see go make sure she’s okay. But I won’t see 
her until tomorrow. I think my dad pities her until tomorrow. I think my dad pities 
me now, since I was clearly acting with me now, since I was clearly acting with 
naive confidence throughout this whole naive confidence throughout this whole 
process. I told my dad that Mir had told process. I told my dad that Mir had told 
me just a week ago that I should keep me just a week ago that I should keep 
going and make the rest so that was going and make the rest so that was 
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what I was going to do. She must have what I was going to do. She must have 
told me to keep going for a reason. My told me to keep going for a reason. My 
dad said, ”Fine, you can make however dad said, ”Fine, you can make however 
many yarmulkes you want, but you many yarmulkes you want, but you 
can’t skip swim club so you are going can’t skip swim club so you are going 
to have to find another time to do it.” I to have to find another time to do it.” I 
guess I can live with that. Especially if guess I can live with that. Especially if 
no one is apparently going to want to no one is apparently going to want to 
wear these yarmulkes that I worked so wear these yarmulkes that I worked so 
hard to make anyways. hard to make anyways. 

 I’ve made a decision. I am going to  I’ve made a decision. I am going to 
skip swim club without telling my dad. skip swim club without telling my dad. 
It’s not going to be the best thing I’ve It’s not going to be the best thing I’ve 
ever done, but I think it will be easy ever done, but I think it will be easy 
to get away with. I know I originally to get away with. I know I originally 
wanted this time to finish the yarmulkes, wanted this time to finish the yarmulkes, 
but I think I need to talk to Mir. I texted but I think I need to talk to Mir. I texted 
her and asked her if she could meet me her and asked her if she could meet me 
at my house after school and she said at my house after school and she said 
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yes. I know my dad works until 18:00 yes. I know my dad works until 18:00 
today which means that he won’t be today which means that he won’t be 
home until 18:30, and I always get home home until 18:30, and I always get home 
from swim club an hour before that, so from swim club an hour before that, so 
my dad will never know that I was home my dad will never know that I was home 
the whole time. Mir knows my dad thinks the whole time. Mir knows my dad thinks 
I’m at swim club and that she has to be I’m at swim club and that she has to be 
long gone before he gets home. What she long gone before he gets home. What she 
doesn’t know is how much I know about doesn’t know is how much I know about 
what she’s been going through. what she’s been going through. 

 Mir just left my house, and I should  Mir just left my house, and I should 
still have half an hour before my dad still have half an hour before my dad 
gets home. I can’t say I know exactly gets home. I can’t say I know exactly 
what is going on with Mir. Either she what is going on with Mir. Either she 
is feeling way better than she was is feeling way better than she was 
on that day when she was crying in on that day when she was crying in 
front of Rabbi, or she is still sad but front of Rabbi, or she is still sad but 
has, for whatever reason, decided to has, for whatever reason, decided to 
hide it from me. My initial plan was hide it from me. My initial plan was 
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to come clean to Mir and tell her to come clean to Mir and tell her 
that I overheard the conversation that I overheard the conversation 
between her and Rabbi, but when she between her and Rabbi, but when she 
actually got to my house everything actually got to my house everything 
seemed so normal. Nothing seemed seemed so normal. Nothing seemed 
off about her like before, and the off about her like before, and the 
dynamic between us was like it always dynamic between us was like it always 
is. Since she seemed to be doing so is. Since she seemed to be doing so 
well, I thought it might be a bit of a well, I thought it might be a bit of a 
downer to tell her that I overheard her downer to tell her that I overheard her 
crying loudly in the synagogue. Maybe crying loudly in the synagogue. Maybe 
that’s a memory she would rather that’s a memory she would rather 
forget, or maybe she would be mad forget, or maybe she would be mad 
that I not only eavesdropped on her that I not only eavesdropped on her 
but also meticulously transcribed the but also meticulously transcribed the 
conversation in my journal. I wouldn’t conversation in my journal. I wouldn’t 
have told her about the journal part have told her about the journal part 
though.   though.   
 I decided that the best way to  I decided that the best way to 
proceed would be to act normal, but proceed would be to act normal, but 
try my best to see if I could get her try my best to see if I could get her 
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to tell me about her concerns without to tell me about her concerns without 
my bringing it up. I told her I was going my bringing it up. I told her I was going 
to take this time to crochet the last to take this time to crochet the last 
few yarmulkes that we need before few yarmulkes that we need before 
Thursday. She said that was great Thursday. She said that was great 
and that she was happy to keep me and that she was happy to keep me 
company as I did it. I even went on company as I did it. I even went on 
about how upset my dad would be if about how upset my dad would be if 
he knew I was skipping swim club, but he knew I was skipping swim club, but 
that it was worth it to me to make that it was worth it to me to make 
sure we had all 133 yarmulkes. I thought sure we had all 133 yarmulkes. I thought 
all this talk about me working my butt all this talk about me working my butt 
of for the number of yarmulkes might of for the number of yarmulkes might 
prompt her to tell me that we don’t prompt her to tell me that we don’t 
actually need 133 yarmulkes because actually need 133 yarmulkes because 
so many people said they either don’t so many people said they either don’t 
like yarmulkes, don’t want to wear fun like yarmulkes, don’t want to wear fun 
ones, or don’t want to come to her ones, or don’t want to come to her 
B’nai Mitzvah at all. But she mentioned B’nai Mitzvah at all. But she mentioned 
no such thing. All she said was how no such thing. All she said was how 
grateful she was that I was committed grateful she was that I was committed 
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to the project until the end. to the project until the end. 
 Finally I decided to (very casually)  Finally I decided to (very casually) 
ask her how the inviting went and if she ask her how the inviting went and if she 
thought 133 would be the right number thought 133 would be the right number 
of yarmulkes. She said that, as we had of yarmulkes. She said that, as we had 
expected, not all 200 people accepted expected, not all 200 people accepted 
the invitation, and that some people the invitation, and that some people 
were being difficult because they didn’t were being difficult because they didn’t 
tell her whether or not they were going tell her whether or not they were going 
to come. She told me that because of to come. She told me that because of 
that, she doesn’t have an accurate that, she doesn’t have an accurate 
guest count and 133 might as well be the guest count and 133 might as well be the 
right number. She also said that she has right number. She also said that she has 
a secret plan of how to use the extras a secret plan of how to use the extras 
so they won’t go to waste. so they won’t go to waste. 
 She seemed overly optimistic, given  She seemed overly optimistic, given 
that my dad said only 70 people are that my dad said only 70 people are 
confirmed to be coming. I wonder if confirmed to be coming. I wonder if 
she is waiting for people like Veronika she is waiting for people like Veronika 
to come around. I hope they all decide to come around. I hope they all decide 
to come and wear the yarmulkes after to come and wear the yarmulkes after 
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all, but I’m not sure if we should expect all, but I’m not sure if we should expect 
that at this point. I was intrigued by that at this point. I was intrigued by 
Mir’s secret plan of what to do with the Mir’s secret plan of what to do with the 
extra yarmulkes. I can’t possibly imagine extra yarmulkes. I can’t possibly imagine 
what Mir would plan to do with a whole what Mir would plan to do with a whole 
bunch of leftover yarmulkes because bunch of leftover yarmulkes because 
the synagogue is pretty much the only the synagogue is pretty much the only 
place where they have use. I guess I place where they have use. I guess I 
will just have to wait and see because will just have to wait and see because 
no matter how much I inquired, she no matter how much I inquired, she 
wouldn’t tell me what the plan was.wouldn’t tell me what the plan was.
 Based on what I’ve heard, it seems  Based on what I’ve heard, it seems 
unlikely that everything will go as unlikely that everything will go as 
planned, but for some reason I still feel planned, but for some reason I still feel 
inclined to trust Mir that everything will inclined to trust Mir that everything will 
turn out okay in the end. This is because turn out okay in the end. This is because 
I am generally the one who hopes for I am generally the one who hopes for 
the best, and Mir is the pessimistic one. the best, and Mir is the pessimistic one. 
So if she is feeling optimistic, then I So if she is feeling optimistic, then I 
can be too. The good news is that I did can be too. The good news is that I did 
finish all the yarmulkes before Mir left, finish all the yarmulkes before Mir left, 
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and I gave them to her so she has them and I gave them to her so she has them 
for the set up and dress rehearsal on for the set up and dress rehearsal on 
Thursday. Unfortunately this yarmulke Thursday. Unfortunately this yarmulke 
victory was clouded by so many victory was clouded by so many 
different happenings and emotions that different happenings and emotions that 
we forgot to be proud of ourselves for we forgot to be proud of ourselves for 
accomplishing our goal. We actually did accomplishing our goal. We actually did 
it, we made 133 yarmulkes just the two it, we made 133 yarmulkes just the two 
of us. Neither of us had any idea how to of us. Neither of us had any idea how to 
crochet a year ago, and especially for crochet a year ago, and especially for 
me it was pretty hard to learn. There me it was pretty hard to learn. There 
were several months where I thought I were several months where I thought I 
might never get the hang of crocheting might never get the hang of crocheting 
and have to let Mir down. I practiced and have to let Mir down. I practiced 
so much at summer camp until I finally so much at summer camp until I finally 
gradually figured it out and now I feel gradually figured it out and now I feel 
like I could almost do it with my eyes like I could almost do it with my eyes 
closed. It is a shame that we couldn’t closed. It is a shame that we couldn’t 
celebrate this properly. Even though Mir celebrate this properly. Even though Mir 
claimed to be totally fine, she still didn’t claimed to be totally fine, she still didn’t 
express any pride in our newly gained express any pride in our newly gained 
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skill. Maybe that was a sign that she’s skill. Maybe that was a sign that she’s 
not doing great on the inside.not doing great on the inside.
 After Mir left, I took a shower like  After Mir left, I took a shower like 
I always do after I get home from swim I always do after I get home from swim 
club and before my dad gets home. This club and before my dad gets home. This 
time I wore my swimsuit in the shower time I wore my swimsuit in the shower 
so that it would get wet and then I so that it would get wet and then I 
hung it up to dry. This way there is no hung it up to dry. This way there is no 
way he’ll know that I wasn’t at swim way he’ll know that I wasn’t at swim 
club. Usually when I hang my swimsuit club. Usually when I hang my swimsuit 
up after swim club, the whole bathroom up after swim club, the whole bathroom 
smells like chlorine. I was worried that smells like chlorine. I was worried that 
this wouldn’t be the case this time since this wouldn’t be the case this time since 
I only got it wet with shower water, I only got it wet with shower water, 
but thankfully, I wash my swimsuit but thankfully, I wash my swimsuit 
so seldomly that it has an almost so seldomly that it has an almost 
permanent chlorine smell and the wet permanent chlorine smell and the wet 
swimsuit still made the whole bathroom swimsuit still made the whole bathroom 
smell like chlorine. At least one good smell like chlorine. At least one good 
thing came from me never washing it. thing came from me never washing it. 
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 The day is finally here! Mir’s B’nai The day is finally here! Mir’s B’nai 
Mitzvah is today. I’m so excited to Mitzvah is today. I’m so excited to 
see how Mir decorated the synagogue see how Mir decorated the synagogue 
and what it’s going to look like. I know and what it’s going to look like. I know 
exactly which yarmulke I want to pick exactly which yarmulke I want to pick 
from the tree. My favorite fruit is from the tree. My favorite fruit is 
a kiwi, so I made one kiwi patterned a kiwi, so I made one kiwi patterned 
yarmulke. I wanted to make more, but it yarmulke. I wanted to make more, but it 
wasn’t until recently that my skills were wasn’t until recently that my skills were 
good enough to make a kiwi yarmulke good enough to make a kiwi yarmulke 
so I only got around to making one. The so I only got around to making one. The 
difficult thing is that Mir is the one who difficult thing is that Mir is the one who 
built the tree and hung the yarmulkes, built the tree and hung the yarmulkes, 
so I have no idea where the kiwi one so I have no idea where the kiwi one 
will be hanging, and if someone else will be hanging, and if someone else 
takes it first then there’s nothing I takes it first then there’s nothing I 
can do. Kiwi yarmulke or not I am very can do. Kiwi yarmulke or not I am very 
excited. excited. 

 Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah may not have  Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah may not have 
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been the grand affair she always been the grand affair she always 
imagined, but since she was so worried imagined, but since she was so worried 
about it, the expectations right about it, the expectations right 
beforehand were low. So it was at beforehand were low. So it was at 
least able to exceed those expectations, least able to exceed those expectations, 
even if it didn’t fulfill the childhood even if it didn’t fulfill the childhood 
fantasies we used to dream up together. fantasies we used to dream up together. 
When I first arrived I was really taken When I first arrived I was really taken 
aback by the decor. Mir put purple aback by the decor. Mir put purple 
filters on all the lights so the synagogue filters on all the lights so the synagogue 
was lit only by warm purple lighting. was lit only by warm purple lighting. 
She decided to make the tree trunk She decided to make the tree trunk 
and branches not out of yarn like I and branches not out of yarn like I 
suggested, but out of cardboard, paper, suggested, but out of cardboard, paper, 
or maybe even papier mache? I couldn’t or maybe even papier mache? I couldn’t 
tell exactly what it was but it looked tell exactly what it was but it looked 
amazing. I have no idea how she pulled amazing. I have no idea how she pulled 
that off. that off. 
 All the yarmulkes were hung nicely  All the yarmulkes were hung nicely 
from the tree branches along with some from the tree branches along with some 
crochet leaves. I didn’t even know Mir crochet leaves. I didn’t even know Mir 
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was crocheting leaves, but they really was crocheting leaves, but they really 
helped make the tree look full and helped make the tree look full and 
healthy. The leaves also contrasted with healthy. The leaves also contrasted with 
the yarmulkes and made them look more the yarmulkes and made them look more 
like fruit. Rabbi was standing at the like fruit. Rabbi was standing at the 
door greeting people, which was weird door greeting people, which was weird 
because he never does that. He always because he never does that. He always 
lurks in the back until it’s time for the lurks in the back until it’s time for the 
service to start. But then I saw Adam, service to start. But then I saw Adam, 
one of the grumpier more traditional one of the grumpier more traditional 
members of our synagogue, walk in members of our synagogue, walk in 
wearing his own usual plain black wearing his own usual plain black 
yarmulke. Rabbi greeted him with a yarmulke. Rabbi greeted him with a 
smile and then held out his hand. Adam smile and then held out his hand. Adam 
gave him an annoyed look and said ”I gave him an annoyed look and said ”I 
didn’t really think you were going to be didn’t really think you were going to be 
serious about that.” But then he sighed serious about that.” But then he sighed 
and said ”well, if it’s for the kids then and said ”well, if it’s for the kids then 
I guess there’s no way I can get out of I guess there’s no way I can get out of 
it.” Adam took his own yarmulke off, it.” Adam took his own yarmulke off, 
handed it to Rabbi and walked in. Then handed it to Rabbi and walked in. Then 
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he proceeded to pick an exceedingly he proceeded to pick an exceedingly 
boring single colored dark blue yarmulke boring single colored dark blue yarmulke 
that I made at summer camp back when that I made at summer camp back when 
I barely knew how to crochet. I barely knew how to crochet. 
 I can’t comprehend why someone  I can’t comprehend why someone 
would want to wear their same old would want to wear their same old 
boring yarmulke instead of receiving a boring yarmulke instead of receiving a 
handmade fancy new one for a special handmade fancy new one for a special 
occasion. Maybe I will understand when occasion. Maybe I will understand when 
I become a stubborn adult, but hopefully I become a stubborn adult, but hopefully 
not. I would like to stay interesting.  not. I would like to stay interesting.  
 I guess this is what Rabbi meant  I guess this is what Rabbi meant 
when he said that Mir shouldn’t worry when he said that Mir shouldn’t worry 
about the stubborn members of the about the stubborn members of the 
synagogue not wanting to participate. synagogue not wanting to participate. 
He must have given them a talk and He must have given them a talk and 
told them to wear the fun yarmulkes told them to wear the fun yarmulkes 
so the Hebrew school kids (and mostly so the Hebrew school kids (and mostly 
Mir) wouldn’t be sad. But he must have Mir) wouldn’t be sad. But he must have 
known that not all of them would known that not all of them would 
behave, and that’s why he’s standing behave, and that’s why he’s standing 
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guard at the door. I wonder how he gets guard at the door. I wonder how he gets 
them to listen to him. them to listen to him. 
 I remember one time when Mir  I remember one time when Mir 
was sick, I was texting her all through was sick, I was texting her all through 
services telling her if she missed services telling her if she missed 
anything exciting, and Adam told me anything exciting, and Adam told me 
not to text because it was ”irritating.” not to text because it was ”irritating.” 
I explained to him that I was paying I explained to him that I was paying 
attention and doing it for Mir, but attention and doing it for Mir, but 
he said he didn’t care and I had to he said he didn’t care and I had to 
put my phone away. I didn’t want to put my phone away. I didn’t want to 
make him more angry than he already make him more angry than he already 
was so I decided to just put my phone was so I decided to just put my phone 
away. How does Rabbi manage not only away. How does Rabbi manage not only 
to not be intimidated by people like to not be intimidated by people like 
Adam (of which there are many at our Adam (of which there are many at our 
synagogue) but also to even intimidate synagogue) but also to even intimidate 
them? I hope I will be authoritative and them? I hope I will be authoritative and 
unafraid like Rabbi one day.    unafraid like Rabbi one day.    
 All the younger Hebrew school kids  All the younger Hebrew school kids 
were jumping up and down to reach were jumping up and down to reach 
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their preferred yarmulke from the tree their preferred yarmulke from the tree 
branches. The room was also full of branches. The room was also full of 
little toddlers, who are still too young little toddlers, who are still too young 
to start Hebrew school, being lifted up to start Hebrew school, being lifted up 
by their parents so that they could by their parents so that they could 
reach the yarmulkes. Mir set up about reach the yarmulkes. Mir set up about 
80 chairs, so she must have known 80 chairs, so she must have known 
that 133 people were not going to come. that 133 people were not going to come. 
At least this way there were not too At least this way there were not too 
many empty chairs, just a few groups many empty chairs, just a few groups 
of them here and there. It would have of them here and there. It would have 
looked very sad if most of the chairs looked very sad if most of the chairs 
were empty. The good news is that at were empty. The good news is that at 
a typical shabbat service we only get a typical shabbat service we only get 
about 30 people, so the room felt way about 30 people, so the room felt way 
fuller than usual. There were lots of fuller than usual. There were lots of 
unworn yarmulkes hanging from the unworn yarmulkes hanging from the 
tree, even after everyone arrived and tree, even after everyone arrived and 
put them on. Partly because some of put them on. Partly because some of 
Mir’s non-Jewish friends didn’t wear Mir’s non-Jewish friends didn’t wear 
them, even though I think that made them, even though I think that made 
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it less fun for them because they it less fun for them because they 
were not able to enjoy the best of were not able to enjoy the best of 
the celebration. The ones who didn’t the celebration. The ones who didn’t 
pick a yarmulke were the ones who pick a yarmulke were the ones who 
seemed most uncomfortable being in seemed most uncomfortable being in 
the synagogue, and everyone could the synagogue, and everyone could 
immediately tell since they were not immediately tell since they were not 
wearing yarmulkes. wearing yarmulkes. 
 At first I was a little nervous  At first I was a little nervous 
about what we were going to do with about what we were going to do with 
all the leftover yarmulkes, but then all the leftover yarmulkes, but then 
I remembered that Mir told me she I remembered that Mir told me she 
had a plan for them. So I decided to had a plan for them. So I decided to 
wait and find out what the plan was wait and find out what the plan was 
before worrying. I told myself I would before worrying. I told myself I would 
be allowed to worry later if her plan be allowed to worry later if her plan 
ended up being stupid, but in the end it ended up being stupid, but in the end it 
didn’t. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to didn’t. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to 
get the kiwi yarmulke. It took me a while get the kiwi yarmulke. It took me a while 
to find it in the tree, and by the time I to find it in the tree, and by the time I 
did, someone was already grabbing it. did, someone was already grabbing it. 
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So I decided to go with a blue and green So I decided to go with a blue and green 
striped yarmulke instead. I guess I could striped yarmulke instead. I guess I could 
always make myself another kiwi one always make myself another kiwi one 
later since I know how to make them later since I know how to make them 
now.now.
 There were many cool parts  There were many cool parts 
of Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah, besides the of Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah, besides the 
fantastic yarmulke tree. My favorite fantastic yarmulke tree. My favorite 
part of the two B’nai Mitzvahs I had part of the two B’nai Mitzvahs I had 
been to before was always throwing been to before was always throwing 
candy at the B’nai Mitzvah after their candy at the B’nai Mitzvah after their 
Haftarah reading. There is nothing more Haftarah reading. There is nothing more 
surreal than seeing so many pieces of surreal than seeing so many pieces of 
candy fly through the air. Even though candy fly through the air. Even though 
the candy throwing was fun, I wouldn’t the candy throwing was fun, I wouldn’t 
say it was the best part of Mir’s B’nai say it was the best part of Mir’s B’nai 
Mitzvah because so many other great Mitzvah because so many other great 
things happened too. things happened too. 
 I already knew Mir was unusually  I already knew Mir was unusually 
good at reading Torah, but I was good at reading Torah, but I was 
afraid that she would start thinking afraid that she would start thinking 



200200

about her mom and slip up. Luckily she about her mom and slip up. Luckily she 
ended up reading perfectly. It was very ended up reading perfectly. It was very 
impressive. I hope she keeps reading impressive. I hope she keeps reading 
Torah at services in the future so she Torah at services in the future so she 
doesn’t forget how to do it. I already doesn’t forget how to do it. I already 
know that I won’t be that good when know that I won’t be that good when 
the time comes for my B’nai Mitzvah. the time comes for my B’nai Mitzvah. 
I know how to read Hebrew already, I know how to read Hebrew already, 
but the letters get all jumbled when I but the letters get all jumbled when I 
look at them on the scroll. Sometimes I look at them on the scroll. Sometimes I 
wonder if I have dyslexia, but maybe I’m wonder if I have dyslexia, but maybe I’m 
just bad at reading.just bad at reading.
 The scariest part was when she  The scariest part was when she 
had to carry the Torah around the had to carry the Torah around the 
synagogue. Dropping the Torah during synagogue. Dropping the Torah during 
her actual B’nai Mitzvah would be her actual B’nai Mitzvah would be 
even worse than Mir’s mom dropping it even worse than Mir’s mom dropping it 
during rehearsals. Especially in front during rehearsals. Especially in front 
of the synagogue members who came of the synagogue members who came 
just to finally see a B’nai Mitzvah at just to finally see a B’nai Mitzvah at 
our synagogue. It would be such an our synagogue. It would be such an 
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embarrassment for Mir. I think I even embarrassment for Mir. I think I even 
saw Mir’s mom holding her breath and saw Mir’s mom holding her breath and 
looking down at the floor while Mir was looking down at the floor while Mir was 
holding the Torah. When Mir walked the holding the Torah. When Mir walked the 
Torah back up to the front and handed Torah back up to the front and handed 
it to the Rabbi to put back, I breathed a it to the Rabbi to put back, I breathed a 
quiet sigh of relief. quiet sigh of relief. 
 Anyways, I have been rambling  Anyways, I have been rambling 
on about candy and the Torah when on about candy and the Torah when 
the best part of the service was Mir’s the best part of the service was Mir’s 
speech. I already knew it was going speech. I already knew it was going 
to be something that I would want to to be something that I would want to 
remember forever, so I took a voice remember forever, so I took a voice 
recording of it. Now I can write it in my recording of it. Now I can write it in my 
journal word for word. I could tell Mir journal word for word. I could tell Mir 
was nervous at first, but she gathered was nervous at first, but she gathered 
confidence as she kept going. confidence as she kept going. 
 So here it is: Mir’s speech  So here it is: Mir’s speech 
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 ”Hello everyone, and thank you  ”Hello everyone, and thank you 
for coming. I remember the first time for coming. I remember the first time 
I ever learned what a B’nai Mitzvah I ever learned what a B’nai Mitzvah 
was. I must have been about three or was. I must have been about three or 
four years old. We always had lots of four years old. We always had lots of 
Jewish children’s books at my house, and Jewish children’s books at my house, and 
one of my favorite ones featured a one of my favorite ones featured a 
little girl who had a big sister that was little girl who had a big sister that was 
preparing for her B’nai Mitzvah. The preparing for her B’nai Mitzvah. The 
book is about how jealous the little girl book is about how jealous the little girl 
is of her older sister, and how hard it is is of her older sister, and how hard it is 
to be the little one left behind and not to be the little one left behind and not 
yet old enough to get all the attention yet old enough to get all the attention 
of this special event. Even though I have of this special event. Even though I have 
no siblings and was always the oldest no siblings and was always the oldest 
one in Hebrew school, I have always one in Hebrew school, I have always 
related with that little girl. My Hebrew related with that little girl. My Hebrew 
school friends and I have spent years school friends and I have spent years 
dreaming of what our B’nai Mitzvahs dreaming of what our B’nai Mitzvahs 
will be like, how we will celebrate them, will be like, how we will celebrate them, 
and how amazing it will be to have a and how amazing it will be to have a 



204204

whole day dedicated to us. A whole day whole day dedicated to us. A whole day 
where we can have everything just the where we can have everything just the 
way we want it. way we want it. 
 Now my time has finally come to  Now my time has finally come to 
be the center of attention and have be the center of attention and have 
this special celebration. And to all my this special celebration. And to all my 
Hebrew school classmates out there, Hebrew school classmates out there, 
don’t worry. The time will fly by and don’t worry. The time will fly by and 
you will feel like your moment has come you will feel like your moment has come 
soon enough. In Jewish tradition, I think soon enough. In Jewish tradition, I think 
this ceremony is supposed to mean this ceremony is supposed to mean 
that I am an adult now. In our modern that I am an adult now. In our modern 
society that is obviously not true, but I society that is obviously not true, but I 
can at least say that I have grown a can at least say that I have grown a 
lot throughout the process of preparing lot throughout the process of preparing 
for my B’nai Mitzvah, and I might have for my B’nai Mitzvah, and I might have 
a slightly better idea of what it will a slightly better idea of what it will 
be like to be an adult someday. Spoiler be like to be an adult someday. Spoiler 
alert, it’s hard. alert, it’s hard. 
 I was at Davi’s house when I first  I was at Davi’s house when I first 
came up with the idea of making 133 came up with the idea of making 133 
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yarmulkes for my B’nai Mitzvah, and yarmulkes for my B’nai Mitzvah, and 
I was partly inspired by Davi’s dad, I was partly inspired by Davi’s dad, 
who made 400 yarmulkes for his B’nai who made 400 yarmulkes for his B’nai 
Mitzvah. We toned the number down at Mitzvah. We toned the number down at 
his suggestion, partly because we knew his suggestion, partly because we knew 
that 400 people wouldn’t physically that 400 people wouldn’t physically 
fit in our little synagogue, and partly fit in our little synagogue, and partly 
because we knew that there would because we knew that there would 
never be 400 people who would come never be 400 people who would come 
to my B’nai Mitzvah. Little did we know, to my B’nai Mitzvah. Little did we know, 
not even 100 people would come to my not even 100 people would come to my 
B’nai Mitzvah.B’nai Mitzvah.
 While I am so grateful for all of  While I am so grateful for all of 
you who are here today making my you who are here today making my 
B’nai Mitzvah incredibly special, it B’nai Mitzvah incredibly special, it 
should be said that I invited 200 people should be said that I invited 200 people 
in total. That means that I myself in total. That means that I myself 
handed out my beautiful invitation to handed out my beautiful invitation to 
200 individual people. It also meant 200 individual people. It also meant 
that I had the pleasure of hearing that I had the pleasure of hearing 
130 excuses from those who could not 130 excuses from those who could not 
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come. I had, of course, expected a fair come. I had, of course, expected a fair 
number of excuses ranging from too number of excuses ranging from too 
much homework to family obligations. much homework to family obligations. 
But I learned that there was a whole But I learned that there was a whole 
new genre of excuses I should have new genre of excuses I should have 
been expecting: the ”uncomfortable with been expecting: the ”uncomfortable with 
Jewish people” excuses. Jewish people” excuses. 
 To put this in context for my non- To put this in context for my non-
Jewish friends and the overwhelmingly Jewish friends and the overwhelmingly 
US-born adult synagogue members, most US-born adult synagogue members, most 
Jewish kids in Vienna don’t go around Jewish kids in Vienna don’t go around 
talking about being Jewish all the time talking about being Jewish all the time 
because it’s not usually relevant. Jewish because it’s not usually relevant. Jewish 
holidays, occasions, and festivals are holidays, occasions, and festivals are 
not usually talked about here, meaning not usually talked about here, meaning 
that we can blend in quite easily. We that we can blend in quite easily. We 
are also Austrians, so we of course are also Austrians, so we of course 
take part in Christmas and Easter take part in Christmas and Easter 
celebrations with our classmates, celebrations with our classmates, 
because celebrating holidays, no matter because celebrating holidays, no matter 
whether they are from your culture or whether they are from your culture or 
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not, is fun - or so I thought. not, is fun - or so I thought. 
 After living my whole life fitting in  After living my whole life fitting in 
like any other Austrian kid, it came as like any other Austrian kid, it came as 
a shock to me that inviting my friends a shock to me that inviting my friends 
to my B’nai Mitzvah caused them to to my B’nai Mitzvah caused them to 
see me so differently. I had at least see me so differently. I had at least 
20 people tell me weird things about 20 people tell me weird things about 
my being Jewish. Some people were my being Jewish. Some people were 
offended that I didn’t tell them I was offended that I didn’t tell them I was 
Jewish for so long, as if they felt like Jewish for so long, as if they felt like 
it was a crucial piece of information it was a crucial piece of information 
they needed to know before deciding they needed to know before deciding 
whether or not to become friends with whether or not to become friends with 
me. Other people told me that they me. Other people told me that they 
couldn’t imagine me wearing traditional couldn’t imagine me wearing traditional 
Jewish clothing, like a yarmulke or a Jewish clothing, like a yarmulke or a 
tallit. Others told me that they didn’t tallit. Others told me that they didn’t 
think I was the type to be religious, but think I was the type to be religious, but 
I think this stems from the fact that I think this stems from the fact that 
they don’t know what it looks like to be they don’t know what it looks like to be 
a religious Jew, and what they mean is a religious Jew, and what they mean is 
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that they don’t see me as the type to that they don’t see me as the type to 
be a religious Christian, which I am not. be a religious Christian, which I am not. 
Over the weeks that I handed out my Over the weeks that I handed out my 
invitations, these comments, the worst invitations, these comments, the worst 
of which I have chosen not to share in of which I have chosen not to share in 
this speech, began to wear me down. this speech, began to wear me down. 
 I found myself wondering what I  I found myself wondering what I 
was actually doing being such an active was actually doing being such an active 
member of the Jewish community. I member of the Jewish community. I 
considered whether I had not shared considered whether I had not shared 
the extent of my involvement in Hebrew the extent of my involvement in Hebrew 
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school with my friends because I was school with my friends because I was 
ashamed, and whether or not I am, ashamed, and whether or not I am, 
or should be, the type of person to or should be, the type of person to 
get excited about a religious tradition, get excited about a religious tradition, 
such as a B’nai Mitzvah. But at the such as a B’nai Mitzvah. But at the 
end of the day, even if it makes other end of the day, even if it makes other 
people feel uncomfortable or see people feel uncomfortable or see 
me differently, I can’t help but be me differently, I can’t help but be 
connected to the Jewish community connected to the Jewish community 
I was raised in because it has given I was raised in because it has given 
me so much. Being a member of this me so much. Being a member of this 
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synagogue and a student of this Hebrew synagogue and a student of this Hebrew 
school have given me some of my best school have given me some of my best 
memories, and I know that many Jewish memories, and I know that many Jewish 
people over the centuries have felt people over the centuries have felt 
the same way about their communities. the same way about their communities. 
So I have decided, no longer lightly, to So I have decided, no longer lightly, to 
accept my role as a mature person in accept my role as a mature person in 
the Jewish community. Not only because the Jewish community. Not only because 
I have to since my mom would never I have to since my mom would never 
let me drop out of Hebrew school, but let me drop out of Hebrew school, but 
because I want to, even though I know because I want to, even though I know 
that I won’t want to every day. that I won’t want to every day. 
 I have decided that it’s time for me  I have decided that it’s time for me 
not to be afraid of being religious, and not to be afraid of being religious, and 
thus I would like to mention a Torah thus I would like to mention a Torah 
story. I have always been fascinated story. I have always been fascinated 
by the Torah because it was a book by the Torah because it was a book 
of such great importance to my of such great importance to my 
ancestors. I, as a Jewish person, and ancestors. I, as a Jewish person, and 
especially as a member of the returned especially as a member of the returned 
generation, was always raised to feel generation, was always raised to feel 
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very connected to my ancestors. So very connected to my ancestors. So 
when I learn about the Torah, I try to when I learn about the Torah, I try to 
think of why my ancestors found this think of why my ancestors found this 
book inspirational or useful. I know book inspirational or useful. I know 
people often relate to parts of the people often relate to parts of the 
Torah and connect them to their real Torah and connect them to their real 
life, and I wanted to do the same thing. life, and I wanted to do the same thing. 
I immediately thought of the Tree of I immediately thought of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil in Bereshit, Knowledge of Good and Evil in Bereshit, 
mostly because I thought there would mostly because I thought there would 
be an obvious connection with my tree be an obvious connection with my tree 
of yarmulkes. At first I was frustrated of yarmulkes. At first I was frustrated 
because I came up with no connection, because I came up with no connection, 
but the invitation process really but the invitation process really 
changed something. changed something. 
 The process of planning my B’nai  The process of planning my B’nai 
Mitzvah began to reveal to me how Mitzvah began to reveal to me how 
Austrians actually feel about my Austrians actually feel about my 
returned generation of Jewish people returned generation of Jewish people 
living amongst them. People here always living amongst them. People here always 
say they feel bad about what their say they feel bad about what their 
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ancestors did to my ancestors. But they ancestors did to my ancestors. But they 
never express how happy they are that never express how happy they are that 
we have decided to return, probably we have decided to return, probably 
because they found life easier without because they found life easier without 
us. They are just too embarrassed to us. They are just too embarrassed to 
admit it, usually. This is of course not admit it, usually. This is of course not 
true of everyone here, so if you are true of everyone here, so if you are 
a supportive friend of mine sitting in a supportive friend of mine sitting in 
the audience I swear I’m not talking the audience I swear I’m not talking 
about you. But many Austrians do have about you. But many Austrians do have 
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known to us. known to us. 
 I never thought about any of these  I never thought about any of these 
things before my B’nai Mitzvah. I never things before my B’nai Mitzvah. I never 
analyzed our Jewish community this analyzed our Jewish community this 
deeply. I knew it was smaller than the deeply. I knew it was smaller than the 
US Jewish community my mom grew up US Jewish community my mom grew up 
in, and I knew that was because so few in, and I knew that was because so few 
Jewish people live in Vienna because of Jewish people live in Vienna because of 
the Holocaust. But I never consciously the Holocaust. But I never consciously 
experienced the lasting effects of the experienced the lasting effects of the 
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Holocaust until now. In preparing for Holocaust until now. In preparing for 
my B’nai Mitzvah, I (metaphorically) ate my B’nai Mitzvah, I (metaphorically) ate 
from the tree of knowledge of good and from the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil. Now that you have all come here, evil. Now that you have all come here, 
worn a yarmulke from the tree, and worn a yarmulke from the tree, and 
listened to this speech, you have eaten listened to this speech, you have eaten 
from the tree too. from the tree too. 
 In the Torah, God was not exactly  In the Torah, God was not exactly 
thrilled that Eve ate from the tree thrilled that Eve ate from the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, but I of knowledge of good and evil, but I 
honestly believe that this was a good honestly believe that this was a good 
decision on Eve’s part and that it decision on Eve’s part and that it 
needed to happen. Even if it leads to needed to happen. Even if it leads to 
some amount of pain and suffering, we some amount of pain and suffering, we 
need to know the difference between need to know the difference between 
good and evil and we need to know good and evil and we need to know 
what is going on in the world around us. what is going on in the world around us. 
It may be burdensome to live with this It may be burdensome to live with this 
knowledge, but it is also the only way knowledge, but it is also the only way 
that we can protect ourselves. that we can protect ourselves. 
 I did not initially intend to make my  I did not initially intend to make my 
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B’nai Mitzvah speech so deep. After all, B’nai Mitzvah speech so deep. After all, 
I only wanted to have an extra special I only wanted to have an extra special 
birthday party with cool decorations, birthday party with cool decorations, 
all my friends, and all my favorite all my friends, and all my favorite 
foods. Thankfully I still got all those foods. Thankfully I still got all those 
things. But I think it was inevitable that things. But I think it was inevitable that 
I would eat from the tree of knowledge I would eat from the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil at some point, and for of good and evil at some point, and for 
me this B’nai Mitzvah preparation year me this B’nai Mitzvah preparation year 
was apparently that point. That was was apparently that point. That was 
hard to accept at first, but now I think hard to accept at first, but now I think 
I can be proud of it. I can be proud of it. 
 So that was my speech. (There was  So that was my speech. (There was 
a huge round of applause here)a huge round of applause here)
 But one last thing! Or two last  But one last thing! Or two last 
things actually. First of all, I would like things actually. First of all, I would like 
to give an extra extra special thanks to give an extra extra special thanks 
to Rabbi for not only helping me write to Rabbi for not only helping me write 
this speech, but also helping me get this speech, but also helping me get 
through everything I went through this through everything I went through this 
year with your kindness, understanding, year with your kindness, understanding, 
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and rabbinical wisdom. This speech and rabbinical wisdom. This speech 
would have probably just been two would have probably just been two 
sentences long if he hadn’t helped me sentences long if he hadn’t helped me 
come up with all these ideas. Secondly, come up with all these ideas. Secondly, 
as everyone can see, there are a lot of as everyone can see, there are a lot of 
leftover yarmulkes, partly because not leftover yarmulkes, partly because not 
everyone who I expected to come came everyone who I expected to come came 
and not everyone who is here ended and not everyone who is here ended 
up wanting to wear one. Thus, I hereby up wanting to wear one. Thus, I hereby 
donate the rest of the yarmulkes to our donate the rest of the yarmulkes to our 
next B’nai Mitzvah, which will be Davi’s next B’nai Mitzvah, which will be Davi’s 
B’nai Mitzvah, in a little less than a B’nai Mitzvah, in a little less than a 
year. For those of you who don’t know, year. For those of you who don’t know, 
Davi made about half of the yarmulkes Davi made about half of the yarmulkes 
for today, so I would say this donation for today, so I would say this donation 
is more than deserved. is more than deserved. 
 Once again thank you all for  Once again thank you all for 
coming and I hope you enjoyed the coming and I hope you enjoyed the 
service.” service.” 
 This may have been the most  This may have been the most 
intense thing I have ever heard in intense thing I have ever heard in 
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my life. Mir was really acting like a my life. Mir was really acting like a 
grownup. Watching her make this speech grownup. Watching her make this speech 
was weird and incredible at the same was weird and incredible at the same 
time. I am jealous but also not jealous. time. I am jealous but also not jealous. 
I think I have always known that it is I think I have always known that it is 
harder for Viennese Jews than for Jews harder for Viennese Jews than for Jews 
in the US, but now I’m worried about in the US, but now I’m worried about 
what kind of challenges might come what kind of challenges might come 
with my B’nai Mitzvah. But I guess I just with my B’nai Mitzvah. But I guess I just 
have to hold my head up high and keep have to hold my head up high and keep 
going on like I always do, and just like I going on like I always do, and just like I 
overheard Rabbi telling Mir to do. overheard Rabbi telling Mir to do. 
 I am excited that I will have some  I am excited that I will have some 
of the yarmulkes to give away during of the yarmulkes to give away during 
my B’nai Mitzvah. I will of course have my B’nai Mitzvah. I will of course have 
a different theme and everything, but a different theme and everything, but 
I can still put them in a box at the I can still put them in a box at the 
entrance so that everyone has a nice entrance so that everyone has a nice 
one to wear and take home. Because one to wear and take home. Because 
I will have a different theme, the I will have a different theme, the 
pressure will also be off about whether pressure will also be off about whether 
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people wear them or not. I also think people wear them or not. I also think 
it was especially touching that Mir it was especially touching that Mir 
mentioned how I helped make them, even mentioned how I helped make them, even 
though some of her snobby friends were though some of her snobby friends were 
in the audience, so I guess she can’t be in the audience, so I guess she can’t be 
that embarrassed to be friends with me. that embarrassed to be friends with me. 
 I saw Mir’s mom cry during the  I saw Mir’s mom cry during the 
speech. I assume this was because speech. I assume this was because 
she did such a good job. I have heard she did such a good job. I have heard 
grownups talk about crying tears of grownups talk about crying tears of 
happiness before, so maybe this is what happiness before, so maybe this is what 
was happening. Or maybe they were was happening. Or maybe they were 
sad that Mir had such a hard time sad that Mir had such a hard time 
getting people to come to her B’nai getting people to come to her B’nai 
Mitzvah. I never thought much about Mitzvah. I never thought much about 
what goes on in Mir’s mom’s head, but what goes on in Mir’s mom’s head, but 
I know I overheard Rabbi at Hebrew I know I overheard Rabbi at Hebrew 
school telling Mir that he knew her school telling Mir that he knew her 
struggles well. So maybe Mir’s mom has struggles well. So maybe Mir’s mom has 
had experiences like this too and was had experiences like this too and was 
sad that her daughter also had to sad that her daughter also had to 
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experience them. experience them. 
 After the B’nai Mitzvah we all ate  After the B’nai Mitzvah we all ate 
challah, sushi, and chocolate cake at challah, sushi, and chocolate cake at 
the synagogue. Challah because it is the synagogue. Challah because it is 
traditional, and sushi and chocolate traditional, and sushi and chocolate 
cake because they are Mir’s two cake because they are Mir’s two 
favorite foods. There was lots of music favorite foods. There was lots of music 
and dancing, and eventually all the and dancing, and eventually all the 
old people went home and it was just old people went home and it was just 
Mir, me, the other kids, Rabbi and our Mir, me, the other kids, Rabbi and our 
parents. Then, Rabbi set up a projector parents. Then, Rabbi set up a projector 
and showed us a movie about a girl and and showed us a movie about a girl and 
the problems she had with her B’nai the problems she had with her B’nai 
Mitzvah. I think it was a bit of an old Mitzvah. I think it was a bit of an old 
movie, but it was still fun. After that movie, but it was still fun. After that 
we all had one more slice of cake and we all had one more slice of cake and 
went home. went home. 
 Today was a long day, to say  Today was a long day, to say 
the least. I feel like a lot of intense the least. I feel like a lot of intense 
emotions spilled out of a lot of people, emotions spilled out of a lot of people, 
and it wasn’t just joy, but also some and it wasn’t just joy, but also some 
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fear or sadness because of Mir’s fear or sadness because of Mir’s 
complicated speech. I honestly don’t complicated speech. I honestly don’t 
know how to feel about all of it. But I know how to feel about all of it. But I 
think it somehow made me even more think it somehow made me even more 
excited for my B’nai Mitzvah. Even excited for my B’nai Mitzvah. Even 
though I, or the world, might not be though I, or the world, might not be 
ready for it yet. ready for it yet. 
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