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A NOTE FROM
THE RABBL...

In Case | ever
become very famous,
I'm sure people will want
10 Yeod my 30\)”\0\\. \f Ahot
happens, | wany €veryone 1o be
0b\e Y0 ynderstand ix. So \ hoave in-
Vited Robbi 0 moke a few
oteS Explaining Jewish
things | mention.

FiLL NE SPEECH BUBBLES
YOU HAVE GWEN ME WITH
LOTS OF RABBIN\CAL
WISDOM FOR YOUR
FUTURE FANS







\w\/en t\nou\Mmu grondmo gove me

this journal a mo h 090, 0S O present
for my eleventh birthday, | hoven't
ritten in\it Until now. | have been
ofcaid to open it becayse | want to

that all chonges today. Mir's fwelfth
birthdoy party is 4oing to be akozing
and Will finally give me\somethin
orthwhile to write abolt in my
jovrnal,
Yy dad just interrupted me by



0sking, "oh wow are you finally starting
to Weite in the journgl that grondma
qot yoy?* | told him, "Yes | am, but | will
need a \jttle peace and\guiet if | om
qoing to Write in it propexly." Then he
said, "okay\okay Il be silent, but ot
least let me §it next to the Window so
that | have something to ook
you write’
"Fine," | replied. We switched
seats and hopefully now | can
continve Writing in peace. | am o |it
disappointed that my dad is coming with
me t0 Mir's birthday paxty, but | guess
there was nothing | could\do about
thot | know he’s just coming to keep
ir’'s mom Company. BUt as toe youngest
ottendee of the birthday porty, it’s
emborrassing to arrive with mdod. we
Just got on this train which meang that
| know | have about 20 minutes unkil we



arrive at the stop near mir’s house. |
know this sounds like o short journey,
bUt spending 20 minutes on the some
train feels like an eternity to me. | wish
ir didn’t live on the opposite side of

no £rom me,

This party is going to be different
from o] the other birthdoy parties mir
has had\and | would know. | will be

the only friend there who has been to
every single one of her birthday parties,
even the ones ot she and | were both
too\young to remember. This, 0f course,
is not\because Mir and | somehow
decided\to become besties when we
were habies, but heCause Mir’'s mom

ond my dad\are best friends. They, like
many Jewish people in our community,
ore from the United States. Bt they
met here in Vienno 0t our synagoque,
years before either Mir or | were korn.

Vi
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RObbi is &[S0 part of their friend group
because bafore he Was our rabbi, or
even o rabhi at all, he went to the
same synagoqiie as my dod and mir's
mom, and they @il became friends.
officially, Mic’s birthday party
is o sleepover at her house. Her real
birthday is tomorrow, so we are meant
to all 9o to bed, and then woke Up and
celebrate her actual bicthday in the
morning. BUt whot no adylt knows is
that we have o secret play to sneak
out late at night and 9o to Rrater
to celeprate the start of her\octual
birthdoy ot midnight. | know of\older
kids doing stugf like this, but I've kever
heard of onyone in my grade doin
something this cool. | have to admit
Om pretty nervous because | know that
if my dod finds out that he will (ose
his trust in me and start watching me
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like o hawk. 1f that hoppens | will once
again have no interesting happenings in
my life to journal about. Luckily my dod
ill 90 home before we go to bed, and it
segms Unlikely that mir’s mom will catch
Us. This is qood because if Mir’s mom
doesnit find out, then there’s no way
my dad\ Will find out.

whexy Mir sleeps over ot my place,
my dod al\Woys brings Us homemade
Shacks and plays board games With
Us. wWhen we Stoy ot mMir’s, her mom
gives Us 2() EUras and lets Us 9o to the
store and pick oNT whotever we want,
Then she lets Us watch movies until
we fall asleep. One Xime we stoyed Up
Until sunrise and | doiy’t think she even
noticed. | fear that snaaking out is
potentially more noticeayle, but | think
we have o chance, especiglly since we
have such a good plon.
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y dad just tapped me on the shoulder
SO, "DAVi STop Writing. we're

kitchen. Mir and | started playi
game 0f cords while we waited\¢0
the others to arvrive. | told her, "\ca
believe you're already turning twelve
tomorrow, do you know what that
means?"

't



"You are the best student in Hebrew
school and 'm sure yoy will do gregt.”

WHEN A JEWIGH PERSON  TURNS
13, WE SAY THAT THEX RECOME

BNM MITIVAH, TS MEANS THAT THE

PERSON BECOMES AN “ADULT" IN THE JEWISH
TRADITION AND NEEDS T0 START TAKING RESPONSIRILITY
FOR THEIR OWN ACTIONS. BE COMING B'NAY MITZVAH

\S OFTEN MARKED BY A J0YOUS CELEBRATION, WHICH
IS ALSO CALLED A B'NA{ MITZVAH.




HEBREW SCHOOL 15 1ue name

FOR THE JEWISH EDUCATION THAT CHILDREN AND
TEENAGERS RECEWE. CLASSES ARE USUALLY HELD AFTER
SCHOOL OR ON THE WEEKEND (AT OUR SYNAGOGUE 1T 1§
ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS). STUDENTS NOT ONLY LEARN
HOW TO READ HEBREW, BUT ALSO ABOUT JEWISH
CULTURE, RELIGION, AND HISTORY.

Mir turned her head in both
directions as if to check the room for
something. Then she began to whisper,
"it's not that, it’s just, did | ever tell
you what happened to my mom’s 8’nai
itzvah?

'No." | certainly don’t remember
ever\hearing any stories about Mir’s

"l onCe ovexheard Rabbi telling her



that he could arrange o |ate-age B’nai
itzvah for her at the synagoque, and
then | asked my mom why she would
need\that i she already had one when
she turped (3. Then she told me that
she hos actually never had one. She
said that ske had been qoing to Hebrew
school ot her synagogue, and she wWas
on frack for eNerything to turn out
fine. Ut then, a Xew months before
her scheduled g'naimitzvah dote, she
started getting really\bad stage fright,
Every time she tried to xead Torah, her
voice got all wobbly and she wouldn't
be able to do it. Then she s
getting anxious from just thinking about
her 8'nai Mitzvah. She wasn't agle

to come Up With a theme or write
speech or anything because she Wos\so
nervous.
Finally, one day, during a proctice
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THE FIRST FIVE BOOKS OF THE MEBREW \
BIBLE ARE CALLED THE TORAH e )

TORAH 1S AN \MPORTANT TEXT IN JUDAISM AND 1§
READ ALOUD \N THE OR\GINAL HEBREW EVERY
SATURDAY IN SYNAGOGUES. THE TORAW 1§

HANDWRITTEN ONTO A LARGE, HEAVY SCROLL.
DURING A B'NAL MITIVAH; THE THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLD
READS FROM THE TORAH IN FRONT OF ENERYONE.

session in front of all her Hebrew
school classmates, she was carrying the
Torah around the synagoque and her
honds started to shake. All 0§ a sudden
the scroll felt really heavy and she
couldn’t carry it anymore, but before
she could ask her rabbi to take it from
her, she dropped it

| gasped. Everyone knows that
dropping the Torah is a big no no.

"After that, she started crying and
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ran out of the synagoque. She told the
rabbi that she couldn’k take it anymore,
She ended Up having to cancel her
B'nai Mitzvah and drop out 0f Hebrew

to hsppen 10 me. BUt now it’s always in

the back of my mind as o possivility.

oh Yy god that must hove been s
emborrassiag. | don’t know if | would
ever recovenfrom dropping the Torah
like that, gut there’s no way this will
happen to Mir. She is the calmest and
most confident person | know. | tried my
best to comfort her,

'okoy Mir | see thax this story is
scary, but you are not yoyr mom. There
is absolutely no reason thoi this would



happek 1o you,\Ynless you think too
much about it and let it psych you out.

generation pragsure, if Yoy know what
| mean, and now that | have this styry
on top of that, if\feels like sowmuch
could 40 Wrong.'
| know whot shd means aboulthe
pressure. The majority of the kids a
oUr synagogue belong to\the so-called
"returned generation. This means thot
oUr ancestors were Jewish\people £rom
vienno or somewhere else negrbpy. sut
they had to flee to the united\States
during the Holocaust since it wasn’t
safe for them here anymore. No
0 few generations later, they hav
decided 1o return to EUrope from th
US and live their Jewish lives here,

13




now that it is safe aqaik. | think it is
really cool that our parekts decided
to come here and create their own
Jewish community again. BUt sometimes
they put o (ot of pressure on Us since
e are the first fUll generation o this
\ Unity 1o grow Up in AUstrio. it can
feel\l\ke our performance in Hebre
school i\ direct reflection of how
oUr po \nove done in creating o
successey| Wiennese dewish community,
and that’s.a fat for & bunch of kids to

handle. \
| could sae how all of this might

lead Mir to think thot her g’nai mitzvoh
has to be perfecy, onow that 've
heard the story akout h mom 100,

it seems like it might\all be g bit much,
BUT if anyone is Capable o? \'mq thi
Off Under pressure, it must be She’s
always so flawless. 'm ghad thatgir

It



(R ORIGINS

| Suppose. this lavge and shghtly mysierious couniry 15 wheve oy
fam\\\j is from. But before wmy Gncestors weve here, they were |
\venna. So its all quite compucared really

THE UNITED $TATES o¥ AMERCA

APOLIS
Wheve Miv's mow

QTQ\N up. Miv has been
there swice. She says

PHILADELPHIA

My dad grew
Up here. My
entive favm\\’ (gvanc\-

i's Nevy oM in winter.

SAN FRANCISCO

pavents, aunts, uncles,
Where Rabbi grew up. He

cousing) lives heve.

My dad and | visir
his cwidhood, so \'m not them ofren.

sUre whar 1t's \ike theve.

hasnt +o\d vs much about



feels like she can talk to me about this,
| think that Us having similor family
backgrounds is what makes Us able to
be best friends even though we are such
different people.

| have to assume that the same is
true for my dod and Mir’s mom. | am
olways surprised that they are able to
be such good friends since my dad is so
intense and organized and Mir’s mom
is 50 relaxed and go-with-the-¢low. But
've seen them together, and they seem
to really get each other. Moybe people
would say the same thing about Mir and
me.

EVen though | know | would be
really worried about all of this if | was
ir, | felt like | had to help calm her
down. So | decided to tell her, "okay
0okl know that it’s a lot 0§ pressure,
ond that everyone in the community is



q0ing to be wotchiig you. BUt we've
been dreaming abouk Your B’nai Mitzvah
for years. Remember when you were six,
and | Was five and we kad to make G
dream 8’nai Mitzvah jourpal in Hebrew
school? You said thot you Wanted o
zebra themed 8’nai mitzvah\and asked
it you could have it earlier since you
thought you were going to be reqdy
soon.”

'DaNi | can’t believe you wWoul
bring that Up now, that is so
embOorrassing.”

"I’S not embarrassing. It’s cute,
ond it shows that you are more ready
for this than anyone. So don't think
0bout the people wWatching you or the
bad things that can happen. Just think
0bout how exciting it is that the day
You've been Waiting for is finally getting
closer .
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"Yeah | guess. Thank you Davi," mMir
smiled. At\that moment her doorbell
rong and the first of her school friends
arrived. | felf really bad for Mir after
e had this copnversation, but I'm sure
eVerything will énd Up fine with her
B'naj Mitzvah, It Was (ucky that her
friends arrived right ofter we finished
talking\about it becayse | think she was
able to forget all abolt it once we
started the party.







It is currently 92:00 ond we are
all crammed into Mirks room pretending
t0 be asleep, except\for me of course.
| am hidden in the Cornar using o
flashlight to write in wmy\gurnal. we
all agreed that having\me ite in the
corner wWould make the Wholg scene
more believable in case MIC’s mem Come
in here for any reason. was | a\little
offended that | wos chosen 1o be\Ne
nerdy person in the corner writing\
my journal instead of sleeping? Yes. BY
| know wWhat kind of people Mir inVjtes
to & birthday party, and they are Very
different from me and Would probably
never write anything down unless it
Was o school assignment. So they may
not have been entirely wrong about me
being the best candidate for this job.

Journaling in the corner is only the
first part of my job. The second part

10



is thay\l have to go to\the boathroom

toilet. 've knownMir’'s mom since |
0 baby because\she is so close
dad. Despite having spent so much time
with her, | don’t feg| like | have a great
sense of her personalityN only kno
that she is super friendly ond loves 10
talk. This means that ifshe sees me tip-
toeing in her hallway at hight, she will
definitely say hello. Unless, Of coucse,
she is sleeping, and that is why this\s
the perfect test.

once | establish that Mir’s tom is
asleep, we Will grab our bags and\climb
OUt Mir’s Window. Mir lives about o five
minute walk from the Stadlau statiok,
s0 ol we have 1o do once we make it

1



out the window is get on the U] line,
get 0ff at the praterstern station, and
walk 0 0 good spot from there. 1t
Saturday night so there Will probably
be ots 0f people oUt. 'Ve never snuck
oUt before because what would | do
once | got oUt? I'm barely eleven years
old and practically still o child\gut
that’s why going to prater is perfect.
NO one there will judge Us for havikg o
birthday party and they will all assyme
that our parents are somewhere in t
park doing their own thing and ready
take Us home any time. We also packed
0 pichiC blanket and lots 0f snacks so
that we con have a whole setup.

| Would be lying if | said | wosn't
even a little bit afraid of getting
caught. BUt 'm hoping that if someone
finds out, Mir will get in more trouble
than me, since it is her birthday party

1]



THE PLAN

OWe walk from Mir's house 10 Stadlau.

@We take the U2 (subway) from the Stadlov
Starion 40 Ahe Pvmers*em Starion.

@ We walk from Proterstern +o our favorite

g, M of Prater (the park) and have QU
ER Pty
Y/
% ®MWedow alloveragain in
reverse order 10 get ack 4 =9

PRATERSTERN Y0 Mir's hovse. B

\
\\fARTV SPOT
Ny



nd her idea. | will certainly feel bod
fox her if that happens, but | also toke
comfort in the fact that | know there
is nothing that could possibly be done
to conWnce Mir’s mom or my dod that
this plon\was my idea because it just
obViously Wasn’t. S0 I'm trying to just
enjoy the ride, and celebrate mir’s
birthdoy.

con say With confidence that it wos
the best birthday party she’s ever had,
It was even better than hen tenth
birthdoy party, which was o ‘pizza
moking competition thot | won.
when we arrived at prater \we

IS



were able o locgte o prime spot next
to the giant\swinds, which are my
personal favorite part of the park,
You can never e tog old to ride these

SWings. In the middle of the night, the

mayority of peoplé\riding them are

figured out A\ pretty good arrangament
where one pergon got on the swing\and
the other person stood behind them,
pulled them bock\ond let go. Then we
were flying just as\high as anyone
| Was worried ahout my sCrape
knees because, while 1'figured that
ir’s mom wWouldn't say qnything, |
Was sure that my dad woyld see and
ask what happened. | resolVed that

15




instead of lying ond saying | fell
In Mir's gorden orsomething like that,
| WoUld \just wear o pants until the
scrapes Were healed gnough not to be

S

especiolly sing¢ my dod kn
love shorts, but\since it is siy
think | can wearYoose pants

could tell my dad | spilled juice 0
shorts and then borrow\some of h
pPaJjoma pants to wear\on\the woy
home.

The knee scraping actyally turne
OUt 10 be & minor concern compared 1o
what happened afterwards. While \we
were hanging out on our picnic\blanket,
| glonced around at all the diffexent
qroups of people to see what wWas §oing
on around Us, and | sow wWhat | Was
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pretty sure to be the HLack of Rabbi’s
head. I} looked just like him\and he
WOS Wearing o shirt that | know 've
seen him Wear pefore. | Was so\0fraid
| started shgking. In the past 've\told
Rabbi plenty of things that | didn’
ont him to tell my dod, and he alwoys
respected that. Rut if he caught mir
and\me at prater\without either of ou
parents knowing, | Reel like he would
call oUx parents and\tell them.

| togped Mir on the shoulder,
"What?" she said. | simply\pointed across
the grass to\where | saw Rabbi Sitting.
She qasped akd responded,\'oh my god
we have to hide'
'D0 you think it’s him?" | osked.
'oh yeah thoaks definitely him. My
ot him that shirt for his birthdoy
TWO years 6.90. We negd to get out
0f here" Mir turned to\ner group of

17



friends. "okoy everyone, the swinging
has been fUn bUR\l want t0 4o to o
guieter part 0f tha park now and
relax. So let’s pack Np the stusf and

"Alright but only because it
birthdoy.'

"Thonk youl we'll be right in front,
don’t Worry we won’t 4o too far. were
Just gonna ook for a good direction
90."

S YoNr

| Was Unsure why Mir wouldn’t just
tell her ¢riends the truth. 'm sure that
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it Nic had told her friends that she and
| heed to 9o sinCe Rabbi is here and wil|
recognize the two of Us but not her
friends, fpat they would have gladly let
Us 40 and done the packing up. | decided
not to even osk about it There are so
many things that | don’t understand
about Mir and hex cool kid friends,
and 'm sure this is just one of them,
Sometimes | fear that\mir will realize
how different | am from her friends
and won't want to hang syt with me i¢
| reveal it t00 much. S0 it may be to my
advontage if | just pretend that (ying
to your friends about silly thingy\like
this is normal 10 me t00.

In the end Mir and | were able ko
successfully lead the whole group in
the opposite direction from Rabbi. BUt
| wosn’t keeping such close tabs on him
while we discussed the packing up, so
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| quess if\is possible, maybeeven likely,
that he torned around at some point
ond sow Us\ | really hope he didn't. or
maybe he did’t know that we weren’t
supposed to be\there? Although it'seems
more [ikely thatWir's mom told him\that
she was hosting Mir’s birthday party
and that he knew We were supposed t
be sleeping over at her house. | guess W
will surely find out eventually i€ Rabbi
ended Up seeing us or noy.

we got back t0 Mir’s Yiouse around
5:00, an hour before sunrise. We were
able 10 climb back into the sgme
window we climbed out 0f, and we were
oll asleep in Mir’s room by the time her
mom knocked on the door and osked if
we wonted any poncakes. She didnt
mention anything about Rabbi havin
called her to tell her we snuck out, so
| guess that was a good sign. wWhen |

50



qot home a few hours later, | told my

dad about the sanctioned parts of the
sleepover, and he didn’t\nention having
received o call from rRaby about our
secret sUbparty, so | quess
ith it




»

v
"

)

R, Y

Vi

Sl
=
7\U........ﬂ
~ ..\..n\u
S
ol
oL
 W—

LHART

Al




| usually love qoing to Hebrew
school. Regular school is €ull of
judgemental people who don’t
Understand me. | especially hate the
teachers at my school. Some of them
barely know the students’ names, et
alone anything else about Us. Because
they don’t know Us, they are also
incapable 0f making their lessons fun.
How could they possibly create o decent
lesson if they don’t even know what
we find interesting. Hebrew school is
di¢ferent though. Rabbi is the Hebrew
school teacher, and he has known most
0f US SinCe we were horn. He makes
everything fun, even if it’s something
that no one would want to learn
otherwise.

In regulor school | am in the first
grade of secondary school, but my
Hebrew school doesn’t have gqrades.
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Hebrew school is usually connected to
the synagoque you 4o to, s0 our small
synagogue has o small Hebrew school.
The adults ot our synagogue tell me
that the Hebrew schools that they grew
Up 90ing to in the US are separated into
classes of [5-30 kids for each grade
from five to thirteen years old. Not only
do the Hebrew schools have a separate
class for each grade, but each city hos
multiple Hebrew schools to choose from.
Fomilies con decide which synagogue has
their favorite Hebrew school progrom,
and decide to send their child there.

| can’t imogine what it would be like

to live in o place with so many Jewish
people.

OUr Hebrew school has 13 kids in
total, which is o record high for this
school. Robbi told me that there were
only three Hebrew school kids during his

51



first yeax teaching here. Now we have o
nice\and Sizable class, but it’s nowhere
near bjg endugh to break everyone Up
into grade level closses. So we are o
single class that ranges from oges 5
to |2, Mir is\the o\dest of course, and
has been fon the Whole time we have
been in Hebrew school. Sometimes | am
jealous of thatpecause it automatically
mokes her the conlest dne there, and
everyone wonts to\be like her. gut
then | remember that | am\not only the
second oldest, but also Mir’s\best friend,
S0 | think my Hebrew school saciol stotus
is pretty high,
| om the only one from Hebrew
school who got invited to Mirs birthday
party. Of course we have |ots\of friends
here, but | think Mir would have\been
a little embarrassed to invite oUN8-|0
year old Hebrew school friends to ker
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irthday party. Her school friends
ly wouldi’t have understood

400d procice, sometimes it angers me
because he in & bad seat
Last time | had\to sit ketween Ezra and
AVO, both of whop are\six years old.
while they were sweet and | enjoyed
helping them, it’s not\neoarly as fun as
hen | get 1o sit next fg my friends. |

k RObbi 0Ok pity on me for sitting
with the six year olds becayge fhis time
he gava me o prime spot in the front
between NMir and 1S00C. 1SGAC iS\m
second favgrite classmate after
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He's only nine, but he’s very funny and
SUrprisingly good ot reading Hebrew.

After estoblishing the new seats,

0bbi Usually tells us to get out our

notebooks and start right awoy. But
today, he started pacing around the
room \With a suspicious look on his face,
hich Was o little scory because he
eventually zeroed in on Mir and 1. My
heakt started racing. what if he hod
seen NS ot Prater after all, and waited
Until now to hust us? BUt that wouldn't
make any sensy, | hope.

He eventually said, 'l heard
someone hoy an apsolutely epic
birthdoy porty last\weekend." mir
briefly glanced\at me\with o terrified
look on her facey but ske played it cool
ond started to give Rabbj & painfully
detailed description\of OUX time sleeping
over ot her house ang how un it
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WS, RObbi seemed unimpressed and
proceeded to say, "That's\interesting
beCause | Was at prater on Saturday

ith some ol friends ond | Was pretty
sUke | caught o glimpse of somg familior
faces on the sWings in the distance, but
| mush have been\mistaken.'

O\ no. Rabbi kust have alrea

eex Us When we were on the swings)

RObbi IS best friends wikh r’s mom

58



trugt\him not to rat Us out. It’s not like
oUr paxents finding out after the fact
would \nake 0 big difference anywaoys,
moybe We\would just be more strictly
supervised i the future. aut then we'll
Just behave well for a few months until
they loosen Up\aqain and we all forget
it ever hoppengd, BUt maybe 'm just
telling myself this'so that | con calm
down and stop WQryying.

Robbi didn’t end\Up saying anything
more about oUr snedkout, so | assume
that means we are sa¢e\and he is
not qoing to tell our ponents. After
acknowledging the sneakoyty, Rabbi
congratulated Mir on turning\|2 and
said that she has now officiglly entered
her &’nai Mitzvah preparation year.
Robbi soid that every 8’noi Mitavah
he supervises has a special elemelqgt
that makes it Unigue, so Mir’s first

29




assignment is to give o presentation
about what she wants hex unigue
element t0 be and how she‘plans on
creating it.

| don’t know if | have evex been
more jealous of anyone in my life.
when Rabbi announced that Mir Was
in her 8’nai Mitzvah preparation year,
everyone in class audibly gasped. Ho\ing
a B’nai Mitzvah is the most exciting
thing that con happen to anyone in
Hebrew school, so now | feel like Mir is
Wy above my leaque, especially since
she’ll be the first one to have o &'nai

itzvah in such o long time,

| have been thinking about what |
wont my special B'nai mitzvah element
to be for years, but | have never
actually talked to Mir about what
she wants hers 1o be. For the rest of
the lesson, Rabbi taught Us about the

10




haftaxah. gut | was not really listening
beCOUSA\l Was S0 focused on potential
ideas for NMir’s special element. |
unfortunately don’t have such o firm
grosp on wWhoXthe possibilities are
because | have pever been 10 & 8’0
itzvah ot our synagoque before, since
noone has ever beek the right age.
've actually only been\to two &'nai

e [AFTARAN s

READING DONE ENERY SATURDAY MoRNING
AFTER THE TORAW PORTION. THE HAFTARAH
READINGS ARE CHOSEN FROM THE BOdKS
OF THE PROPHETS.




itzvahs in my life: one that my dad
dragged e to ot o historic synagoque
in Vignna and one £or my cousin in
Philadelphia\goth of these are such
ildly diferent contexts from our [ittle
progressive\syngogue in Vienna, that
neither of them Wwill help me know what
to expect fromo Bnai Mitzvah at our
SYynagqoyue.

Aftar class, | asked Mir if we could
hang out together to Yorginstorm the
Unigue element of her BRI Mitzvah. |
was relieved When she said yes becouse
| honestly wast sure \nowvo\\/ed she
would wont me 1o be in the dgcision.
She asked if we coyld meet ot
place and discuss ideas tomorro
after school, probably because mu dod
olways mokes the best\snacks,

In the meantime | Wil try to be a
prepared as possible for oyr meeting.
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EVERY JEWISH COMMUNITY IS DIFFERENT,
BUT THE COMMUNITIES CAN BE GROUPED INTO A
FEW MAJOR BRANCAES. THE COMMUNITY AT OWR

SYNAGOGUE 1S PROGRESSIVE THIS MEANS THAT

WE TREAT ALL PEOPLE EQUALLY, AND WE CAN WAVE RABBIS OF
ANY GENDER. IT ALSO MEANS THAT WE DO NOT FOLLOW
EVERY SINGLE LAW OF JUDAISM. EACH MEMBER oF QUR
COMMUNITY CAN CHOOSE WHICH LAWS FEEL R\GHT FOR THEM
T0 FOLLOW.

| know that Mir |ikes to act cool and
confident, but she must be so terrified.
It she doesn’t think of\a qood special
element guickly, then she might start
getting stressed ond end Vp letting

her @’nai Mitzvah fall apark just like
her mom’s. We can’t let that
The unfortunate thing is that |
think of any special elements for
s actually so hard to come Up Wit
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something, especially for someone else. 1f
it were my 8’nai Mitzvah, 1 would know
exactly what to don! love sCi-fi novels
and think that having o sci-fi themed
B'nai Mitzvah would beceally cool. The
theme could be seen in the invitations,
decorations, music, and evexything else.
BUt | know | will have to saveNthat idea
for my own B’nai Mitzvah becodse it is
not 4oing to be Mir’s thing. Mir is
lowkey and chill. She’s very muted, byt
also fUn and sweet on the inside. | am
more of & splashy, talkative, bright
colored type.

Mir keeps most elements of hersels
very close. Sometimes | wonder if it is
because her mom is so hands-off and
nonchalant. She’s nice enough and does
what moms are supposed 10 do, but
sometimes | feel like she’s kind 0f boring.
| couldn’t imagine living with o parent
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like that. My dod and | always hong

Ut togetheron the weekends, travel
together, andNo ol kinds of other ¢un
STUEE. | don’t think Mic has ever gone
onywhere with hek mowm without me and
my doyd being there vs well.

| con’t stop Ninking about o
SCi-£1 B’n&i Mitzvoah, | quass\l Wil just
have 10 WGt Until tomorroyi\for Mmir
ond | to come Up With some agtually
constructive ideas together.






when Mir got to my house, she
admitted that she really needed my
help. That made me nervous since |
hadn’t actually come Up with any
specific ideas yet, probably because |
spent my whole afterqoon yesterday
desighing on invitation ROr my own
sCi-£i themed B’nai Mitzvol. we talked
for o while about different\things mir
could do. The irst thing we sexiously
considered was that Mir could mgke her
own short ¢ilm. She has always loved
taking Videos and pictures so she wo
have plenty of materiol to work with
it she wonted 10 make a film about her
life so for. BUt | think she wos a little
worried that it would be embarrassing
to show Videos of her from when she
was o little kid, so she didn’t seem t00
excited about this idea,

The next thing we discussed wos
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that she could grow lots of plants and
put them ol in the synagoque
it felt like o qarden. we are a|

t00 drab, and adding some plonts
moke it Way more fun. Mir is really
good at taking care of plonts. She
has so many of them in her room that
it feels like o jungle. If she was able
to transform the synagoque into this
type of cool forest, it would definitely
be & Unigue element to remember. Mir
seemed a little more enthusiastic about
this idea, but it still seemed potentially
complicated ond not that interesting,
After about an hour of fruitless
brainstorming, Mir said that she was
getting stressed because wWe weren't
making any progress. | wosn't sure why
she was so impatient all of a sudden
because we hadn’t been talking for
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that long, and | would’ve expected her
to need quite o bit of time to Come
Up With her special element. when |
told her to calm down she looked even
more upset. She sighed and said, "Davi,
| think 'm going to end Up even worse
0ff thon my mom. She failed to have
her own 8’nai Mitzvah even though she
knew what was supposed to happen
during one ond had been to loads of
them before. How am | possibly 4oing to
be able to do better if | have no ideo
what even belongs ot o &’nai Mitzvah?
Ve only ever been to one, ond it Wos
that one ot the historic synagoque, so
it didn’t even give me any idea of what
mine could look like."

| didn’t realize this wos the only
B’nai Mitzvah Mir had ever been to.
BUt | quess it makes sense because she
doesn’t Visit her fomily in the US as
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often as | doyond even | have only
been 10 one more ®'nai Mitzvah than
she has. | understood how having

only been to the &na Mitzvah at the
historic synagoque moke it hard

in Philadelphio gave me
idea of what to expect t

that our guitarist, Jacob, qot invi
to play for o B’nai Mitzvah at the
historic synagoque. He Was able to in\jte
oll of Us to come watch him. Everyone
at oUr synagoque Wos really excited

0boUt this for some reason. | was only
eight years old so | didn’t really care,
BUt I Will always remember the lesson
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Rabbi did\0bout the historic synagogue
in Hebrew school the week before we
went. He told us all about how it was
the only synogogue in Vienna to survive
world war Il | Was expecting this piece
Of information 1§ be accompanied by
some type 0f heartwarming story of the
congreqonts defending their synagoque.
BUT it tUrned out thot\the Viennese
chose not 1o burn it down because it
Was connected to aportient buildings
in which non-Jewish peopla lived, and
they didn’t want to risk burking those
down as well. So it was only Spared to
protect the non-Jewish people around
it. | found that extremely disappainting,
Robbi told the story in a nice
Way, but it still haunted me for monghs
ofterwords. Knowing this story makes
me thankful that our synagoque
0CCUpies jUst & few Units out 0f mony
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on the ground £loor 0f on apartment
Uilding. This means there would be no
Y for someone to burn our synagqogue
down without hurting the other
apartments in the building. | hope this
ill protect us from arson attempts.

Even though the historic synagqoque
and\oUr synagogue are hHoth close

to other buildings, that is where the
similarities ekd. OUr synagogue is
literally @ bunch of old apartments
thot have\been'slightly remodeled

and Combingd into o bigger space,

bUt the historic syngqoque is this huge
architectural marvel, or ot least thot’s
what the adults call iy 1t has pillars
ond foncy lights and lots and lots of
seating. | quess it is Rretty, but | feel like
it | went there | would never have thot
cozy feeling that | alwqys gat in our
synagogue. They also do g lot of things
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differently thon we do, Which rabbi
prepared Us for before we went.

Nfeel like everything at\the historic
Synagogue is dependent on pepple being

dress differently, and only men weor
yarmulkesel Theére\was not one woman
there wearing a yoxmulke, which | found
Unbelievable. They'even do their 8'nai
itzvahs different OUr SYnagoque,
ond in the one my dayd grew Up 9oing
to, everybody hos a B'noimitzvah when
they turn thirteen. gut aX the historic
synagogue, boys have o Ba Mitzvah at
thirteen and girls have o 8ot witzvah
ot twelve.
All of this separation seem
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» YARMULKE s a wapimona

JEWISH HAT VT WAS A UNVQUE  SMALL ROUND
SAARE. MOST PEOPLE WEAR YARMULKES N

SINAGOGUES, AND SOME PEOPLE WEAR THEM EVERYWHERE
THEY GO N THEIR DAILY LIVES. \N HEBREW, THE HAT \S CALED
A K\PPAH. AT OUR SYNAGOGUE WE VUSE THE YIDDISH WORD
YARMULKE BECAVUSE THAT'S WHAT QUR ANCESTORS
WOULD WAVE CALLED (T.

complicated ond unnecessary. At our
Synagogue, everyone sits in the same
seats, wears yarmulkes, ond has o
B’'nai Mitzvah at thirteen. | think it’s
Just easier that woy. Rabbi told us that
opparently the way they do it ot the
historic synagoque is the old fashioned
Way, and that most people used to do
it like that, even in his lifetime. gUt it
slowly started changing so that it would
be easier and better for everyone. He
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said that the word g'nai Mitzvah is

ctually the plurol of Bar

thought\about any of this, | had only
ever known to say 8’nai Mitzvah, put
| quess it\al made sense. It must have
been weird for the people back when
they first chokged it, but I'm glad they
did because my generation con
grow Up WithoUt Worrying about alf
that.
Remembering @I\ these differences
made me realize the extent to which
ir actually has no idea what she is
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itzvah ot thirteen
lso been to tons of
he could give Us

cessful B’ na

she has 1o talk about hek failed 8'naij
itzvah, gesides, Mir’s mom\hasn’t been

to nearly of mony &'nai Mitzyahs as my
dod, and she\probably wouldnk come
Up With anything fun. Rabbi would have
actually been the best person to a
about the special glement, since it w
his idea. Ut Mir wolted to impress and
sUrprise him with her'presentation later,
so that made my dod the next best
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person to ask. when we went to get my
dad, he was in the Wving room watching
his favorite TV show. Mir asked me if |

hought it would he okat to interrupt

S just like

the one that my cousin\in Pkiladelphia

h8



Y Cousing 9o to the same
synagogue my dad grew Up at, and

| have to\odmit it is o fantastic
synagogue. km not jealous though
because I'm gtad t0 be from Vienna
and 1 like our [iktle synagogue, but

the synagoque in Rhiladelphia is also
great. It’'s a huge cowngregation, ond
they all seemed so happy and reloxed,
probobly because there\was barely any
security. we did have to Use o discreet
back entrance and 9o through some
metal detectors, but that wos\all. The
synagogue even had o big sign oW front
with the name of the congregation
written in English and Hebrew.

OUr synagoque in Vienno doesin’t
have any type of Signage outside, and
we also have vulletproof doors and
windows. Even with oll of these safety
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measures, we still always have a police
Van parked out front during services
JUst in cose. Sometimes | feel like all
thi§ security gives our synagogue an
Unnegessarily dreary Vibe, but we

still have good times inside. Although |
loved mYy Cousin’s synagqogue, his &'noi
itzvah Was nothing speciol. we sang
sowe songsy he read his Torah portion,
we threw candy at him, he explained
his preparations, lots of people gave

"bUT wasn't your

B'nai Mitzvah basically the same os

cousin Eli's?”
"Well yes and no," Was his response.

He then went on to explain that he

and his friends decided\to ‘crochet ol

the yarmulkes that the quests wore ot

the service. In the end they'\crocheted
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400 yokmulkes in different colors and
patterns\ond every single one was
token by a\guest. | know it’s normal to
have silly litkle disposoble yarmulkes
ith the nome, of the 8’nai Mitzvah and
the dote on them, but 've never heard
0f opyone crochgting oll the yarmulkes
by haynd before. | Was especially
surprised that my dod did this because
| have naver seen him\crochet or do
onything drofty before

Mir actyally loved this idea so
much that she wanted to toke it for her
own 8'nai Mitz\ah, which my dad said
would be alright At first | thoyght she
WO just looking to, copy my dod for an
easy Way out. | know how much pressure
she is putting on herself to come UR With
o theme fast and not trn out like her
mom, but | wWould hate to\see her choose
o theme she’s not completgly excited
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about jusk because 0% that, Afterwards,
she told me\how excited she was, and

sold on the idea because | always feel
like o fool being the only one over the
age 0f eight in o colorful yarmulke. |
WS excited to see Mir so Committed
to changing the yormylke trends ot
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oUr synagogque because she usually just
wears o plain white one herself. gut
maybe thot’s just because she is 100
embarrassed 10 Wear & more fun one.

| think she especially liked the {ong
lasting potential of this idea because
she knows everyone in the congregation
is 40ing t0 be watching and judging her
B’'nai Mitzvah since it is the first one in
a long time. If she does o progject thot
mokes & positive contripution to the
synagogue, then people are sure 1o View
it well and think she is growing into a
400d member of the community,

Even though my dad made 00
yarmulkes for his B'nai mitvah, he
specifically told us to moke way less
than that because it would be t00
many for our small synagogue. Mir and |
agreed that this made sense, but neither
0f Us knew how many we should make
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because my dad didn’t reglly give us
an indication of how monyhe thought
would be appropriate. Later Mir and
| talked about it and decided thot if
veryone £rom our synagoque Comes,
and Mir invites all of her friends,
it Would be about right to moke 30
yarmulkes. | then suggested that we
make 133 because it sounds like o cooler
and moke specific number. Mir said that
Was £ine\as long as | mode the final
three.

Then it \Wos decided that we were
qoing to crochet [33 yarmulkes in on
effort 10 make Mir's B’nai Mitzvah a
successeul event With (asting influence,
Hopefully the congregation will be
sporting the colorfulyarmulkes for
many years to come. There was only
one final issue with this\plan: neither of
Us have ever crocheted
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ir asked my dad if he could teach

Us to crpchet, but apparently he hosn't
done it sice right before his 8’nai

itzvah and doesn’t remember how. |
told Mir we Would figure it out together.

Y grandmo Qs mode all the yarmulkes
that my dod and X own, so I'm sure she
could at least help Vs get started. | told

ir | would video cgll xay grandma (ater
and ask her what we should do.

Before she left, Mir made me
promise that 1 would give it iy all in
helping her complete this hiomewmode
yarmulke project becouse she din’t
think she could do it alone. Npromised
that | would be there every step of the
Way. | love that she chose something
she con’t do alone and that we need
to do together. This will moke her &nai
itzvah even more special. | am so
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| just finished calling my grondmo.
She was quite optimistic about the
crocheting project. perhaps too
optimistic, given that neither mir nor
| have ever crocheted before. wWhen |
told my grandma that she wos putting
t00 much faith in my future crocheting
skills, she said that she knows | will
learn guickly because | have made so
many friendship bracelets with such
elaborate patterns. while this did
give me some hope, | think friendship
bracelet moking is o very different
croft, almost unrelated to crocheting,
barring the fact that they both involve
some type of string. It was, however,
nice that she filled me with confidence
and told me that she thought mir and
| could make & bunch of yormulkes no
problem.

As for actually getting started,
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she said the first step was to learn
how to crochet o plain sguare, then o
circle, then o yarmulke, After that we
could start working on cool patterns.
She told me that she could make time
to call Mir and me and teach us, but

| thought it would be easier to just
learn with videos from the internet.
So 1 told her we would try to figure it
out ourselves first and then call her
for troubleshooting, since videos con’t
really help you when youre stuck. |
hope she wasn’t offended that | didn’t
want her to give us o full lesson, but
sometimes trying to learn something
over Video call con be difficult, |
learned that o while back when my
ondpa Video called me and tried to
teach me how to make matzah balls.
Y grondma gave me clear
instructions for what kind of crochet
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hooks and yarn to buy, | decided | would
bUy some for Mir 100 and give them to
her as o late birthday present since

all 1 got her so far were the cupcakes

| brought to her party. | really hope

the crocheting doesn’t end Up\being 100
difficult because if it fails mir
to pick o whole new unigue elem
it was already o lot of work to cowe Up
with this one.

Mic and | met today to learn how
to crochet a simple sguare and o
circle. wWe found Videos to teach us both
of these skills. Each video was about
hal¢ an hour long, so we thought that
if we budgeted one whole day for the
circle and the square, we would hove
figured them both out no provlem, but
we were very Wrong about that,
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oré\than anything, what we

learned todoy was that crocheting is
a lot horder\than we thought it was.
Even though the Video was for people

ho have neten crocheted before,
we struggled toXollow it. Figuring out
eack step took US\Way longer thon
anticipated. Sometimes | had to push
the hook so hard to gat it through the
holes in the yarn that my hands would
stort hurting. Then | would\usually get
frustrated and unrave| the sguore,
After o fUll day of crocheting)all we
managed to moke WOS o {UmpYy square
that looked nothing like the squarethat
the person in the \ideo had made, W
didn’t even get to the circle video.
Towards the end 0f our crocheting
session, we called my grandma to
complain about how much we were
struggling. we showed her gur lumpy
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vares and descrived oll the agony
that went into making them, hoping
thatshe would either admit that she

to crgcheRperfectly. Unfortunately,
neithen\of these things happened. what
she did sqy wWas that the lumpy squares
ore & qood staxt and that, apparently,
it we each grochet o little every day, it
will get easier | Wil| believe it when | see
it.

| have been crochelng pretty much
non-stop for the (ast\month or so and
my progress has been miniml. | barely
even have time 1o write in mi\ journal
NOW because | am so busy\Crocneting,
bUt that's okay because the\crotpeting
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is very important. At this point | con
oke sguares reasonobly well, but the
circles are still giving me trouble. The
firshone | made wasn't a circle at all
but the shape of a\little thimble that |
could £if on my thumy. That set the bar
really low. My sUbseguent circles have
been bettey, but sometimes they turn

don’t know how to make them like that
t, even though | am trying\my best to
follow the pattern she sent me.
ir is having o little more fuck than
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| om\ She has been able to moke one
or hwo successful yarmulkes that look
pretty olright, but she soys that each
one tokes he hours. I 1 can barely
even crochet g circle, and Mir needs
five hours to\make o single yarmulke, |
don’t know how We are ever gqoing to
make [33. PlUs, We anly have two more
weeks of school, | Will be leaving
for the summer.
EVery summer ad sends me to
the sUmmer camp in Penngylvanio that
he grew Up going to. Tha fikst summer
| Was o [ittle unsure about it After
all, seven weeks is o long fime\for an
eight year old to spend in the cgre
0f strangers in o country they hgve
barely been to. BUt now | have qroyin
to appreciate comp and even ask to 40
bacCk. My dad storted sending me ther
so that | could meet other Jewish ki
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my 0ge, besides just Mir. Comp is qood
for meeting other Jewish kids, but the
kids in Pennsylvania dont really get

me like Mir does. They know so many
dJewish kids already that they don’t need
to meet me, even though they\are still
great friends to have for the symmer.

Everyone there is always asking
what my life in Vienna is like, and\
happily tell them. BUt | think that | Gould
never make them Understand whot it\is
like to only know one dewish kid my og
in my entire Jewish community because
they will never experience that in their
Cities.

| am hoping that camp will be a
good place to learn to crochet because
we have a |ot of free time and there
ore so mony people there. Someone at
comp is bound 10 know how to crochet
ond be oble to help me. The only sod
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thing is that | cap’t use my phone there
S0 the only woy £or me to contact Mir
iS by Writing letters\to her. 1 plan to
rite her o weekly [etter and put a
mall sample of my crocheting progress
eqch letter. BUt | know my letters
toke @ long time 10 arrivéiin Vienna all
the Way from pennsylvanioy so | hope
she gets @t least some of thely before
the end\of\ the summer. If my Crochet
progress doasn’t improve throughout
the summeny then | don’t know what 'm
90ing to do. BUNI quess | will have 1
worry about tha







| am leaving £or &amp tomorrow
morning. | have packed \on abundonce
0f yarn, my crochat hook, an unusually

the US 40 t0 sUmier camp, but | know
that’s a massive oVergeneralization
on his part because Mir's mom grew
Up Jewish in the US and she has never

49



beex 1o sUmmer coamp. This magns thot

would reglly like comp.
mixed o With these ultra\cool kids at
school Who\judge everyona, Ut Mir

because thaiks\ just not how
there. Hebre hool is our plake to

it Mir went to comp,\she would act\|
she does ot Hebrew schnol and make
some nice, less judgements| friends.
BUT | know Mir Wil| definitely not
be 90ing ond Will probaly \ust hong
out with her school friends a|l summer,
which she will enjoy on some leve
I'm sure. | will keep her updated \and
moke sure she is still living the\crachet
journey with me. 1 will also use ny Kime
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in the US 10, communicate myre with my
grondma about the crocheting process,
She only lives &bout & two houk drive
OWQY from camp, so my letters

unlikely, | can send hek my pieces and
she con ook at them hesels and tell
me what | am doing wrong, we a{so have
two Visiting doys per summear and she
always comes 10 both of thew, maybe
she can give me o little lesson\then.

| realize that mailing my grendmao
failed crochet circles mokes me
extremely desperate. | never expected
to still be struggling this much ofter kwo
months of diligent practice, but here
we are | guess. Mir tried to help me out
the other day. She said that 'm not
POYing enough attention to the numbper
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of stitches, and that 'm crocheting
with Uneven tension or something and
that’s why my circles are so ugly and
hers are turning out fine. The counting
stitches thing | will give her because |
Just find it so exceedingly boring to sit
in my room counting stitChes one ofter
the other. | asked her how | could ¢ix
the Uneven tension though and she said
she didn’t know and | had to just feel
it. | definitely do not feel it. | just hope
that if | spend more time procticing,
ond maybeee grudgingly work on my
counting, that it will mostly get better
on its own.

| am in o group chat of all the kids
ot my comp wWho usually end up in the
same Cobin every year. | texted them
last night and asked if any of them
knew how to crochet and they all soid
no. That was a little discouraging. sut
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| guess PlI\just have to leave the cabin
to find someone wWho can help me.
favorite bunkmate Noah mentioned
that there was a crochet elective |ast
summer that anyone cguld sign up for,
bUt he didn’t know if they were going

to offer it again this yeon | really hope
they do because thak would\be exactly
whot | need,

It is how the evening o¢ the third

exhausting, and | usually feel o litt
dead afterwards. | hove some weird
counselors this year. | think they are
both new at the camp and one of them
is overly enthusiastic and asks way 100
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many guestions, wWhile the other one is
olmost never there and has basically
Just slept through the gast days.
During the introduction circle on
the first day, We all had %o introduce

live, at least not on the first day. They
ask something thot says more aboyt

Us, like our favorite animal or our
favorite camp meal. | like\those types of
guestions much better, but Wy counselgr
this year is nosy,

Most of the kids in the cakin
olready know me from the previous
years, so they know I live in Vienng. It is
always o little awkwaord when they\first
find out. Most people have never heaxd
0f Vienna, and then when | tell them kg
the capital of Austria they have also
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never heard of Austrio. After years of
practice, | have cragted o fool-proo
response that can all be summed Up in
one sentence. SO NOW | say: "it’s o large
City In & germon speaking country next
to germany.’ At this point people get ol
shocked and start asking me if | speak
aermon ond what my life is like. AS if

| could be from Vienna and just take

Q pOSS 0N speoking german, what a
ridiculous thought,

This is pretty much the
conversation ’'ve had with all the
people in my Cabin &t one point or
another. 1 usually don’t mind telling
them where Vienna is because they are
always nice and wont to learn, but |
know that with adults it’s worse. They
have usually heard of Austria and ol
they know about it is that it’s where
Hitler is from, and that the Holocaust
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partly happened thexe You would think
that people Wolld maybe \keep this to
themse(ves when\a kid i§ telling them
where they live, but you Would be wrong,
Sometimes people ask me if\I'm\Jewish,

Despite mu\perpetual preparednass
for people at cayp soying weird things
0boUt My being Frgm AUSHTIQ, | Was not
fully prepared for What my counselor
said to me today. As gxpected, when
my tUrn came in the intro round and |

86



said | Wos £xom Vienna, o couple people
gasped akd one kid osked me where

it was. My ‘counselor skipped directly

to saying,\'ok how interesting. Are you
Jewish?”

"Yes 'm Jewish, "\l obViously replied.

Then she osked, s living there
scory?

| had no idea Wy she was asking
me this so | just said, Yo Of course not,
it’s very nice there.”

‘oh well that’s good,\ she\said. "
Would be way too scared o \ivg in
AUStria as o Jewish person becquse of
everything that happened thexe.

So that’s what she meant gy scory.
This is 0.9ain such o messed Up thing
to say to o kid who is from there Q¢
course | think about this sometimes Byt
it’s SO inappropriate for a counselor %o
talk to me about it. why would you tell
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o kid\that you would be too afraid to
live in the\city they ovre from? | decided
the best\thikg to say Was, "well then it’s
0 good thing that you doy't live there,
bUt | don’t really have o ghoice but to

to. | have my dad, Mir, Rabbi, and the
other Hebrew school kids. So if someone
ot school or anywhere else treats
weirdly, | can just brush it off and
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g0 laugh about it with my friends ot
Hebrew school. people here are probably
Just woy too weak for that because
they've never experienced it before.
which 'm sure is nice, but it’s just never
been my life. This was honestly o drag
on the introduction round and | really

ished she would have just asked Us our
gavorite color instead so | could have
talked about the moany shades of purple
whichmake me hoppy,




CHAPTER 7

THE CROCHET
ELECTIVE




Today 15 the doy | have been
Waiting for. Oy the (ast day of the
first week of camp we get t0 sign Up
for our electivesawhen my counselor
honded me the elegtive choice form
during breokfast, | Was thrilled to see
that crochet was one of the choices. |
morked it 05 my first choice right awoy,
| have been crocheting throughout this
week, and all that has come out of
it are more |Umpy circles. once, while
| was crocheting during free Kme,
someone come Up to me and told me
they knew how to crochet, and Not
they could help me sometime. | said\that
would be great, but then they rushe
0ff t0 ploy o game on the field, and
| didn’t even get to ask their nome,
| haven't seen them since then, and
| don’t even know how to find them
because | don’t know which cabin they
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are in or even Mow old they are. At
this point | have pyt all my hopes in
this crochet elective to get me bock on
track because otherwise | am really
4oing to let Mir down,

| had my first day of the crochet
elective today. | know it’s emkarrassing,
bUt | wWould be |ying if | said | hadn't
expected 1o already be o crochet
expert by now. Unfortunately, after the
girst hour of the crochet elective, Nom
not yet an expert. | would, however,
that it went pretty well. The counselo
who leads it is very nice, not like my
counselors who are both annoying. |
told her all about mMir’s B’nai mitzvah
plons and why | am learning how to
crochet, She loved the idea of our
project and told me that she would

1)




help me learn throughout the summer,
and that she could also give me extra
crochet tasks 10 do during free time so
that | could get better more guickly.

| showed her how | have been
moking circles, and explained to her
that Mir said | need to count the
stitches, but that | simply refused
because | find that so00 boring. The
counselor told me that, instead of
counting the stitches every time, | could
use a stitch marker 1o show me where
one row ends and another one begins,
She had an extra stitch marker that
she gove me so that | could pin it next
to the first stitch | made. This woy, |
could make rows that are accurately
counted, without doing the work myself.
| can’t wait to tell Mir about this.

| also talked to the counselor about
my Uneven tension and she said thot

13



con only\get better with time, proctice,
ond Worstof all, patience. Apparently |
am just stitCing super fast and crazy
all over the place and if | calm down
ond spend o loh0f time trying to do the
stitches more slowly and evenly, they

ill come out better. This is probably

y Mir has already\made so much

more progress thon me. She is o moster

The stitch mavyey
Safety pin. Rys
'S Plastic and
doesn't haye a
Shavrp point,

A\



0f being calm, chill, and patient, ond
those are three things that | could
never be. sUt | am determined to figure
this out eventually, so | am qoing to
try\Hopefully the crochet counselor’s
super\ision will also get me somewhere. |
ill attampt her task of making a small,
counted circle this afternoon

After o few Weeks of the crochet
elective ohd some intense proctice, my
circles are thankfully getting better.
| have been practicing diring every
moment of freg time and my hands fee|
Cromped and soke. | sent mygrondma
some pretty ugly Circles in the wail
ond she alwoys sent me letters back
SGYing not to give Up.\l finally made o
halfway decent circle that | sent to
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O\ few doys 690, but she probably hosn't
received it yet. Sometimes | wonder if
this ¢rochet journey wos o good idea
or a Woste of the sUmmer. | om so
commithed to the project, but | also get
jealous dyring free time when | see my
friends playing volleyball and swimming
hile | just it here crocheting.

| usually §it with the kids making
friendship bracelets while | crochet. This
is nick because ikmeans | don’t have

to be done, but it’s also frustrating. |
am Q Veky CompetitiVe person, and | am
better ot moking friendship brocelets
than almostanyone else at camp. But
the kids here don't get to\see my killer
friendship bracelet skills because | am
always crocheting. | worry that they
see me here moking my ugly cixcles and
think | om o completely incompgtent
human being when in\fact | am more
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competent than them. | am just
somehow unable 1o master the skill of
crocheting,

one doy while | Was crocheting
OWay during free time s Usual, some
boy Came Up t0 me. | recognized him
from the cobin of kids that are o year
older than me. "why are you alwoys
Sitting in the corner crochetikg?" he
asked. "l remember you from |ost year,
ond you would alwaoys play gago\ with Us
during free time. BUt now you're afways
sitting here. what hoppened? He’s right.
| did always play 4090 during free time,
and | do miss it o little bit, but this
crochet project for Mir’'s B’nai Mitzvah
iS just t00 important. | con’t waste any
time.

"l still love gagqa, but | don’t
have that much time to ploy this
sUmmer because | need 1o Work on my
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GAGA 5

BALL GAME THAT \S VERY
POPULAR AT JEWISH SUMMER
CAMPS. 1T 1S SIMILAR TO DODGE-
BALL, BUT 1S PLAYED IN
AN OCTAGONAL PiT.

crocheting skills. | promised my friend
it that | would help crochet |33
ysrmulkes for her &'nai Mitzvah, and so
for\ hove barely been able to produce
any.”
"YoW're spending this much time
preparing\for o &’nai Mitzvah thot
ISt even yours? That's craozy. | have
my OWn B’nai Nitzvoh coming Up in
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Just five months, and I've borelldone
onything to prepare for it. BUt I'mnot
worried about it, and you shouldn’t\be
either. As long as there are one or two
kids in your Hebrew school class that
are overachievers and have a qood
B'nai Mitzvah, everyone else con kind
0f do whatever they want. Your friend
must be one of these overachiever
types, but how did she convince you to
get looped into it t0o?" This kid clearly
has no idea what it is like to live in the
returned generation. His life must be so
Simple just going around Hebrew school
with a whole bunch o people his age
borely doing any wWork because no one
will notice i he doesn’t do anything,

ir is having the first 8’nai Mitzvoh at
OUr synagogue since we've been alive,
ond our synagogue hos been preparing
for this moment for years. Everyone
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100, bUt | kno
'S mom, and
Synagogue Work o hard to moke suke
that we have the possivility to get o
qood Jewish education. They would be
100 sod if | didn’t tak’ Hebkew school
seriously, ond moking my dad sod is the
last thing | want to do.
"well it’s different ot Qur
synagogue. 1t°s very small angd my\friend
it will be the first one to have o ¥’'nai
itzvah there in a long time, s
to be perfect, and she needs my\elp %o
make it perfect”
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"Hmm," he sounded puzzled. "I've
been to small synagogues before but
I'Ve never heard of one being thot
small. Do you live in the countryside or
something?" 1 quess this might be a logical
assumption. | would assume that most
US cities have o synagogque that is big
enough to have more than one 8’nai

itzvah per decode.

"No, | live in Vienna. 1t’s the capita|
0f AUStria. I’s guite big, but there’s just
not so many Jewish people, and our
synagogue there is particularly small!

'oh, 1 quess that makes sense. well,
can you take o break to play at least
one game of 9090 With us?”

"Yeah alright." 'm sure my
crocheting progress won't suffer from
one qame.

000
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Next week is\already the (ast
week of camp and\my crochet skills
have finally become\what | would call
sUficient. | thought | Was gonna have
some type of enlightening aha-moment
and all 0§ & sudden be able to do it,
bUt instead | just gradually got better,
while practicing under the cxochet
counselor’s supervision, | slowly came
to the point where | could crocket
successful yormulkes. The good naws
aboUt being ot o Jewish camp is thot
the crochet counselor already knew
how t0 moke o yarmulke and had don
it mony times before. Usua(ly in Vienna
| have to explain to people what a
yarmulke is and give them o little Jewish
cultural lesson. BUt my counselor here
Just jumped right into teaching me how
to moke them once | had mastered
circles. She also didn’t ask any stupid
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guestions about why we wonted to
moke them or wear them, she just

thought it was totally normal. | sent my
first syccessful yarmulke to mir. She
said it Was great and sent me one oS
ell. 1 ho\e been wearing it for the past
fey Shabbt services,

when my grandmo come to Visit
me, she brought me o yormulke that she
had made and said that | could add

SHABBAT 15 7he JewisH DAY OF ResT
SAABBAT IS CELEBRATED EVERY WEEK FROM

FRIDAY NAGHT AT SUNDOWN UNTIL SATURDAY NIGHT AT
SUNDOWN. JEWISH PEOPLE CELEBRATE SHABBAT \N MANY
WAYS, BUT IN OUR COMMUNITY, WE CELEBRATE SHABBAT
BY GATHERING TOGETHER IN THE SYNAGOGUE ON
FRIDAY NIGHTS AND SATURDAY MORNINGS.
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it to our collegtion. She even told me
that | could tel| Mir that | had made it,
bUt there was no Way that mMir would
believe me if | decided to say that, Fven

though my yarmulkes were getting pretty
q00d, my grandma’s are jUst so much
smoother and more progessional looking

0
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ived home frgm summer Camp
yesterdaymy dad ond \ went out for
dinner with om when |
qot back, and vy dad let Mir sleep over
ot my house becouse he knew that |
would be jet lagged and stoy Yp really
late. He said he didn’k want me Yo keep
him Up, and that it wodld be better if
Nir Was there to keep me\company)
we decided to work on crosheting
yarmulkes together until we finally
got tired and fell asleep. | noti
looking ot me as | crocheted. | woxdered
it she noticed how much slower | was ot
crocheting than her, but she seemed 1
be smiling. Then she said, "'m really gla
you ended Up learning how to crochet
yarmulkes ot comp.”

"Yeah" | said, "me t00. | don’t know
what | would have done otherwise.”

'$0000, how many did you actually
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end Up moking while you were there?"
she\asked.
well, L actually only monaged to
moke four, but my groandma aso mode
one for\me, so | brought home five" Mir
looked a little worried. | know thot five
doesn’t seet like s0 mony, especiolly
given that | Was away for seven weeks,
bUt there are 50 many other things to
do ot comp. Alsy, | spent o qood part
0f the summer just learning how to
crochet, so it wasnit until the last few
weeks that | was even able to make any
yormulkes at all.
"Don’t worry," | said, "we still have
lots 0f time, and Now | know how to
make them so | can really help.”
"Yeoh | know," Mir said. Y| see you
making them now, and you're 4oing
G great job. I'm just worried. If
pull this of¢, it will be really cool,
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and evgryone will remember my\B’na|
itzvah gs the source of the fun
yarmulke frend ot our synagoque. BUt if
e don’t make it in time, | don’t kno
hot people Will think. Probobly that
Qe JUSY kids \Wwho can’t do anything
rigoy,

MIC i iIS\way {oo early for you to
be WOrxying like thisy we have so mony
months\oheod of\us that we can fill
with yarmylke mokig. It’'s gonna be
fine." we still ave alost o year to
make all thage yormulkas, gnd we're
working togethan 'm surexshe was just
feeling extra nNekVouUs becausa | kept her
Up until %:00 in Nie \morning. Npow |
olways get anxious \When | stay \p that
late. That being said,\| 'do think wa are
really going to have to\skep it Up tolget
all the woy to 133 yarmulkes. Especiay
because we Will have Way\l&ss time 0
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crochet once\the school yeor storts,
mMOYrowW\is oUr first day back
at Hebrew school after summer breok,
and Mir Will presekt the special element
0f her &’noj Mitzvak 1o Rabbhi ond

the class. | am curiols what she hag
prepared, but\l didn’t Want to ask her
yesterday since\l sowW how worried she
W0s 0bout the whole yarmylke situation.
GiVing 0 presentation in Hebrew school
is afwoys o little weird because you
have 10 make the presentation\serious

it and pay attention. LUCKil
pretty good at encouraging t
still.

| hope that Mir at (east mentions
me in her presentation since | helped
her come Up with the idea and am

0



helping her moke the yarmulkes. hwant
Rabbi T0 know | am also involved,
would Wwish £or him 0 give me some
of extra credit for helping, but | kno
he doesn’t give grades in Hebrew school

| just qot home from Hebrew school
a few minutes 0go. | had the feeling
that Mir wos a little nervous during her
presentation, but Rabbi seemed to like
it and have some faith in Us that we
would be able to pull it 0Ff in time. |
think that made mir feel a little calmer
about the whole thing. Although, come to
think of it, | don’t think she specifically
mentioned that we wonted to moke |33
yarmulkes. Hopefully Rabbi assumed that
this would be around the right number,
ir also mentioned that | wos helping,
Rabbi s0id that Was good since my

10
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B’nai Mitzvah will be coming Up next, so
| shouldXry to get as much experience
as | can. A lot of the kids in class were
enthusiostic\about the idea t00. Many of
them even made requests for yarmulke
colors and desighs. | don’t think either
0f Us is 90ing to beodvanced enough

to moke dinosaurs akytime soon, but

we could probably mohage some of the
imple reguested color combos. | love
that even the clueless littleHebrew

assignment Was to design an invitatio
ond that her yarmulke crocheting plon
should be o centrgl part of it. | have

no idea how a person centers yormulke
crocheting in o B’nai Mitzvah invitation.
BUt then Rabbi went on\o explain that

il



it Was supposed to educate herself on
hex topic, yormulkes, and then figure
out how to work her abundance of
crocheted yarmulkes into the theme of
the invitation whether that be through
the art, the title, or something else. This
sounds like o\tricky task, | hope she
con figure it obt. OUr yormulke progject
is Cool, bUt it's ndt exactly the most
thrilling party theme, so she’l| have to
figure out a wWoy to moke it look super
inViting.

12
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RObbi told Wir that she had o
onth to dragt her invitation. So for
PWo weeks have gone by and she has
not\asked me for help\0f course this is
fine wecause it is literally her project

ond not mine. Also, | havepeen very

0f Hebrew school and Shabhot servides.
Today, however\l finally have some
free time and decided that, whether
or not she wants help, 1 will do some
brainstorming in cosg she ends Up
needing it \oter.
| started out by researching

yarmulkes to see if | Could find any
cool facts or traditions associated with
them that could help me out,\bUt | Was
not inspired by what | read. Different

14



websites stated different xeasons that
people wear yarmulkes Yanging from
Talmudic low to reverense 10\ God

to community belonging. | have yever

far removed from my life. | do
0 yarmulke because some RObbi
down that | had to however many
thousand years aqo, and | also don’

MANY LAWS THAT JEWISH PEOPLE FOLLOW
ARE WRITTEN IN THE TORAH. BUT SOME OF
THEM, SUCH AS COVERING OUR HEADS (WITH
A YARMULKE), COME FROM ANOTHER BOOK CALLED
THE TALMUD THE TALMUD LISTS MANY DIFFERENT

LAWS FOR JEWISH PEOPLE TO FOLLOW AND INCLUDES
SOME RABBIS' COMMENTS ABOUT THESE LAWS.
JALMUDAC LAW REFERS T0 LAWS TROM THE




wear o yarmulke to say that | love o
possibly make-believe spirit that | have
never even met,

| think Mir believes in god. 've
heard her talk about it & few times in
Hebrew school. She usually soys thot
she chooses 10 believe in 6od because
she |ikes the feeling of having o greater
being out there protecting her. She said
it makes her geel less vulnerable and
alone. | could see how that would be o
nice £eeling, but since | have no proo¢
that qod exists, | don’t think believing in
60od Would moke me feel very good. So
| have just decided my life makes more
sense Without believing in god. Luckily
OUr synagogue has space for people like
me and people like Mir. | know lots of
other people there who do and dont
believe in qod for various reasons of
their own, ond vobbi olways soys that

16



we are all equally Jewish.
Even though Mir might relate to

some 0f the stUff | found about wearing
0 yarmulke to show reverence to God, |
decided to leave it aside because | don’t
understand it, and I'm not sure which
things she would relate to.

After oll my research, | only found
one guote that really stuck with me,
There wos o website that soid thot
"the primory function of o yormulke
today is 1o aCt as o sign of belonging
to o certain group of people and of
commitment to o certain way of life.”
That's what it isl That's why we weor
them. | don’t wear them 1o associate
with something from o long time 090,
or something thot might not ve real. |
wear them to actively participate in
0 community that has always been
on importont part of my life. plus,

17



everyone loves a yarmulke. I is simply
fhe best accessory. we wear them
begause they are o fun woy to\add
o litgle color to an outfit or sho
0ff o\piece of personality. we have o
tradition in my synagogue that ever
student Who enters Hebrew school (5o
usually the s year olds, or sometimes
kids who ha\e moved here) gets o
yarmulke with something they like on it.
when | Was five, my favorite f00d Was
strowberries, so \ got o strawberry one.
we usually weor them every week ot
the synagoque until we grow out of them
and become 100 emboyrrassed.

Some orthodox pedple wear
yarmulkes everywhere they go. | would
never do this, not because\l don’t
like wearing them, but becalse of the
weird stares | always get. Sometimes
my dad and | wear our yarmul

18




= AN
ORTHOVOR JEVISH COMMUNITIES BELONG
TO A DIFFERENT BRANCH OF JUpAISM THAN WE DO.
THEY OFTEN FOLLOW ALL THE LAWS OF JUDAISM

VERY STRICTLY. THIS MEANS THAT THEY OFTEN WEAR
TRADITIONAL JEWISH CLOTHING EVERYWHERE THEX GO.
WHILE THE CHILDREN FROM OUR PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY
USUALLY GO TO VIENNESE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MANY ORTHODOX
JEWISH KOS ATTEND JEWISH SCHOOLS WHERE THEY LEARN
ALONGSIDE MEMBERS OF THEIR COMMUNITY.

on the U-bahn on the way to the
synagogue, but this always mokes me
uncomfortable because people look at
me weirdly. They are alwoys staring at
me and making odd facial expressions,
ond | don’t appreciate this type of
attention from strongers.

I've also heard stories of people
who were wearing yarmulkes being
attocked on the streets. | know this
is rare, and it has thankfully never
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happened to anyone | know. BUt better

iS information about
invitation £or Mir’s

ish because |

ot her school or any of the\other
placessshe makey her ¢riends outside of
Hebrew school. | read somewheke that
the reason\that yakmulkes are alwoys
offered to ndn-Jewish quests at events
is twofold: so that they can show
respect to the Jewish community ond\so
that they don't fee




| have heard thot ortending
Jewish events can ba intimidating for
gentiles becayse they don’t kpow how

really ugly yormulkes\that the\synagoque
gives out to people wha don’t hove thejr
OWNn. At Mir’s B’nai Mitz¥ah no one will

A GENTILE 1

SOMEONE WHD 1S
NOT JEWISH.



be able 1o tell the\difference hetween
who 1§ Jewish and who is nat hecause
they Will all be wearikg our arocheted

| think people
weirdly it they
fun wearing & yakmulke con be.
Maybe the invitation could
somehow be about how yormulke
eguality makes everyone feel like the
belong ot the celepration? | think it
would also be fun to teach people to
crochet yarmulkes during the party,
bUt | noW know better than 1o think
people could learn that in & dgy. But
maybe we could decorate the whole
synagogue With string, so that peo
are in some type of string forest.
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THE. VARHULKE

AT | UNDERSTAND IT THUS  FAR)

Wi | made this one and |

en uov WQG\( one Know it'S not perfect,
OVt n public, 1+'s but | think it looks pretty
0 Sumbol that i qood

shows that ‘*é;s -

You are Jewish. 7'\\\3 We only wear
h/~ them ot Synagogue.

\3\\ W0 special thing we

;; do there.

Q L -}

(E;‘\EYQSY&\QM c;vs/ .g; ~—>Peop\e Stave o4

SU4Naqoaue, even F e You when Yoy wear

Y &5 one around the

*V\e\j aY Y\O'\' \)QW\SV\ s C,H'\ﬂ %\)T W\'W?

N
\
\

Absolutely +he best They con come
0CCessorY 10 add 10 any N SO many different
OUtfir —especially if the  Patterns, colors,
color matches Your and styles.

clothes.




they would become part of the forest
when they put their yarmulkes\on. or
maybe We create some type of yarmulke
trees?l wWe could twist [0ts 0§ brown
yarn together into branches and hgng
the yarmulkes from them like fruit.
Then we could ask everyone to "pick @
yormulke" and put it on. we would also
need 10 make sure that no membper of
the synagoque is allowed to bring their
own yarmulke, so that we con’t tell who
is who. That would be so funl The only
thing is that 1 still don’t know how to
put all this on an invitation. Hopefully

ir Wil have some 9ood insights. Maybe
IINmoke a few sketches to show her the
Vibe\ am thinking of ond she can tel|
me what she thinks is missing or whot
she wonts to do differently. I'm usually
super diredt and literal, but she’s all
poetic and mysterious, so she’ll want to

14




change the viye for sure. At this point
| have done a ot of work even Nough

ir hasn't technically asked for my help
yex, bt maybe she will need it anyways,
and Nt Won't have a\| been for nothing,

Yesterdqy ot Hebrew school | asked
ir it she hod\made any progress on the

invitation and the told me that she hod
neither thought aout her g'ngi Mitzvah
nor crocheted anl\yarmulkes ik almost
a month. | was 100 emborrassed\to
admit that | also havent crochet
onything since the summex, but we Sill
have so much time. 'm suke it Will be
fine. She told me that she o willing 1
hear my ideas for the inVitationso we
went to my house after class\to discuss.

She seemed o little underwhelmad
by my tree idea ot first, but | think she
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eventually yrew to like it. She thought
Rabbi Would \ike the fruit symbolism
because so mayy Jewish holidays involve
fruit. 1 also koW Mir loves fruit because
she always ea
during holidoys

do everything right
SYNagogue members away. This not being
my B'nai Mitzvah takes the pressurg off
and gives me a cleor head\to be abl
to work on it in 6 woy that
not be able to. Thus | think theke is no
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shome in me helping Mir out, since | hove
the advantage of being more removed
from the pressure of hoWing the girst
B’nai Mitzvah in so long. ARter all, we
are supposed 10 be learning N commit
to this community right? The retyrned
generation sticking together ond khelping
each other fulfill our community roles
should reflect well on us and show h
ready we are to keep this community
alive as adults,
| 0m CuUrious to see what Mir

comes Up With, and | am excited for
the invitation to be finished because
after she makes the invitation, she
con finally invite peoplel | feel like this
is the exciting port because you con
invite everyone you know to your 8'nai

itzvah. | love the idea of this because
| think it’s a good way to check in with
your life and see how many people

17



out there really love you, but Mir (and
ony sone persony probably don’t think
about it [ike that,

| think Mir might have procrasti-
nated a little too long on her invitation.
we only discussed the tree idea for the
first time lost week, ond during Hebrew
school today she already had to pres-
ent the final invitation. This made my
expectations low. Mir hadn’t discussed
the invitation with me since the short
conversation we had about it lost week.
This meont | had no idea what it wos
going to look like or if she even decided
to stick to my idea about the tree. part
0f me Was o little worried that the time
pressure got to her and she wasn’t able
to think of anything. LUckily that did
not end Up being the cose.
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when Mir unveiled her invitation
to the class, \realized | had
nderestimated\ner and wos wrong
to, Worry. | don’t Yhink of Mir s being
someone who hose most striking
art capabilitiad but this invitation
really\was incredible.\Ske did exactly
as hoping she Wowld do and put
spirit into it s§ i\no longer
looked cartoonish and sillulike when |
drew\t, but Was elegant and posh like
an invitation should be. | cont Wit to
see how excited\her friends will\ be 10
receive these invitations,
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colored ones\now, Which is greqt
because what\kind 0£\boring person
Weors o single-golored yormulke?
Now that min\ has made the
invitation, she can\start inViting peop|
RObbi sGid it’s important to know how
many people are comig so that\we
con prepare the food for the par
ond know how many chairs 1o put |
the synagoque. QUr synagoqye is very
smoll compared to the one my fomily
in Philadelphia goes to. We usuglly
have about 30 people on shabbyt and
maybe 50 during big holidays like \gosh
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Hoshanah and Yom Kippur. I§ we squish,
he synagogue could hold o ot more
thon that though. This is why robbi said
that mir could invite up to 200 people,

ROSN HASHANAH 1S THE JEWISH NEW :

YEAR. THERE 1S A JEWISH CALENDAR WITH 115 QWN
SYSTEM OF MONTHS AND YEARS, AND QUR NEW YEAR IS IN THE
FALL. TEN DAYS AFTER ROSH HASWANAM IS ANOTHER JEWISH
HOLIDAY CALLED mM K\WUK ON YOM K\PPUR, WE THINK

AROUT ALL THE THINGS WE HAVE DONE WRONG IN THE PAST
YEAR AND WoW WE CAN DO BETTER IN THE YEAR TO COME.
ROSH HASWANAH AND YOM KIPPUR ARE BOTH \MPORTANT HOLIDAYS)
AND COMMON DAYS FoR JEWISH PEOPLE TO GO TO




even think | know 200\ people. Robbi
did say that she hod to\invite all the
members of the syhagogque though, which
is about |00 people -1 bet only
half of the members Will come because

| have never seen all of them\gather
together at one event begore. All the
requlars will be there, ourHebre
school classmates and their\parents
will probably oll come, and then some
members Who rarely go to services, but
have known Mir since she was 6\poby
are sure to show Up as well. other\than
that, & few extra members Will com
because they're excited thot we are
holding o B’nai Mitzvah for the first
time in so long. Mir also told me that
she has to reserve )0 spots for her
grandporents, uncles, aunts, cousins,
fomily friends, etc. who will £ly out
from the US to come see her, just like

154



how | did with my cousin.

After subtracting the |00
synagogue members and the 20 family
members, Mir still has 80 people she can
invite. She seemed to have no worries
that this would be too mony. | aspire
to have as much confidence and as
many friends as mir somedoy. She told
me that she wanted to invite everyone
from her school in her year, plus some
friends that she has in the years above
and below her. | think this is about
50 people in total since she goes to o
pretty small school, not like mine where
everyone in my year is already more
than |00 people. BUtT | wouldn’t want
to invite all my classmates to my 8’nai

itzvah anyways because | barely
know some of them.

For the last 3() people she
explained to me that some of them
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come from her orchestra, &nd some of
them are from her old primary school,
She also wants o invite five people
from my school that she knows through
me ond really likes\She gave me their
invitations yesterday during Hebre
school and told me to\give them out
next week on Monday, Which 1 will of
course do.

itzvah invitations to my friendsy But
then my friends kind of crushed m
mood. | om very close with the peopl

ir chose to inVite, but | guess | have
only been friends with them for about
Six months, or maybe a little more. I'm
only in the second grade of secondary
school, which means 've only been ot
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this school for a little over o year. So
these people were strongers to me less
than a year and a half ag0. Usually

| don’t really think about that, and |
treat them as true friends. Ut today |
started to realize that maybe you con't
learn everything about someone in such
a short amount of time,

The €irst person | gove the
invitation to Was my very best friend
Simon. He has met Mir nUmerous times
ond was really excited to 9o to her
B’noi mitzvah, After that | gove them to
Nina and gabriel, and that was when
it got weird. gobrie| apparently didn’t
now | Was Jewish, which | suppose isn’t
t sUrprising because it’s not like |
tolk\about it all the time. when | gove
invitation, he asked me what
o B’'nai Mitzvah was. when | explained
that it wag o Jewish coming of age
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trodif
killer Hg

wos Jewish.
that Mir and | are hoth
octuo\\q kno eoch other

special clothes? DOt you get in
if you don’t wear those special |
This guestion was so Ut of the blue\
don’t know why he thot
c\othes.
| think only ultra-orthodox people
wear religious clothing in e

life. 1t's not something that o

doesn’t know that mony Jewish people
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yself included, don’t even believe in
60d. EVen people wWho do helieve in 6od,

like Mir, probbly don't think God will
punis\them bosed on what clothes
they weoyr. | wasp't gquite sure what to
do about Tis but\ ended Up sounding
very colm ond sayig that "some ultro-
orthodox people do wear traditional
clothing in daily tige, byt lots of Jewish
people, like Mir and\l, are not orthodox
and don’t wear any type\of specific
clothing, unless we areNp the synagoque
or celebrating something spegiol. Usually
Jewish people just wear thessame things
that everyone else in their communities
wears. That's why you never knQl when
someone might be Jewish." Of course
sometimes | can tell when people or
Jewish, but the average Austrion gentile
would never know.

| thought gobriel would be
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interested in my enlightening words
0boUt Jewish culture, singe he clearly
knOWS nothing about it, but instead he
Just responded by saying "so\you quys
are not like those religious Jews that
alk around the second district?" | ¢elt

the lows and that’s what he meant?
OUr synaqogue also hoppens o be in the
second distridt since that's where all

the Jewish stUFg is, so we technically do
walk around the\second district o 9o to
services. But since\he seemed so relieved
by the possibility that we weren't
like these other religioys Jews that he
pictured in his head, | decided to just
tell him "no we are not [ike them," even
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This is where fhe Synagogues are. We ave n ved.
Not 50 far from everyoné else. So you could Say
we are just like all fhe other Aew\?\w people
n the second district. The Second
district \S Called Leopoldstadt.




though we kind of are,

After | assured gabriel that we
weren’t 0o religious, he said he would
be happy to come to the party, as
long as it Wos only o party, and not
a religious gathering. | decided not to
say anything and just tell him | would
be excited 1o see him there. | hope he’s
not disappointed when he gets there
and realizes that he has to watch mir
read Torah because | think o (ot of
people consider reading the Torah to
be religious. | know that qabriel likes

ir and would want 10 be there for
her so hopefully he will be totally fine.
He also wears |ots of sweaters and
hats that his dad crochets ¢or him, so
once he gets there he’ll have to love the
yarmulke disploy.

| pUt O yes next 10 qabriel’s name
but then | realized that Nina was just
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kind 0§ stonding there the whole time
ond didn’t say anything so | have no
idea i she’s coming or not. 1 quess | Wil
have to ask her |ater.

In the afternoon, | gave invitations
to Alex and Annika. They were Very
nice about it and told me to tell Mir
that they would both be coming. |
explained to them that everyone was
q0ing to get o yarmulke that hod been
crocheted by either Mir or I Annika
asked if they would be allowed to
wear them if they weren’t Jewish, and
| said of course that’s the whole pointl
| explained how we are partly moking
them so that all the non-Jewish people
feel welcome and like they are o true
part of the celebration. That made
them really excited, so | even asked
them if they had any requests for
yarmulke colors. Annika wanted black
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and dark\blue, and Alex wonted yellow
and oronga | told them | would moke
those but that they would have to find
them on the tree and be the first to
pick them if they wanted to end Up
earing them, They promised they would
gek there early and try their best.

seemed O bit Weird ot Hebrew
school today. | wonder if\she was

Just exhavgted from inviting so many
people 10 her &’nai mitzvah gl week. |
told her thot\Simon, Annika, Alex, and
Gobriel were coming, ond that Nina
Was & moybe and | would ask aq&in.
| didn’t tell her about the weird thing

to worry, plus I'm sure it will be totally
fine with him once he gets there and
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sees\'ow Cool Mir’s B’nai Mitzvah is.
when 1\ asked her how the invitations
were going she just shrugged and said
'900d." That was basically the only
exchange We had the whole day

| told my dad that Mir hod
seemed 0fF today and he soid that she
probably just hgs o (ot to do with her
B’nai Mitzvah coting Up and is feeling
stressed. He told m& to give her some
space, which | know\s & qood idea even
though it makes me o \ittle sad. Hopefully
she gets less stressed sogn.

Today | asked Nina if she Was
coming to Mir’s 8’nai Mitzvah gand she

won't be able to make it" | didn't really
mind since it’s not my B’nai Mitzvah
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ond | totally understond if she cont
moke it. | didn’t expect her to give
an excuse for not coming because |
ossumed that she was just busy. we
don’t even hove enough seats for
everyone who wWos invited to come, so
really it’s all good. BUt after she told me
that she wosn’t coming, she continved
to act all guiet and strange until she
finally said, "t actually hate religion so
| would feel really uncomfortable being
there supporting it." | was confused
0bout this because it’s yet another
person who thinks that o g’nai mitzvah
i some kind of creepy ritual when it’s
literally just o party and mir showing
everyone how hard she has worked
learning to read Hebrew,

| don’t understand why people
con’t just accept this as what it is - o
birthdoy party invitation. | asked Nina,
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SO Uncomfortable
itzvah and whq

this in my Jewish communitys
for a fact that Nina loves celebrating
christmos. So 1 asked her, "if yod don’t
support religious things, how can You
support celebrating christmos when\t
comes from religion?”
"secause," she said,
longer a religious holiday i Austria, it’s
o cultural tradition. When 1'celebrate
christmas, | only celebrate it qulturally
and for fun, so it doesn’t count as
supporting religion."
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| told\per, "yes|
idea behind Mir’s 8’nai

ot is exactly the
itzvah, This

rule or because 0f\qod, We
becouse it’s o fun thing thgt
OUr Community.”

"BUT i’ In & synogogye,” 5
"‘And & synagogque is litera(ly o keligiou
place where you qo to proy."clearly
she has never been 10 0 syna.goque
because 've never heard anyone gt
oUr synagogue soy that they qo thereto
pProy. | go to synagogue for many things
to meet new friends, to get qood £00d,
to connect with my culture, and to
celebrate my favorite holidays with our
community. BUt never in my life have
| gone to the synagogue to proy. why
would | do that? Although | guess | do
enjoy the prayers sometimes, especially
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since we always sing them 1o music.

| waspn’t sure how to explgin all of
these thoughts to Nina so | just sighed
ond said, "well thatts not really Why we
qo there. BUt you obVipusly don’t hove
to Come if it makes yoy uncomfortable.
Then | left. | saw her again loter and
everything seemed normal) so it seems
like we can still be friends. \t really
is her loss i she doesn’t wont to o
because it’s gonna be qreat

| have finally been moking serigus
progress on the yarmulkes. Before | gave
out the invitations, | was crocheting
them ot school during breaks. BUt now
that gobriel said that weird thing
about Jewish clothing, and Nina told
me she hates religion, | decided that
ot home is & better place to work
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on them. | haven’t talked to Mir in o
while, she keeps leaving Hebrewschool
without talking to me ofterwardy It’s ok
because I'm sure she’ll be pleased that
've made 0bout 25 yormulkes in the
past month. Hopefully she has made o
lot more though because time is running
out. 1 hope that if | really speed up |

an make two yormulkes per doy and
WA CON finish in time.

TodBy 0t Hebrew school mir
finally asked me if we could hang
oUt afterwaords, and | of course said
s. Usually | have swim club and Mir
had\orchestra. SoHebrew school days

05 Usual. Yy dad brought us chocolate
covered pretzels and let Mir and |



know yet gnd that we should just
proceed With that number. we only have
about three weeks [eft\so it seems o
little suspicious\that she doesn’t have
the entire quest \ist settled\yet. | asked
her i¢ she had asked everyohe yet and
she said that she had, but that some
people were still unsure and negded
more time. | deCided not to ask her more
about the quest list becayse it is nat
really my problem. Instead\ | decided\to
sk her about our yarmulke\deficienc
which is really my probvlem.
Mir’s 8'nai Mitzvah is coming closer
and wWe are guite o few yormulRes
short. 1 still don’t understond how\the

5



time\went by so quickly. | feel like we
had sg much time left, and now all of
0 suddepn we have so little time left and
S0 few yarmulkes made. | have a school
trip next week, so | won’t be able to
make ony yarmulkes until | come bock,
ir is also buly practicing her Torah
portion, wWhich \ know is qoing well. |
ord her practice the other day and

the ceremony. My dad agtually hates

it when | skipswim ClUb, bt | am sure
he would understand the sityation if

it came to that After all, he\gave us
the idea for this yakmulke project. |
have no idea how he ond his frignds
made 400. BUt he did tel{ me that there
were 3() kids having &'nai Mitzvahs in
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his year who helped out, so 1 guess that
would have made o difference because
that's literally |5 times more people
than we have.
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| just got back from my school
trip. b WQS super fun becouse we were
hiking, Camping, and (earning about
nature Which 1 love. 1 also think | was
good ot [0S of the skills we learned
because | have spent so much time in
the forest af\sUmmer camp over the
years. Even though the Viennese are

very different fxom the pennsylvanions,
a forest is & forest and | know how 1o
pitch o tent and protect myself from
wild onimals.
| had 10 skip & week 0f Hebrew
school ¢or the trip, but Ncouldn’t care
less. Rabbi never mokes mg do any
make-Up work. Either way, \like to be
on his good side so | decided %o arrive
ot Hebrew school on time today, but |
accidentally tried too hard to be on
time and got here way too early. Ysually
when | om early to Hebrew school \take
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o wWalk until it is time for class to start
so that | don’t have to sit awkwardly in
the empty room by myself. gut today, |
noticed that mir's scooter was already
arked out front, meaning thot she
must have been inside already. This wos
odd given that mir is chronically late to

and left my backpack in the coat room,
| noticed thax the door to the meeting
room Wos closed, and | could hear
Rabbi ond Mir talking from inside. At
this point | turned [&ft into the kitChen
and sat on the £loor and whipped out
my journal, and here | am now | quess.
NO one ever enters the kitchen on
weekdays so 1 know no one Will find me
here. | want to hear al| the secret g’'nai
itzvah stuff Robbi is teaching Nir. |

't even know that she came inearly
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for extra classes, although | suppose
they had to be working on it ot some
point.
| don’t think they arg talking about

the Torah portion right now. Something

eird is happening. | think | on hear

K _crying?l This is crazy becayse |
don't think ’'ve ever seen Mir cry. The
crying makes it hard to tell what\she
iS Saying, but | think she’s talking aout
the invitgtions. That would make sense
since shersacted so weird every time |
bring them Up. | scoot closer to the wall
nd press my\ear Up aqainst it. Then
| gn hear her\saying "out why don’t
they\just want 1 come and celebrote
with me? They've come to all my other
birthdoy\parties in the past. This one
will be jushlike those\put better because
it’s my % Nnai




is barely able to speak, but she still
has more to §ay. "veronika asked me if
we were gonna weoar those cliche hats
there, and this Was even before | told
her about the yarmulke project. what
would possess her tg say that? povi
and | worked so hard to come Up with
this idea and I've been\crocheting in
every moment of free tipe for months,
| didi’t do all that for someone to call
yarmulkes cliche hats| verogika even
told me that she couldn’t picture me
wearing o yormulke and that she would
find it weird to think of me like that,
BUT she’s known me for years and 've
been wearing one every week oll this
timel"

This is terrible. Mir must have ho
weird experiences with veronika and
the others just like | did with qobriel
ond Nino. It must hove been really bad
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to moke Nir this upset. | wWonder why
everyone decided to ol of & sudden
hove so much against o &'nai Mitzvah?
People here qo ko their relatives
baptisms and £irst communions |
the time, even if thay're not religious:
Sometimes they just want to celebrote
the tradition, especially\with their older
relotives. | hove even beek invited 1o
some before, and it never would have
occurred to me to object to gaing, even
though | am not christion. | alwoys just
went so that | could enjoy the ev
with my friends. | wonder if people
are receiving it weirdly because it's a
Jewish thing? most Viennese people don’t
know anything about Jewish people, but
you would think they would want to
learn instead of just saying it’s & weird
religious thing that they would feel
uncomfortable attending.
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Hopefully ot least some of Mir’s
friends were nice about it, but veronika
is her absolute best friend so that must
hurt. She must have known Mir wWos
Jewish though vecause she’s been to her
house. They have Mezuzahs that mir
crofted during Hebrew school on every
door, and they have Shabbat candles in
the kitchen. BUt maybe she didn’t know
what those were,

NOW | hear Robbi starting to speak,

HOLDING A SMALL SCROLL WITH &

SPECIFIC PASSAGES FROM THE TORAW WRWTEN 0

\T. A MEZUZAH \S OFTEN ATTACHED TO EACH DOOR-)

POST iN A JEWISH HOME. THE CONTAINER THAT Howps

THE SCROLL CAN BE MADE OF METAL,W009,

\ CERAMICS, OR ANY QTHER MATERIAL AND CAN
COME N A WIDE VARIETY OF DES\GNS AN




R\GHT BEFORE SUNDDWN ON TRIDAY

NVGHT, WE LiGHT Gl A
CANDLES o MABBAT

SHABRAT \S STARTING. SHARRAT
CANDLES MAKE 0UR SHABBAT SPECAL
AND FULL OF L\GHT.

""'m SO sorTy Mir, | hever wonted it
to turn out like this for you. | Wos so
focused on making your &'nai Mitzvah
o joyous occasion that | didn’t properly
prepare you for the more challenging
parts 0f becoming o B’nai Mitzvoh. This
is 0 Coming of age ceremony where you
become 0 mature member of the Jewish
community, and that's a beautiful thing,
BUt there are some really difficult
things about being o Jewish adult that
ol



you're also starting to experience.
People in Vienna have never really
wanted to understand us, they only
look at Us §rom the outside and moke
assUmptions about Us. Back when our
ancestors were |iving here, people made
assumptions about them and decided
that they were evil and needed to be
killed. 1¢ they had made any effort to
Understand Us and view Us the same
way they view everyone else, they would
have seen that there is nothing to ve
afraid of, and that we are just people,

: Mir's
th obbat
Condle g
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not so different from them.

Nowadays the people here say they
Want to Understand us, but we know
they still don’t. They think they already
know everything about Us because they
learned about the Holocaust in school,
bUt you and | know that they don't
learn anything about our culture or our
community. So it is still foreign to them,
ond they don’t know how to interact
with us. what you are experiencing is
your friends feeling uncomfortable and
expressing it in hurtful ways. They don’t
know what to say because all they are
taught about Us are stereotypes. Of
course this doesn’t excuse their actions,
bUt sometimes it helps 10 lessen our pain
it we think about it like that.

The most important thing that
You need to remember is that you
ore ollowed 10 be here, and you are
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A to be Jewish. There is absolutely
' ronq with that. There have
always been people who say that our
culture is Wrong and that we hove evil

ish people; that is
\ need to ignore some

other important thing yoy can alwa
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do, is\rely on the Jewish community
around\you. | know that we are o
smoll community,\oUt we are qguite
close and you know that you always
have people\here that you can come

to when somegne makes you feel bod
about being Jewish or Celebrating Jewish
traditions. we eVen have\o group that
meets once o week to talk\about how
hard it is to live in Vienno ag o Jewish
person. After your B’nai MitzVah, you
could check out o sessign if you are
interested." Mir starts crying loudly
0.9ain and says, "sut the people in
the community are also pa
probleml | told them about mu progjec
ond lots of people soid they didn’t won
to weor o childish crocheted yakmulke.
They said they only like wearing bio.ck
ones or traditional |ooking ones or
something stupid like thatl why don’t
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they wont to have any fun?? Everyone
here is s0 old and crusty except for you
nd the kids" Rabbi sighs and even gives
o \ittle chuckle if 'm not mistaken. Then
he Sqys, "that | can fix. Let me have o
talk With them soon, okoy. bon’t worry
0boUt The Synagoque members.” Mir

have listened tg everything that just
went down, and\l kind of wish | could
Unhear it. That was some deep stues
that 1 don’t really know how to handle.
First of all, | don’t think | have ever
heard Mir express emokion like that, She
olways seems to qo throygh life with
indifference. TWO years ayo, during

an orchestra concert, she wessed up
big time in the middle of her Solo, and
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another cello player had to jump in for
her mid-concert. After the concert, |
ron bockstage o ask her how she felt,
and she just shrugged ond said, "l guess
it Wasn’'t my best Work, but | feel fine."
She wust have been'sad on the inside,
bUt that’s the thing akout mir, the
sadness\never reaches \the outside, until
now apparently,
| con’k believe that har best friend
veroniko Would say something bad
0bout yarmulkes. what did they ever do
to hurt her? They are just tiny\pieces of
fabric, it’s honestly emborrassing thot
it’s so difficult for\veronika to picture
ir occasionally wearing a smoll hoy.
know that the &’nai Mitzvah invitatio
process didn’t qo as | expected it 1o,
ond it clearly went even\worse for Mmir,
probably because she did the bulk of
the inViting. Even though ’'m surprised
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about how Nir's friends acted, | quess |
have always known that being Jewish
in Vienno is a [ixtle weird. From what |
overheard, Rabbididn’t seem surprised
0bout the situation at all, so maybe |
shouldn’t be either?
| quess | do remembar sometimes
thinking that being Jewishin Vienno
reminds me of the ending of\on
0poCalyptic sCi-fi movie. There\ore
all kinds of movies and books where
the Earth becomes Uninhabitable for
VOrious reasons, then some of the
people have to leave on o spaceship
Ond 9o far away for several
generations. In the end, they often get
to return to Earth. 8Ut by then it hos
been o (ong time, the farth has been
reclaimed by nature, and the people
have no idea what to do there. That’s
basically my people in Vienna.
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Even though |'sometimes get
confused about whay t0,do as o Jewish
person in Vienna, | al assumed that
the adults knew what they\were doing
since they are the ones Who\ead our
SYynagoque and our CommuRjty\BUt if

hard for Mir hecause she hates
being different \She dresses to fit in
exactly with her fiends, ond she even
straightens her curly hair to wear the
same hairstyles as them. For me it’s o
little better because | o Used o being
different. | have never completely fit
in anywhere, so being Jewish\is only
one thing out of a long list of things
that make me different. BUt for Mir it’s
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the only mgjor thing, and maybve that
mokes it difRicult for her 10 embrace

| Wonder if Mir really will take

Rabbi's advice. How could she possibly
ignore the\people Who soy mean things
it she already spends so much of
her life worrying aboyt what people
think? 'm o [ithe worriad that Mir will
ultimately decide that the hardships ore

ot worth it and Just give\Up on her
B'hoi Mitzvah, Thof\would hgnestly be
evepamore heartpreaking thak when her
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even though there gre only one and
0 half weeks left, so\suraly my asking
0bout it is implied in the haw are you

wWas\supposed tomake the final three,
which R\ did. We have to finish them by
Thursdal because that’s when mir sets
Up the yormulke tree akd hos the ful|
dress rehearsal.
we didin’t talk about anything else,
bUt | quess | expested that, 1N wos
feeling worried ab i Mitzvah



ould also tell Rabbi about it and

end. At least the synagoguemembers will
hopefully not be able to resiskpicking a
yarmulke from the tree axd putting it

on their head once they see\how &0l
they look.
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It is cyrrently almost midnight on
ondoy night. | need to 4o\to bed, but

yarmulkes wecause \thought that
be 0 fun design. BUt When | searche
for tutorials on the internet, | could
only find patterng for wotermelon
yarmulkes. Apparently o watermelon
yarmulke is o lot easier to arochet than
a grapefruit yarmulke hecause you

Just need to crochet o yormulke with
wotermelon colored rings axouny it and
then add seeds in ot the end with\a
needle and black thread. | tried\making
one o few days 090, and even thoygh

it wasn’t as ool as 0 grapefruit Woyld
have been, it still looked pretty qood. |
goNNG moke Some more tomorrow,
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The unfortunate thing is\that
tomorrow | am\in school until I4:00,
then | have swim club from |5:00, to
12:00, ond then | Will have to sty
for the math exom\ have tomorrow.
haven't studied for ihat all yet becayse
'Ve been so busy crocheting yarmulkes
ond | know my dad will ke Upset if | get
0 bad grade. So, what | really need to
do is skip swWim Club and Usé that time
to crochet the remaining yormulkes, but
my doad won't like that either. \ will have
to ask him anyway.

This morning | asked my dad if
| could skip swWim Club just this once
so that | could finish the last few
yarmulkes before mMir has to set Up the
yarmulke tree. | thought he would give
me on immediate no and tell me that
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still had yarmylkes to crochet. | tol
him we were almost\done but | just
had o few more\to make and | could
really Use the extro time. Then he got
oll irritated and said: "how mony are
You guys planning on moking anywoys?"
| told him that we are wokikg [33 ond
we are almost done. | alsp e
thot i€ he would just let me skip SWim
clubtoday, that | could finish without o
problem. BUt begore | could even finish,
he storted yelling ot me.
"YOU MADE [33??
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I, not yet," I inter jected shyly.

Farth did you think thot

|d come to Mir’s B’noi
itzvah?? we only have |00 members of

the synagoque \gnd most of them don’t

even come ever

this number is so 0
that this isn’t every

talked to Mir recently and I fold him
that | talked to her last week ghHebrew
school, and she told me to moke\syre |

finished making all the yarmulkes to\give
to her tomorrow after Hebrew schoo
so that she could hong them Up on
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y dad seemed shocked to hear this
for some reason. | wonder if Rabbi told
my dod dpout whak he and Mir talked

wouldn’t be enotigh for everyone dyd
he said that it wasn't realistic for Us t
expect that many people to come or for
everyone to Want to\wear one.

| asked him i€ everyone had worn
one of the homemade ones ot his B'nai
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itzvah and he said yes, but that it
WOS 0 different situation. Jewish adults
whogrew Up in thg US are always
saying\that, "gut it Wos o different
Situation\ | know it’s krue but I'm S0
sick of heacing it. why xon't we do fun
StUEE here 1097 He asked\me if | knew
how many people had accepted the
invitation to Mics 8’nai Mitavah and

that it was only 70,
opparently colled him
about this weeks ago becayse he Wos
worried that we moy eventvally be
disappointed that so few people wer
90ing to be there,
This is when | became furious\and
even started crying o little bit. "Youe
known for weeks that only 70 people
were 9oing to come? And you didin’t
oy onything?" My dad said that he

tel



thought Mir had already told me, but
she of Course hadn’t. This must be what
she and Rabbi were discussing hefore |
orrived. PORr Mir. S0 many people must
have said no\to her, and who knows
hat kind of Weird reasons they go\e.
I£ Y only asked five people and 9ot tw
eird responses. Ncon only imagine
what\kind of crozy stugf she had to
pUt Vp With if she asked |95 people.
he\worst part is\that she
probably an‘t even talk to her friend
veronika\about it now begause she was
one of the people being welcd. | have to
40 moke sure she's okay. BUTY won't see
her Until tomorraw. | think my\dad pities
me Now, since \wags clearly acting with
naive confidence throughout this\whole
process. | told my gad thot mir had told
me just & week ago\that | should kee
going and make the restso that was
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what\ was qoing to\do. She must hove
told me\to keep going\for o reason. My
dod said) 'Fine, you Cai moke howeve
many yarmulkes you wWant, but you

con’t skip SWim ClUb SO Yoy are going
to have to find another time to do it |
quess | con live\with that. Fspecially if

no one is apparently qoing to Want to
wear these yarmulkes that | worked so
hard to moke anyways.

I'Ve made o decision\ | am going 1o
skip swim club without telling my dod.
It’s not qoing to be the best thing 've
ever done, but | think it will be easy
to get away with. | know | origikally
wonted this time to finish the yormulkes,
bUt | think | need to talk to mir. | texted
her and asked her if she could meetme
ot my house after school and she soi
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d works until 18:00
that he won't be
| always get home

that | was home
my dod thinks



to come cleay to Mir and tell her
that | overheaxd tha conversation
between her and Robbj, but when she
actually got to my house\everything
seemed s0 normal. Nothing'seemed
0ff about her like begore, and the
dynomic between Us \Wos like iNalways
is. Since she seemed t0 be doing
well, | thought it might be'a bit of
downer to tell her that | oVerheard her
crying lovdly in the synagogue. Moybe
thats o memory she would rother
forget, or moybe she would be mad
that | not only eavesdropped on her
but also meticulously transcribed the
conversation in my journal. I Wouldmt
have told her apout the journal port
though,

| decided thot the best way to
proceed would be to act normal, but
try my best to see if | could get her
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to tell me about\her concerns without
my bringing it up. \ told her | was 9oing
to take this time to\crochet the |ast
few yormulkes thot We need before
Thursday. She said thay wos great
and that she was happy to keep me
compony as | did it. | even went on
0bout how Upset my dad wauld be if
he knew | Was skipping swim €|Ub, but
that it was worth it to me to moke
sure we had aoll 33 yarmulkes. 1\thought
oll this talk about me working my\putt
0f for the number of yarmulkes might
prompt her 10 tell me that we don’t
actually need [33 yarmulkes because
s0 many people said they either don’t
like yormulkes, don’t want to wear fun
ones, or don’t want to come to her
B’hai Mitzvah at all. sut she mentioned
no such thing. All she said was how
grateful she was that | wos committed
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to the progject until the end.

Finally | decided to (very casually)
ask her how the inviting went and if she
thought [33 would be the right number
0f yarmulkes. She said that, as we hod
expected, not all 200 people accepted
the invitation, and that some people
ere being difficult because they didn’t
tell her whether or not they were qoing
to Come. She told me that because of
that, she doesn’t have an accurate
guest cyunt and (33 might as well be the
right numbper. she also said that she hasg
o secret plan of how to use the extras
S0 they wontt qo to waste.

She seemed overly optimistic, given
that my dad sajd only 70 people are
confirmed to be\coming. | wonder if
she is waiting £or people like veroniko
to come around. | hgpe they all decide
to come Ond wear the yarmulkes after
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all, but 'm not sure if we should expect
that at this point. | Was intrigued by
ir’s secret plan of what to do\with the
eXtro yormulkes. | con’t possibly inagine
hoX Mir would plan to do with o wWhole
oUNCh o leftover yarmulkes becaus
the synagogue is pretty much the only
place\where they hove use. | quess |
will just hava to wait and see hecause
no mattar how\much | inguired, she
wouldn’t 1|l me What the plan was.
Bosed ok wWhok’ve heard, it seems
unlikely that eVerything will 9o as
planned, but £or\some teason | still feel
inclined to trust\wix that everything will
turn out okay in theend. Ths is because
| om generally the opewho hopes for
the best, and Mir is the pessimisNC one.
S0 if she is feeling optiistis, then\
can be 100. The qood news is\that |
finish ol the yarmulkes begore Nir |ef
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0f Us\Neither of\Us had any idea how to
crochey a year ago, and especially for
me it Wayg pretty havd to learn. There
were sevetal months \where | thought |
might never\get the hakg of crocheting
and have to .| practiced
S0 much ot summer camp yntil | finally
gradually fiqured, it out and\now | feel
like 1 could almost\do it with Wy eyes
closed. It is a sham& thot we chuldn’t
celebrate this properly. Even thoygh Mmir
claimed to be totally Ape, she stilldidn’t
express any pride in ourynewly 9ai
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skill. Maybe\that was o sign thay she’s
not doing\great on the inside.
Aftex nirest, | took & showe
| olways donggter | get home from s
Club and befors my dod gets home. TINS
time | wore my SymgUit in the shower
so that it would gef\et and then |
hung it Up o dry. Thif\way there is no
woy he'll know that st ot swim
club. Usually when | hony Yy Swimsuit
Up after swim club, the whale bathroom
smells like chlorine. | was woxpied that
this wouldn’t be the case this Nme since
L only got it wet with shower wote
bUt thankfully, | wash my swimsui
so seldomly that it has an almost
permanent chlorine smell and the wet
swimsuit still made the whole bothroo
smell like chlorine. At least one good
thing come from me never washing it.
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The day is finally herel wir’s 8'noi

iRZVQY is today. I'm SO excited\to
se’ how Nir decokoted the synagague
and \Whot )’s qoing\to look like. | kn
exoc hick yormulke | wont to pic
from the\fxee. My favorite fruit is
O kiwi, SO l adegne kiwi patterned
yormulke. | med 0 make more, but it
wasn’t unftil m\q hat & y skills were
good enough to\mgke o kiwi Yyarmulke
S0 1 only got arolnd to mdkingone. The
difficult thing is thatwir is fhe gne who
bUilt the tree and hypg\the yormulkes,
| have no idea where the kiwhone
wilkbe hanging, and i somegne else
takes\it first then there’§ kothing |
con doNKiwi yarmulke or not | G ver
excited.

itzvah may nof\nave



been the grond\affair she alwoys
imagined, bui\sinde she Was so worried
abouy it, the expectations right
beforahand wer S0 it Was ot
lagst able to exceed those expectations,
evex i indidn’t fUlKill the childhood
fantosies We Used to\dreqm Up together,
when | firstgrrived | Was Keally taken
aback by\the decor. Mir\put purple
filters on ol the lights so'the synagogue

ond bronches not\oyt of yorn|i
suggested, but out oA Gardboar
Or maybe even papierimache? | cyuld
tell exactly what it wout it looked
am0zing. | have no idea how she pul
that off,

All the yarmulkes were hing nicely
from the tree bronches along wWith some
crochet leaves. | didn’t even know Mir
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service to start. Ut then 1'saw Aam
one of the grumpier more traditiong|
members 0f our synagoque, Walk in
wearing his own usual plain black
yarmulke. Rabbi greeted him with
smile and then held out his hond. Adam
qave him an annoyed ook and said
didn’t really think you were qoing to b
serious about that" gut then he sighed
and said "wel(, if it’s for the kids then
| quess there’s no way | can get out of
it." Adom took his own yormulke of¢,
handed it to Robbi and walked in. Then
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he procgeded to pick an exceedingly

ir) wouldn’t be sad.\sut he\must ha
known that not all of them would
behave, and thot’s why ke's standing
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quard at the door. | wonden how he gets
them 1o listen to, him.

| remember one time wWhen

0 sick, | was texking her all thraygh

sexvices telling her if\she missed
onything exciting, and\Adam told me
not 1§ text because it Was "irritating.
| expladned to him that | Was paying
attention and doing it for Mir, but
he said he\didn’t care and 1had to
pUt my phone away. | didn’t want to
make him more angry than he dlready
Was 50 | decided to just put my phone
OWOY. HowW does Rabbi manage not\only
t0 not be intimidated by people like
Adam (0f which thexe are many ot ¢
Synagogue) but also tg even intimidate
them? | hope | will be aythoritative and
Unofraid like Rabbi one Yoy,

All the younger Hebrew school kids
were jumping Up and down to reach
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their preferred yarmulke from the tree
branches. The room was also full of
little toddlers, who are still too young
to start Hebrew school, being lifted up
by their parents so that they could
reach the yarmulkes. Mir set Up about
80 chairs, so she must have known
that |33 people were not qoing to come.
At least this way there were not too
many empty chairs, just & few groups
of them here and there. It would have
looked very sad it most of the chairs
were empty. The good news is that ot
o typical shabbat service we only get
0bout 3() people, so the room felt way
fuller than usual. There were |ots of
unworn yormulkes hanging from the
tree, even ofter everyone arrived and
puUt them on. partly because some of
ir’'s non-Jewish friends didn’t wear
them, even though | think that mode
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it less fun for them becausg they
were not able to enjoy the best of
the celebration. The ones who\didin't
pick 0 yarmulke were the ones
seemed most uncomfortable being\in
the synagogue, and everyone could
immediotely tell since they were not
earing yormulkes.

At first | was o little nervous
aboyt what we were 9oing to do with
oll the leftover yormulkes, but then

| remembered that mMir told me she
had o plgn for them. So | decided to
Wait and Kind out what the plan was
before wortying. | told myself | would
be allowed to\worry (ater if her plon
ended Up being\stupid, but in the end it
didn’t. Unfortunately | wasn’t able to
get the kiwi yormulke. It took me o while
to find it in the treg, and by the time |
did, someone was alrgady grabbing it.
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So Ndecided t0 g0 with o blue ond green
stripeéd yarmulke instead. | guess | could
olways\make myself another kiwi one
later sinte | know how to make them
NOW.
There Were many Cool parts
0f Mir’s B’naiMitzvah, besides the
fantastic yormylke tree. My favorite
part of the two %’nai mitzvahs | had
been to before Was always throwing
condy ot the B'nai mitzvah after their
Hoftarah reading. There is nothing more
surreal than seeing so yony pieces of
candy fly through the aix. Even though
the condy throwing was £yn, | wouldn’t
SOy it was the best part 0fWir's 8noi
itzvah because so mony other great
things happened too.
| already knew Mir was unusually
good ot reading Torah, but | was
afroid that she would start thinkin
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0boUt her mom\ond slip Yp. LUCkily she
ended Yp reading perfecty. It was very

Just to finally see o B’nai
oUr synagogue. It would be s
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K foXe Robb| to put back,
g uiet sio

t0 be something\tho
reméember forevex, so
recording of it. NO

WOS nervous at first, put she ga

confidence as she kept\qoing.
So here it is: Mir's speech
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"Hello everyone, and\ thonk you
Or Coming. | remember the\first time

one in Hebrew schog|, \have always
reloted with that [ittle girl. My Hebrew
school friends and | haye\spent years
dreaming of what our g'aiMmitzvahs
will be like, how we will célebrate them,
and how amazing it will be\to\have a
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whole day dedicated to us. A whole day
where we caiy have everything just the
WOy we want N,

Now my tima has finally come to
be the center of attention and have
this special celebration. And to all my
Hebrew school classmoates out there,
don’t worry. The time Will £ly by ond
you will feel like your moment has come
soon enough. In Jewish tradition, | think
this ceremony is supposed to mean
that | om an adult now. In ol modern
society that is obViously not trye, but |
con ot least say that | have grown o
lot throughout the process of preparing
for my &’'nai Mitzvah, ond | might have
o slightly better idea of whot it wil|
be like 10 be an adult someday. Spoiler
alert, it’s hord.

| was ot Davis house when | first
came Up with the idea o making |33
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fit in our little\synagogue, and partly
because that there would
never be 490 peogle who would come
t0 my B’'nai Mitzvan, Little did we know,
not even |00 people Would come to my
B’nai Mitzvah,
while | am so\grotefyl for all of
you who are here dday making my
B'nai Mitzvah incredibly spaciol, it
should be said that | invited 200 people
in total. That means that | mysels
handed out my beautiful Jpvitation to
200 individual people. It al
that | had the pleasure of haaring
130 excuses §rom those who could no
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come. | had, of course, expected o fair
nUmber of excuses ranging from too
much homework to family obligations.

Jewish people" excuses.
To put this in context for

Jewish kids in Vienna don’t go aroun
talking about being Jewish all the time
because it’s not usually relevant. Jewish
holidays, occasions, and festivals are
not usually talked about here, meaning
that we can blend in guite easily. we
are a{so AUSHTiaNnS, SO wWe of course
take part in christmas and Easter
celebrations with our classmates,
because celebrating holidoys, no matter
whether they are from your culture or
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Jewish for so long, as i
it was a crucial piece 0

tallit. others told me that they di
think 1 was the type to be religious,
| think this stems from the fact that
they don’t know what it {ooks like to b
o religious Jew, and what they mean is

107



A TALLIT s a recinoiuss sewisn
PRAVER SHAWL WITH SPECIAL STRINGS HANGING
FROM EACH OF ITS FOUR CORNERS. MQST PEOPLE IN
OUR SYNAGOGUE WEAR A TALLIT ON SATURDAY
AM()&N\NGS AND HOLIDAYS \WHEN THE TORAH \S READ

LOVD.

that they don’t see me as the type to
be a religious christion, which | am not.
over the weeks that | handed out my
invitations, these comments, the worst
of which | have chosen not to share in
this speech, begon 1o wear me down.

| found myself wondering what |
Was actually doing being such an active
member of the Jewish community. |
considered whether | had not shared
the extent of my involvement in Hebrew
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school with my friends because | Was
ashamed, and whether or not | am,
or should be, the type of person to
get excited about o religious trodition,
such as a g’nai Mitzvah sut ot the
end of the day, even if it mokes other
people feel uncomfortable or see

me differently, | con’t help but be
connected to the Jewish community

| Wos raised in becavse it has given
me S0 much. Being o member of this




synagogue and o student of this Hebrew
school have given me some 0f my best
memorigs, and | know that many dewish
people oVer the centuries have ¢elt
the same Way about their communities.
So 1 have decided, no longer lightly, to
accept my role as & mature person in
the Jewish comiunity. Not only because
| have to since my mom Would never
let me drop out of\Hebrew school, but
because | want to, aven though | know
that | won't wont toevery day.

| have decided that it’s time for me
not to be afraid of being religiovs, and
thus | would like t0 mentioky a Torah
story. | have always been fascinated
by the Torah because it Was ¢ book
0f such great importance to m
ancestors. |, as o Jewish person,\ond
especially as a member of the retyrned
generation, Wos always raised to fagl
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very connected to my ancestors. So
when | learn about the Torah, | try to
think of why my ancestors found this
book inspirational or useful. | know
people often relate to parts of the
Torah and connect them to their real
life, and | wanted to do the same thing,
| immediately thought of the Tree of
knowledge of Good and EVil in Bereshit,
mostly because | thought there would
be 0N 0bVioUs connection With my tree
of yarmulkes. At £irst | was frustrated
because | come Up With no connection,
but the invitation process really
choanged something,
The process of planning my 8'nai

itzvah began to reveal to me how
Austrions actually feel about my
returned generation of Jewish people
liVing amongst them. People here alwoys
soy they feel bad about what their
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THE FIRST ook oF
THE TORAR \S CALLED

oroece v T
BERESHIT.

oncestors did to my ancestors. But they
never express how happy they are thot
we have decided to return, probobly
because they found life easier without
Us. They are just 100 embarrassed to
odmit it, usually. This is of course not
true of everyone here, so if you are

0 supportive friend of mine sitting in
the audience | swear 'm not talking
0boUt You. BUt many Austrions do have
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these\ feelings and somefmes make them

the Ho\ocoust. BUT I\nevar consciously
experienced the lasting effects of the

THERE 1S A STORY IN BERESHIT WHERE A WOMAN
NAMED EVE EATS A FRUIT FROM A SPECIAL TREE
Cued e TREE OF KNOWLEDGE. AFTER
EATING FRUIT FROM THIS TRee, SHE BECOMES MORE
AWARE OF HER SURROUNDINGS AND HAS T0 LWWE IN A
WORLD WHERE BOTH GOOD AND BAD THINGS WAPPEN,




HoloCaUst Until now. In preparing for
my B'nai Mitzvah, | (metaphorically) ate
from the tree of knowledge of qood and
evil. Now that\you have all come here,
orn & yormulke from the tree, and
liskened to this speech, you have eaten
the tree t00.
the Torah, God\was not exactly
thrilled\that Eve ate from the tree
0f knowledge of good ond evil, but |
honestly believe that this wag o good
decision on Eve’s part and that it
needed to hagpen. Even if it leads to
some amount of pain and suffering, we
need to know the difference hetwee
good and evil and\we need to know
what is going on in the world around us,
It Moy be burdensomea to live with thig
knowledge, but it is alsg the only way
that we can protect ourselves.

| did not initially intekd to make my
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B'nai Mitzvak speech so deep. After all,
| only Wanted\to have an extra special
birthday party With cool decorations,
oll my friends, and oll my favorite
foods. Thankfdlly Lstill got all those
hings. BUt | think it Was inevitable that
ould eat from the tree of knowledge
0f 400d and evil ot Some point, and for
me this 8'nai Mitzvah preparation year
Wos apparently that point\ Thot was
hard to\accept ot first, b \now | think
| can be proud of it.

S0 thot was my speech. (There was
a huge round\o¢ applause here)

BUt one last thingl Or two lost
things actually. Krst of all, | would (ke
t0 give an extro axtra speciol thanks
t0 Rabbi for not only helping me write
this speech, but also kelping me get
through everything | went through this
year with your kindness,\understanding,
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and robbinical wisdom. This speech
would have probobly just been two
sentences {gng if he hodn’t helped me
come Up Withall these ideas. Secondly,
05 everyone can see, there are o |ot of
leftover yarmulkes, partly becouse not
everyone who | expected to come come
ond not everyone Who is here ended

Up Wonting to wear gne. Thus, | hereby
donate the rest of the\yormulkes to our

year. For those of you whodon't know,
Davi made about half of the\yormulkes
for today, so | would say this donation
is more than deserved.

once again thank you all fo
coming and | hope you enjoyed the
service."

This may have been the most
intense thing | have ever heard in
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0f the ya
My B’Nai Mi

one 1o wWear and toke home. secaus
| Will have o different theme, the
pressure will also be §f¢ about whethe

17



people weor them or not\l alsp think

| SOW Mir’s mom\Cry during th

speech, | assume this Was because
she did such a good job, | have heard
grownups talk 0bout Crying tears of
happiness before, so maybe this is what
Was happening. or maybe they were
sad that Mir had such a hard\ time
getting people t0 come 10 her Y0

itzvah. | never thought much about
what goes on in Mir's mom’s head,
| know | overheard Rabbi 0t Hebrew
school telling Mir that he knew her
struggles well. SO maybe Mir's mom hosg
had experiences like this 100 and Was
sad that her daughter also had to
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experience them.
After the g’nai Mitavah we all ate

challah, sushi, and chocolate coke at
the synagoque. challah because it is
traditional, and sushi and chocolate
coke because they are mMir's to
favorite £oods. There was (0ts 0§ music
ond doncing, and eventually all
old people went home and it was jyst

ir, me, the other kids, Robbi and ou
parents. Then, Rabbi set Up a project
and showed Us a movie about o gir| an
the problems she had with her g’nai

itzvah, | think it was o bit of an old
moVie, but it was still fun. After that
we all had one more slice of cake and
went home,

Todoy was o long doy, to say

the least. | feel like a (ot 0f intense
emotions spilled out of o lot of people,
and it wasn’t just joy, but also some
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fear or §adness because of Mir’s

complicatad speech. | honestly don’t
know how t§ feel about all of it \gut |
think it somehow made me even moxe
excited for my\&'nai Mitzvah ven

though |, or the World, might not be
ready for it yet.
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